CHIEY SCIENTIST |
cc. Messrs. Redwood, Letwin, Booth (Policy Unit).

HUMAN LIFE BEFORE BIRTH

After our interesting and useful conversation today, 1 thought
you might 1like a few notes on the areas in which more public
information needs to be presented, so that an informed debate can
take place after the Powell Bill and before the Government's Bill
Lo deal with the other Warnock matters.

The Warnock Report is in my view both intellectually unsatisfying
and deplorably incomplete (setting aside what the Catholic Church
considers to be the bias in the Committee's original appointments
and the wrongness of many of its conclusions 1in morality and in
practice) . The Report omits full discussion and presentation of
the following matters:

Causes of infertility;

Remedies for infertility;

Possible medical dangers of fertilisation in vitro;
Analysis of present and expected benefits from experiments.

If the Government adopts your suggestion of a White Paper before
carly legislation on this topic, it might perhaps include the
matters listed above, taking account of some of the consider-
ations below: |

Causes of infertility: The report says little about the causes of
infertility, a curious omission in view of its subject-matter and
terms of reference. It admits that the techniques it describes
can help no more than one infertile couple in 20; yet it fails to
mention some of the most prominent of the avoidable causes of
infertility - notably sexually-transmitted diseases; previous
aportion; previous sterilisation; and use of intra-uterine con-
traceptive devices and abortifacient pills. All these carry a
nigh risk of causing infertility, whether temporary or permanent,
through tubal obstruction (and I have an uncomfortable suspicion
that, because doctors make much extra money by performing abor-
tions, or by prescribing contraceptives on the NS, some of them
have not been as honest as they should have been about Lhese ancd
other daangers in such practices). Tt is arguable (in the absence
of detailed statistics, which should surely be collected bhefore
permissive legislation is tabled) that public education leading
to avoidance of these causes of infertility would provide a
solution in many more cases than IVF and other such techniques.

Remedies for infertility: The Warnock Report scarcely considers
remedies for infertility other than AT and IVF. It is likely
that some less morally objectionable and biomedically dangerous
methods would have a greater success-rate as well as being cheap-
er and safer. For instance, although complete azoospermia in men
1s untreatable, men with borderline sperm counts can be nelped by
counselling to educate them and their wives to concentrate sexual
activity at ovulation. In women, tubal obstruction caused by




venereal disease, 1intra-uterine devices, appendicitis, etc., can
sometimes be reversed, though many of the causes of tubal ob-
struction are avoidable. Tubal microsurgery can he nelpful 1in
30-40% of cases; and in reversals of sterilisation the success-
rate is higher still. A more recently-developed technique, sim-
ilar to IVF but without its moral or medical dangers, is low
tubal ovum transfer: the ovum is harvested by laparoscopy and,
instead of being fertilised in vitro, 1is immediately transferred
to the womb, where it is fertilised in the normal way. It 2is
regrettable that the Committee, which received evidence of these
techniques and of the remarkable success-rate achievable with
them, did not consider'more carefully their biomedical and moral
advantages. It would obviously be useful to know how many of the
small number of cases for which IVF is thought medically approp-
riate could in fact. be at least as successfully treated by meth-
ods which carry no moral objections and few medical dangers.

Medical dangers of fertilisation in vitro: The Committee's treat-
ment of these dangers is skimpy. The following are among the
problems: a very high number of embryos are destroyed for every
successful TVF delivery (the Report underestimates the ratio of
deaths to live births); the risk of foetal abnormality arising
from IVF is unknown and should, therefore, be pointed out to
infertile couples until enough IVF births have taken place to
allow serious data to be accumulated; the use of clomiphene
citrate or chorionic gonadatrophin to produce multiple ovulation
for IVF may lead to the formation of ovarian cysts, a further
cause of infertility; and, where tubes are damaged without com-
plete obstruction, there is an increased risk of ectopic preg-
nancy (bDr. Steptoe's first pregnancy was ectopic).

Present and future benefits from experimentation: You have
appealed to the opinion of "the medical elite" that experiment-
ation has produced and will produce worthwhile results. < Ean
of course, appeal to opinions just as "elite'" which suggest
otherwise. This point need not be further elaborated here, since
chere 1is still a chance (though not,” in my guess, a good one)
that the Powell Bill will get through Parliament. But the case
for experimentation, which Warnock fails to put, does need to be
properly presented before any subsequent legislation is moved in
this field.

L hope these notes will be useful. They outline some of the
subjects which mneed to be presented - preferably in laymen's
language - before cthe present largely emotional debate can be
replaced by an informed one. And, as a last point, the complic-
ated mess the DHSS has got itself into over the moment when 1life
begins (yet another question fudged by Warnock) needs to be
sorted out,

CHRISTOPHER MONCKTON 20 March, 1985,
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