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PRIME MINISTER

President Pertini of Italy has sent you the attached
manuscript note, written as he was passing through London

earlier today on his way to Oxford to receive an honorary

degree. It reads as follows:

"I am passing through London on my way to Oxford to
receive an honorary degree from that ancient and
prestigious university. I shall not be coming to see
you, much as I would have liked to, because I do not want
to disturb your most important work.But I would like to
send you my affectionate regards and warm best wishes for
your work which, my dear friend, is in the interests of

the great British people and of peace in the world.
With great sympathy and affection.

Sandro Pertini."

We did in fact offer to arrange a meeting with you, and indeed
lunch, but he declined this on grounds of lack of time. You

may like to reply briefly and in manuscript. I attach some

paper. I suggest something on the lines of:
"Dear President Pertini,

I was delighted to receive your charming note and share
your regret that it was not possible for us to meet on
this occasion. I have always enjoyed our talks and found
them fascinating. The honorary degree is only a small
recognition of the immense contribution which you have
made to the life of Italy and of Europe over the years
and to world peace. I send you my warm personal regards.

Margaret Thatcher.'
c}f?

CHARLES POWELL
26 June 1985
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 1 duly, 1985

RETIREMENT OF PRESIDENT PERTINI

Thank you for your letter of 1 July recommending a
message from the Prime Minister to President Pertini on
his retirement.

The Prime Minister in fact wrote to President Pertini
in her own hand last week, in reply to a note from him.
I enclose a copy of the letter which he will receive early
this week. In the circumstances, I do not think that she
need send a further message.

(C.D. Powell)

C. R Budd, ‘Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




RESTRICTED

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

1 July 1985

Retirement of President Pertini of Italy

The Prime Minister has sent a message of congratulations
to the newly-elected President of Italy, Francesco Cossiga.

Sir Geoffrey Howe thinks it would be appropriate if the
Prime Minister were also to send a message to President Pertini
when he steps down from office in the next week or so.

I enclose a draft.

Pertini will be retiring after a distinguished Presidency.
He has conferred considerable prestige on the office with his
reputation for honesty and straightforwardness. He has a
special regard for Britain and our institutions. He hosted
a state visit to Italy by Her Majesty The Queen in 1980 and
entertained the Prince and Princess of Wales on their recent
visit. President Pertini was himself a Guest of HMG in
February 1984 when the Prime Minister hosted a dinner in his
honour. He was honoured by Oxford University on 26 June.
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e Grateful if you would transmit the following message from the
| Prime Minister to President Pertini after he formally hands over
| the Presidency. .

EBEGINS: As you-gzggzkggi:::w well-earned retirement, please
| accept my congratulations and warm good wishes for the future.

Your distinguished term of office as President of the Italian

Republic has deserved our great admiration. You have done much
| to strengthen the ties between the British and Italian peoples.
| ENDS.
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