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PRIME MINISTER

WESTLAND

The new twist in the Westland saga this weekend is that Gordon

Reece has been appointed by Westland to advise them on public/

political relations.

I find it interesting that the first to tell me this was Adam
Raphael, of the Observer, who asked me to keep it quiet since

he believed that no other journalist knew it. Raphael of course
last weekend leaked the alleged Leon Brittan minute. He has

always been close to the MOD.

The next rumour I heard from the press (Sunday Express) was that
they had it from the MOD that an emminent person was being asked
to intervene in the Westland affair. After checking with No.
10, I said I knew nothing of this but did mention that there

was a rumour flying around that Gordon Reece was being engaged
by Westland.

Subsequently the Sunday Express confirmed that the MOD acknowledged
that the emminent person was Gordon Reece and the Sunday Express
said it was being suggested that he had spent part of Christmas
with you at Chequers. The MOD was unattributably describing

the appointment as "incredible".

I think there is little doubt that stories tomorrow will imply,
apparently at the inspiration of the MOD, that you have intervened
in Westland by putting your own man into the company as an adviser.
Can I say that:

i) Gordon Reece has not been at Chequers this Christmas?

ii) His involvement with Westland comes as news to you?

Bernard Ingham
28 December 1985
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