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10 DOWNING STREET

6 January 1986
From the Private Secretary

Dsac faw,

WESTLAND: COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONER NARJES

The Foreign Secretary told the Prime Minister this
evening that he would investigate the comments made by
Commissioner Narjes about Westland which had been reported
on the Press Association tape. He would make clear that it
was unhelpful to have the Commission making ex cathedra
statements of this sort on matters which were both internal
to the United Kingdom and the concern of the private sector.
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(C.D. Powell)

Len Appleyard, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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POLITICS WestTang EEC Ty
By Geoff Meade, PA Statf Reporterin
Brussels

Westland could be cold-shouldered in
future European aircraft development
deals if it accepts the Sikorsky
otfer, the EEC Commission in Brussels
warned todaz. W

Common Mar et Commissioner Mr
Karl-Heinz Narjes stepged into the
controversy firmly on tle side of :
Defence Secretary Mr Michael Heseltine
gydbacklng the European consortium

id.
He said he did so in the interests of
EEC industry and Jobs, and in support

of_last year’s agreement between some
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ogether.

He made it clear he felt that
accepting the American deal would _
split European cooperation efforts in
developing new generations of
aircrafu, while offering no hope of
opening tresh US markets for European
groducers, or improving high

echnology development.

*In the light of these arﬁuments 1

have real doubts whether the other
European partners of Westland and the
British defence department would
acquiesce to a completemy new
situation and would go on with
business as usual,” said Mr Narjes.
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intervention at a crucial stage in the
Westland battle comes despite fears
that Brussels will be accused of
interfering in domestic matters,
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