PRIME MINISTER
AIDS

Mr. Fowler's office tells me that the minute
below follows a long meeting this morning between
Mr. Fowler, Mr. Hayhoe, Baroness Trumpington,

Ken Stowe and the Chief Medical Officer, at

which they concluded, after much agonising

that the proposed advertisement would lose

much of its effect if the passage of "risky

sex" was omitted. Mr. Fowler has therefore
proposed some (quite small) amendments, which
I have marked up on the original draft in the
H Committee paper below. Mr. Fowler wants
the advertisement to appear in the newspapers
next weekend for which space has already been

booked.

Are you content with the draft advertisement,

as amended?
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CONFIDENTIAL

PRTIME MINISTER

AIDS

I have seen your Private Secretary's letter of § March setting out

your continuing reservations about the proposed AIDS advertisements.

I recognise that some of the material in the proposed advertisements
might shock some people. Indeed, the Chief Medical Officers'
introduction admits as much. But the advertisements are intended
to deal with a grave and unprecedented problem involving a
potentially lethal infection which is already spreading outside the
original high risk groups to women and children. Given that there

is no vaccine and no cure the only option open is public eduation.

Because the problem is urgent I have been pressing ahead with the
arrangements for putting the first advertisements into the Sunday
Press on 16 March. I have done so with the unanimous support of

H Committee, both as to the urgency and as to the use of explicit
references to sexual practices which, the Committee agreed, are a
regrettable necessity. This is a conclusion which other countries
have had to face. I am enclosing a copy of an advertisement from
the New Zealand Government which appeared in their press in August
1985 . You will see that it is more explicit than the language

H accepted.

But I have considered, in the light of your anxieties, how our
advertisements might be modified. I have to say that our room for
manoeuvre is small. For example, unless there is a reference to
anal intercourse, which has been linked with 85 per cent of AIDS
cases so far, the advertisement would lose all its medical authority
and credibility. Not only should we be criticised for dodging the
issue, but it is certain that the media would start to ferret out

what the advertisements had lost along the way and why. No one is
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.condoning these practices - quite the contrary; but they exist

and are one of the ways by which AIDS spreads. Unless they are
checked - through knowledge of their consequences - the spread into
the population at large will accelerate.

Having said that, I have two suggestions to offer about that part
of the advertisements which refers to risky sex. First, we could
substitute for the sentence about anal intercourse the following -

"Rectal sex involves the highest risk and should be avoided."

Second, we could delete the word "Obviously" from the next sentence,

to make the message more clinical.

These are changes in style only, I know, but 'H' Committee saw no
scope for avoiding the concepts with which the sentence in question
must deal. We cannot now decline to advertise, nor do so in terms
which would fail to convey the essential message about this serious
disease. To do so would be to jeopardise the public health
unnecessarily, and there would be many who would bring that charge
home. I shall, of course, insist that after the first two
advertisements there should be a pause for proper evaluation of their

effects.

But subject to the suggestions I have made, which I hope you find
helpful, I see no alternative to proceeding with publication this

coming weekend.

I am copying this minute to Willie Whitelaw, Nicholas Edwards,

Tom King and Malcolm Rifkind.

L\

\\y March 1986
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B If yOU want to know more about AIDS |

6663, Wellesiey

— you wif not have to

gve your name.

o write in confidence to the NZ ADS
P.0. Box

the AIDS hotiine: Aucikiand

u If you are worried you may have AlDS
gmumnmm

anyone

m It Is caused Dy a virus which can be
passed on from one person to

CranaTHited disexes) cinic. '

o talk to your doctor.

contact the nexest VD
Leaflets ghing greater detal about ADS

and safer sex practices are freely

avaliabye.

Is ® Sex with more than one partner puts

others.
have

partners you

the less risk there Is. It's as simple as

that.

at risk — and endangers
fewer sexual

e

You cannot get AlDS from just being
nu‘mnog:tm!mt
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