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FM NEW DELHK

TO DESKBY 141100Z ODA

TELNO MODEV 181

OF - 140940Z MARCH B6
INFO -WMMEDI-ATE DESKBY 141100Z FCO, DTt

DT... FOR FEP AND AIR DIVUISION,

YOUR TELNO 186 : WESTLANDS

1. GRATEFUL FOR FURTHER FLEXHBILLTY ON THMING AUTHORISED IN
TUR.

2. MINISTER WAS ASKED TO CALL AT SHORT NOTICE BY PRIME MINISTER'S
PRIWATE SECRETARY. GHAREKHAN SALD THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAD
PERSONALLY 'WNSTRUCTED HIM TO 'ENFORM US THAT GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

HAD THIS MORNING CLEARED THE WESTLANDS CONTRACT. MR GANDHI+ HAD

ASKED THAT TH!S MNFORMATLON SHOULD BE CONVEYED TO THE PRIME MINISTER,
MRS THATCHER. HE WMSHED HER TO KNOW THAT THIS HAD BEEN DONE

*'FOR HER SAKE''. BROOMFIELD THANKED GHAREKHAN AND UNDERTOOK TO
CONVEY THHS MESSAGE. THE NEWS WOULD BE VERY WELCOME. INFURTHER
CONVERSAT-MON ¢:T EMERGED THAT GHAREKHAN WAS UNAWARE OF THE DETAILS

OF THE CONTRACT OR THE TiMhNG OF :kTS SIGNATURE.

3. BROOMF:WELD SPOKE SUBSEQUENTLY TO SECRETARY CIV.1L AV LATION

WHO ALSO REFERRED TO CABANET CLEARANCE THI'S MORN.ING AND SAID THAT
HIS ENTENT:ION WAS TO SUNG THE WESTLANDS CONTRACT ON 15 MAKCt.

THIS WOULD ENABLE THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL GRANT AGREEMENT TO BE
SGNED ON 17 MARCH. WE Wil BE CHECKING THESE T:IMINGS WITH
WESTLANDS,» WHO ARE MEET.ING THE DEPARTMENT OF CAVH. AVATION THIS
AFTERNOON TO CLEAR UP THE LAST OUTSTANDING POINT ON THE(R CONTRACT.
THE FNANCE MENDSTRY HAVE JUST TOLD US THAT THEY WISH TO StGN THE
GRANT AGREEMENT ON 15 (NOT 17) MARCH.

L. PLEASE ADVANCE PS/NO 10, PS/S OF S, PS/MR RAISON AND VEREKER
ODA.
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