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US/SOVIET RELATIONS: PRESIDENT REAGAN'S MESSAGE TO GORBACHFY.,

SUMMARY

1. 1N A LARGELY ATMOSPHERIC LETTER TO GORBACHEV, PRESHDENT
REAGAN REWEWS HIS CALL FOR PROGRESS TOWARDS ANOTHER SUMMIT

AND SUGGESTS THAT SHULTZ AND SHEVARDNADZE SHOULD MEET AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE, PERHAPS N EUROPE F THIS WOULD SULT SHEVARDNADZE
BETTER THAN WASHINGTON. -

UETAIL

2. THE US CHARGE (PLEASE PROTECT) HAS GINVEN MY FRENCH AND

GERMAN COLLEAGUES, AND HME, A SUMMARY OF PRESU{DENT REAGCAN'S

LATEST LETTER TO GORBACHEV WHICH WAS DELJWERED 4N MOSCOW ON
24 MAY. (THHES S THE LETTER REFERRED TO BY GORBACHEY

DURING RIS MEETING WiTH LORD WHITELAW ON 26 MAY = MY TELNO 648).
= Y g

3. THE STATED PURPOSE OF THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER WAS TO CONVEY
H1S PERSONAL THOUGHTS ON THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF US/SOViET
RELATIONS. AFTER EXPRESSANG HI'S ADMIRATION FOR THE WAY AN WHICH
THE SOVIET PEQPLE HAD CONDUCTED THEMSELVES & THE CHERNOEYL
;Eliggg AND OFFER{NG HIS CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAD SUFFERED
|7, THE PRESIDENT SAND THAT HE WELCOMED GORBACHEV'S
PROPOSALS FOR IMPROVED INTERNAT.ONAL COOPERATHON ON NUCLEAR
SAFETY. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE TAME HAD COME TO DRAW A LJNE
UNDER THE M:SUNDERSTANDINGS WHICH HAD ARISEN FOLLOWING THE
CHERNOBYL ACCIDENT: HE REGRETTED SOVIAET MIS.INTFRPRETATHON
OF US MOTA-VES i COMMENTANG ON THE ACCHDENT BUT ALLOWED THAT

THES WAS ALL TOO CHARACTERISTIC OF THE PRESENT PHASE OF THE
BILATERAL RELAT:ONSHP,

SUMMIT, WHICH HAD BEEN (N KEEPING WITH THE AGREEMENT
AT GENEVA TO ACCELERATE THE US/SOVHET DULALOGUE. N
OF A DIRECT SOVIET RESPONSE HE HAD TRIED TO CONVEY
NN, DURMNG THE LATTER'S FAREWELL VASIT, HIS VIEWS
ARMS REDUCTIONS, INF AND THE LIMITATION OF
CAPABILLTIES. HE HAD OFFERED DISCUSSIONS
PERTS ON NUCLEAR TESTIHNG AND VER(FJCATION. HE
) THAT S1% MONTHS HAD EFFECTIWELY BEEN LOST :IN THE
4 POSITIVE SOVIET REACTAON. HE AGREED THAT T /toas

CONT!DENTIAL

3 48 %,
Lt M m

I?-




CON.DENTIAL

WAS LMPORTANT THAT THE NEXT SUMMIT SHOULD TAKE PLACE (N AN
APPROPRIATE ATMOSPHERE: THE ATMOSPHERE COULD BE AFFECTED FOR
GOOD OR JLL BY PUBLJC STATEMENTS BY THE TWO LEADERS: #N HIS, HF

WOULD REAFFJARM HUS COMMITMENT TO MAKING PROGRESS TOWARDS
BETTER UNDFRSTANDING BETWEEN THE TWO POWERS. ’

5. PRESHDENT REAGAN CONCLUDED BY PROPOSING THAT SECRETARY

SHULTZ AND FORE LGN MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE SHOULD NOW

MFET AS SOON AS POSSIBLE:

AND THAT «# 4T SUHKTED SHEVARDNADZE
BETTER TO MEET SHULTZ I4 EUROPE RATHER THAN BN WASHINGTON, A
EUROPEAN VENUE - THE PRESI:DENT SUGGESTED HELS}:
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ENTIRELY ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNWTED STATES. —
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