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OUR TELNO 2619 (NOT TO ALL)s REYKJAVIK SUMMITs US REACTIONS

. SUMMARY

1. NERRL CONGRESS/PRESS REACTIONS SPLIT ALONG PARTY LINES.
AW REYKJAVIK POSSIBLY A SWALL NEGATIVE FACTOR FOR
F3LICANS ON & KOVEMBER, WIDESPREAD CONCERN AMCNG THE

EXPERTS AT THE US PROPOSAL FOR MUTUAL ABOLITICN OF ALL BALLISTIC

MISSILES. GENERAL EXPECTATION OF A SOVIET PROPAGANDA OFFENSIVE

TO SPLIT NATO OK SDI.
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2, THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO THE RATION (MY TUR) REFLECTES

A CONSCIOUS DECISION TO PLAY UP THE ACHIEVEMENTS SO NEARLY

REGISTERED [} REYKJAVIK. THE UPBEAT TONE, AND REPEATED

RCFERENCES TO PROGRESS MADE, WAS [N SHARP CONTRAST TOQ TH

DEPARTURE STATEMENTS AT REYKJAVIK (MY TELS NOS 2614/6). THE

CHANGE OF TONE HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY EXTENSIVE POINDEXTER

PRESS BRIEFIKGS (SEC SEPARATE TEL) ON THE START AND INF

PROVISIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED 1N REYKJAVIK,

3. THE PRESS, AND PUBLIC OPINIGN, HAS NOT YET FULLY DIGESTED

THE WEEKEND'S EVENTS, AND THE ADMINISTRATION'S CHANGE OF

EMPHASIS. BUT MR RENTON'S REFERENCE IN BRUSSELS TO THE QUOTE

SERIOUS PROPOSALS WHICH EMERGED UMQUOTE IN REYXKJAVIK HAS BEEW

WIDELY WOTED, ARD CERTAIN EROAD THEMES OF COMMINT ARE ALRLADY

EHERGING, .

4. FIAST, ON THE CZINTRAL QUESTIOH OF WhETHER THE PRESILENT wAS

RIGHT TO REFUSE T3 ACCEPT A ™ORE RESTRICTIVE REGEFIHITION OF

THE ABMT, wWw#ICH wCULD HAVE AFFECTED SDI, AS THE PRICE TR

SATISFACTORY CUTLINE AGRETMENTS ON START AND INF, US OPHHIDN

DIVISES ON PARTY LINES. REPUBLICAN SPUKESHEN 3UPPORT Wi,

LUGAR ARGUING THAT JORBACHEV'S TACTICS WERE A JUOTE TRAP TD PUT

THE US 1 PERPETUAL JEOPARDY OF THE REMAINING ICBNS UNCUOTE AND

NOTING THAT QUOTE TheE PRESIDERT 288 NOT SLIKK UnJdUOTL, ANC

RESTRICTED /AcTeD




RESTRICTED

ACTED PROPERLY TC PRESERVE US SECURITY. KEMP TAQUGHT THE
PRESIDENT'S CONDUCT MAGHNIFICENT, AND MOTED WITH APPROVAL THAT
QUOTE THE PRESIDENT 1S COMMITTED TO MOVING FORWARD ON SDI, AND
HAS A EQUAL COMMITMENT TO OFFENSIVE ARMS REDUCTIONS, BUT NOT ONE
AT THE EXPENSE OF THE OTHER UNQUOTE. RIGHT-wINGC COLUMHISTS ARE
EQUALLY SUPPORTIVE: GEORGE WILL SEES REYKJAVIK AS QUOTE THE
PRESIDENT'S FINEST HOUR UNQUOTE.
5, ON THE DEMOCRAT SIDE NUNN THOUGHT THAT THE QUTCOME SHOwWED
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION'S MAJCR PRIORITY WAS TC PROTECT $DI, EVEN
AT THE EXPENSE OF GIVING UP THE PROSPECT OF DCEP CUTS IN SOVIET
OFFENSIVE SYSTEMS. THERE HAD BEEN A CHANCE TG QUOTE EXCHANGE
A RESEARCH-TYPE BLUEPRINT, OR AT LEAST RESTRICTICHS OM IT, FOR
SOVIET MISSILES THAT ARE ALREALY DEPLOYED AND THREATEN GUR
NATION UNQUOTEs 1T SHOULD NOTHAVE BEEN MISSED. HART SAID
THAT QUOTE UNREASONABLE ATTACHMENT TO A SPECULATIVE SPACE-BASED
DEFENSIVE SYSTEM UNQUOTE 1S BLOCKING REAL PRUGRESS TOWARLS
ARMS CONTROL, QUOTE THE ADMINISTRATIGN APPARCNTLY NEVER
INTENDED TO USE SDI AS A BARGAINING CHIP, AS THEY HAVE SO CFTEW
ALLEGED UNQUOTE.
5. THIS DIVISION WAS PREDICTABLE:s HARDER TO PREDICT ARL THE
EFFECTS OF REYKJAVIK ON MID-TERM ELECTIOK PROSPECTS. THERE CAN
BE NO DOUBT THAT A DEAL IN REYKJAVIK WOULD HAVE BEEH A MAJOR
ELECTORAL PLUS FOR THE REPUBLICANS IN THE COUNTRY AT LARGL (WHATCZVER
TROUSBLE IT MIGHT HAVE CAUSED THE PRESIDERT wITH THE RIGHT WING
FRINGE). IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE BREAKDUWN IN REYKJAVIK WILL
CONSTITUTE A COMPARABLE PLUS FOR THE DEMOCRATS, FOR THIRE MAY BE
A RAL INCLINATION TC RALLY ROUND THE PRESIDRERT (AKD H!S
TELEVISED ADDRESS WAS WwELL CALCULATED TO ENCOURAGE THIS). .
THERE PROBABLY IS 304 NET GAIN TO THE DEMOCRATS, BuUT £COnaMIC
FACTORS ARE LIKELY TO HAVE GREATER WEIGHT ON & NCOVEMBER.
7. A SUB-THEME IN COMMENTS ON THE SUMMIT 1S WIDESPREAD PUZZLEMENT AT
THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL FOR THE MUTUAL ABOLITION OF ALL BALLISTIC
MISSILES WITHIN 13 YEARS. BRZEZINSK! HAS DESCRIBED TdlS AS
MAK | 4G EUROPE SAFLC FOR SOVIET CONVENTIONAL ATTACKz KUK HAS
SAID THAT THERE WOULD HAVE DEEN HEART ATTACKS AHONS
US_ARMY AND AIR FCRCE GENCRALS IF GORBACHEV HAp
THE WASHINGTON POST FIND3 THE PRESIDERT'S PROPGOSAL
THE wWALL STREET JOURNAL LAUGHABLE.
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8. THE PRESS ARE HOWEVER UNANIMOUS IN NOW EXPECTING A SOVIET
PROPAGANDA OFFENSIVE DESIGNED TO PIN THE DLAME FOR ACRGCSS THE
BOARD FAILURE IN REYKJAVIK OR THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL COMMITHENT
TO SDl. KARPOV'S WEST ZUROPEAN VISITS ARC SEEN AS THE LIKELY

. FIRST STAGE IN THE OFFENSIVE. THE PRESS NOTE THAT THERE |S

o a. LITTLE WESTERN EUROPEAN ENTHUSIASN FOR SDI, BUT THEY ALSC KOTE

. THAT ALLIED REPRESENTATIVES AT NATO ON 13 OCTO3ER WERE wOT

% ANCLINED TO BLAME THE PRESIDENT FOR DIGGING IN ON $SDI.
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