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I undertook to wr*tevt y u inm reply to your Written
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Question of+30 October concerning child abuse. _
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__We share_the horror-shown by everyone -in the community

0 ermrecent_traglc cases where chlldren have been seriously
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‘iij red or kllléd at the hands of their parents. None of
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~mus can- fall to-be deepiy affected by the terrlble sufferlngs
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of the chlldren 1nvolvedﬁ1nfthese cases: _Epey make it all

_the:morelemperatlve.that—we do all we can to avoid any recurrence.

____ The prlmary responsxblllty—for safeguardlng children

from harm rests on those who provide services to protect

“and help individual children and on the co-operation between

—

them and people in the community. This inevitably requires
difficult_decisions. Those inveolved have to balance the

need to protect children from the few parents who may harm
them against the desire to keep a family together. That balance

will be different in every individual case.
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~ ensure that_there is a framework that will provide co-0perat10nf

between the dlfferent services and to ensure also that, where

errors of judgement have occurred, the circumstances in each
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~—~ case are thoroughly and expertly examined. Co-operation

i -i:.is_a_COmplexqmatter, for while local authority social-services

‘:;—-&¥—~ﬂdepartments-wti1 be in the lead, cases often involve health
_;:authorltiee,_the-pollce—and probation services, education
*;htg@thbritEESTfaﬁaTSOmetiﬁes the voluntary sector. A major
~programme of work has now been undertaken by the Department
“of-Health and Social Securlty, 11a151ng where approprtate
W1th other government departments, to bring up to date the

d%fferent_aspects of that framework.

:;The main elements of the programme are as follows:

Review of Child Care Law.,» A consultative decument

was published on 4 October, the main recommendations
are designed to focus on the interests of tée child
= and produce a clearer, simpler legal framework.

‘The consultation period ends on 15 January 1986.

Review of Child Abuse Guidance. Work is in hand
to bring up to date the guidance on the handling
of cases (inCludingﬁthe use of registers and collaboration).

- A consultative paper is planned for issue around

the end of the year.
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h}id.ibuse-iﬁquirles. A consultative paper was
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ssued in July 193

‘Wthh seeks to speed up and
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___cases arise. " The consultation period ends on 30

meovember. o
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a;rangementsﬁfo;_reylewlng the situation of every
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has-in hand an inspection of the supervision of

'SOClal workers. A report of this should be available

around the end of the year. 1In addition, the Central

iCoun011 for the Educatlon and‘Tralnlng in Social
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_T;ﬁ__ﬁ_Work are currently consultlng —on proposals for

improvement in the training of social workers.
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intQ various aspects of child care activity including

_ - <child abuse. The Department is mounting a dissemination

exercise to cover a major programme of research
- which was completed at the end of last year on

decision making by social workers in child care.
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S The intention is to convey the lessons for good
practice which the research findings have highlighted

to individual social workers by a series of regional

seminars and training aids.







__gsldorthis_prggramme. agenc1es concerned Wlth child -
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uSQ are“dﬁle to study the'reports of publlc 1nqu1r1es into
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"pre%1ous cases- The DHsS:publlshed in 1982 an analysis of
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"Tfthe;publlshed reports of 18 1ngu1r1es, held between 1973
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‘;:ﬁq;iﬁ;aigﬁ;igsl ngheggnlll sh rtly“have avallable the report of
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-"the"iﬁgplnzféonaucted_by_H:?Louls Blom -Cooper into the circumstances_
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4¢hﬁ~~ffhs:you'W111 see, the—programme outllned above is well
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ﬁﬁaﬁancéa__ d_ITam'coanaéﬁf“thaffit Wlll enable the local
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"”'I;i,#wservrces 1nﬁ'1$§6"w1thf_hlld ébuse cases to bring about positive
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_;%=?—::flmprovementszinfthelr servxces-'.Of course, even one case
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| fhf*any_prOposals “aimed *f'prevehtlng them altogether. I
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g ;nét,-ﬁowever, belleVE'that a- judlClal inquiry of the kind
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_ybu—suggestﬂwould necessarrly achleve that objective.
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