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1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. AS THE NEWS TICKERS WILL BAVE TOLD YOU, PRIME
MINISTER THATCHER SAW THE QUEEN TODAY AND THEN ANNOUNCED
THAT SHE IS CALLING A GENERAL ELECTION FOR JUNE 11.
PARLIAMENT WILL BE DISSOLVED ON MONDAY, MAY 18. THERE
IS PALPABLE RELIEF IN POLITICAL CIRCLES HERE THAT THE
FORMAL PART OF THE ELECTION IS FINALLY UNDER WAY.

RARELY IN RECENT YEARS HAS THERE BEEN SO MUCH DISCUSSION
ABOUT AN ELECTION FOR SO LONG, AND THE COUNTRY IS
PSYCHOLOGICALLY READY.

3. THE GENERAL SENTIMENT IN BRITAIN IS THAT MRS.

THATCHER WILL BE RETURNED TO POWER. THAT IS A SENTIMENT

WITH WHICH I WOULD AT THIS POINT AGREE. SHE APPEARS TO
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HAVE A VERY GOOD CHANCE OF WINNING, ASSUMING THAT THE
LABOR PARTY AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC/LIBERAL ALLIANCE
CONTINUE TO SPLIT THE OPPOSITION VOTE. THE MOST RECENT
POLLS HAVE SHOWN A SOMEWHAT MORE VOLATILE ELECTORATE
THAN THE EARLIER ONES THAT GOT THE JUNE ELECTION
BANDWAGON ROLLING AT FULL STEAM AND ALMOST ONE-THIRD QF
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THE VOTES APPEAR TO BE "FLOATERS." WE WILL BE WATCHING
THE ELECTION PROCESS VERY CAREFULLY. IF I SENSE A
CHANGE OF MOOD HERE, I WILL FLAG IT FOR YOU RIGHT AWAY.
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| IIT IS ESSENTTAL THAT ALL B1
. AY ON THE SIDELINES AND '

NOT PERMIT ANY ACCUSATIONS TO SURFACE THAT WOULD SUGGEST
THAT WE HAVE INTERFERED IN BRITISH INTERNAL AFFAIRS. I
AM STRESSING THIS POINT TO MY OWN STAFF AND TRUST THAT
YOU WILL HELP ASSURE THAT EVERYONE IN WASHINGTON LIES
LOW DURING THE ELECTION PERIOD.

5. I MIGHT FLAG ONE FINAL POINT: MRS. THATCHER'’S
ATTENDANCE AT THE VENICE SUMMIT. WHEN I SAW HER TEN
DAYS AGO, SHE SEEMED TO BE A LITTLE HESITANT ABOUT
LEAVING THE BATTLEFIELD IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY AHEAD OF
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THE ELECTION. I FRANKLY DON'T KNOW WHY SINCE SHE
SUCCESSFULLY PUT IN AN APPEARANCE AT THE WILLIAMSBURG
SUMMIT JUST BEFORE THE 1983 ELECTION, AND AS HER VISIT
TO MOSCOW PROVED, SHE GETS AN AWFULLY GOOD PRESS AS A
RANKING INTERNATIONAL STATESMAN. SHE HAS SINCE MADE
CLEAR THAT SHE INTENDS TO GO TO VENICE, BUT HER
APPEARANCE THERE MAY PROVE TO BE A RELATIVELY BRIEF ONE.
PRICE
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