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' Q Peter Pringle, from The Independent in lLondon. Over
the years, Britain, {rrespective of which political pacty is in
power, has enjoyed a strong, special relationship with the United
States, including an American military presense with nuclear weapons

-on British soil. Icrespective of the result of the genaral election
now being fought in Britain, will you do everything in your power to
maintain this relationship in genaral and specific terms?

THRE PRESIDENT: Yes. 1It's diffi{cult for me to conceive
of & time when we would not have the almost family relationghip that
we have between our two countries, I have admired the == your Prime
Minister and thea progress that has been made in many fields there,
but I know that I can't go bayond that because I'm not going to.
again, intervene or express an opinion with regard to your politics.

' But the relationship between our two countries does go
back many, many years and I think it would take more than an slec:cion
in either one of our countries to change that.
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Q Mr. President, you'll be meeting Mcs. Thatcher when
you go to Venice. She may shortly be replaced as Prime Minister of
Great Britain. Will you presecve the special telationship between
American and Great Britain, whoever is in power in Britain?

TRE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think the relationship between our
tvo countries has been an almost fanily telationship for nmany years
and many different governments of the United Kingdom in the past. 1

~don't want to seem to, in any way, try to influence the elsction in
England, but I have to tell you that I have geceat admiration for the
nanner in which Prime Minimter Thatcher has handled, not only the
domestic affairs, but the international affairs. And beyond that, !
can't go with an election ceming up. .

Q But we could be quite clear on the firet part of ay
question, that even if there was a government in the United Kingdonm
which embraces unilateral disarmament and seeks the removal of .
nuclear bases from Great Britain, you would still maintain your
special relationship with such a government? :

THR PRESIDENT: 1 would try with all of my might to
persuade that government not to make those grievous errors, and yet
48 1 say, we have had a friendly relationship that has survived laboc
governments in the past, as well as conservative governments there.
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