CONFIDENTIAL

116201
MDHIAN 0542

CONFIDENTIAL
FM WARSAW
TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELNO 680
OF 071230Z NOVEMBER 88
INFO ROUTIME EAST EUROPEAN POSTS, WASHINGTON, BONN, UKDEL NATO

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT: GENERAL IMPRESSIONS
SUMMARY

1. THE PRIME MINISTER VISITED POLAND FROM 2 TO 4 NOVEMBER. SHE
HAD NINETY MIMUTES OF TALKS WITH PRIME MINISTER RAKOWSKI (HER
OFFICIAL HOST) AND TWO SESSIONS WITH GENERAL JARUZELSKI (NEARLY
THREE HOURS ON 3 NOVEMBER, FORTY-FIVE MINUTES ON 4 NOVEMBER)

WHO ALSO MADE AN UNANNOUNCED APPEARANCE AT THE AIRPORT TO SAY
FAREWELL TO HER. THE OFFICIAL PART OF HER PROGRAMME INCLUDED
WREATH-LAYING AT THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER AT WARSAW, AT
WESTERPLATTE IN GDANSK AND AT A NEW MEMORIAL TO AN RAF CREW IN
WARSAW. 1IN THE PRIVATE PROGRAMME SHE SAW CARDINAL GLEMP AND TWO
GROUPS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF UNOFFICIAL OPINION IN WARSAW, WHILE
IN GDANSK SHE MET WALESA AND HIS SENIOR ADVISERS AND LAID FLOWERS
ON THE MEMORIAL TO SHIPYARD WORKERS SHOT IN THE 1970 RIOTS. SHE
ALSO GAVE AN INTERVIEW TO POLISH TV AND A PRESS CONFERENCE AS WELL
AS SEEING BRITISH TV. DETAILED RECORDS OF THE VARIOUS MEETINGS HAVE
EITHER ALREADY BEEN DESPATCHED OR WILL FOLLOW. THIS TELEGRAM
CONTAINS A GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE VISIT WITH SOME IMPRESSIONS.

DETAIL

2. THE VISIT , THE FIRST EVER BY A BRITISH PRIME MINISTER, WAS
SUCCESSFUL AND GAVE HER EXTENSIVE OPPORTUNITIES:

A) TO PUT THE CASE FOR THE LINK BETWEEN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
REFORM SEMICOLON

8) TO GAUGE THE PRIORITIES OF THE POLISH LEADERSHIP AND THE
PROSPECTS FOR REFORM SEMICOLON

C) TO SEE THE STRENGTH OF THE FORCES RALLIED UNDER THE BANNER OF
SOLIDARITY SEMICOLON

D) TO URGE THE NEED FOR GOVERNMENT AND SOLIDARITY TO TALK ON A
BASIS OF FAIRNESS AND GOOD FAITH.

3. THERE WAS MASSIVE COVERAGE IN THE POLISH MEDIA BOTH BEFORE AND
DURING THE VISIT. THIS REFLECTED GENUINE POLISH PLEASURE AND
INTEREST IN HAVING THE PRIME MINISTER HERE. FOR THE LEADERSHIP IT
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WAS ALSO; HOW -THEY: TRIED, :0- USE HER AUTHORITYN- -FOR -THEIR, OMWN ENDS o 5
POLISH MEDIA TREATMENT, THUS PLAYED UP- THE ECONOMIC ,CONTEXT, OF;:HER;: -
MESSAQﬁ-WHILEnsuPRESSING THE POLITICAL. A SIMILAR DISTORTION MEANT
THAT, THE PRIVATE PROGRAMME MWAS VIRTUALLY»IGNORED BY, ROLISH TVq jnpyk
AND, PRESS : THERE HAVE BEEN ONLY THE BRIEFEST. OF REFERENGE& LN THE -
NEWSPAPERS. (THOUGH IN THEMSELVES THESE REPRESENT ‘A BREAK, 11, 2 25000
THROUGH): T0: THE MEETING WITH WALESA -AND, THE LAYING -OF . FLQHERS AT ;o n
"THE SHIPYARD WORKERS' MEMORIAL. . THE SITUATION WAS FURTHER: > ;= =yn0t
4 POINTED UP; WHEN, ; VERTUALLY; ON:-THE .EVE, OF THE VISIT, THE GOVERNMENT :
ANNwNpan THE HBARLY: LIGQUIDATION -OF THE LENIN SHIPYARD EN LDANSK 4.
THE BIRTHRLACE OF, SOLIDARITY,:; AND: ATTEMPTED ;TC. -PORTRAY:AS 1 :a .
ECONOMIC A DECESION: WHICH WS ~CRUCIALLY: POLITICAL. ~ THES Q&S~A*r;ﬁq
BLATANT ATTEMPT: TO- WRONG~FOOT THE -PRIME MINISTER BY, FORCING - N
HER IN A DELICATE STTUATION TO CHOOSE BETWEEN -THE ECONOMIC. kNDJTHE4
POLITECAL LONTEXT; OF HER MESSAGE W -7 £ty "4 tna v, 3anvgyy, “oTad &4
_ SEMALa B g At nan g
L. THIS CHALLENGE WAS MET BY THE PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH AT
GENERAL: :JARUZELSKI*S: DINNER, ., THE SPEECH, -PUBLISHED -IN FULL'INT ‘5
THE POLILSH PRESS, SET: OUT STRONGLY -THE VIEW THAT FREEDOM OF - 1= 0
EXPRESSTON. AND: ASSOCTATIONy, THE RIGHT -TO FORM FREE: ﬁNDﬂ{NDEPE&ME&Fq
TRADE, UNIONS, AND: A REAL: DIALOGUE BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND, REPRESENT= .
ATIVES y:0F: ALL -SECTIONS, OF SOCFETY, INCLUDING SOLIDARITY. vqﬁ1*7 u
 REPRESENTED :THE ONLY: WAY: o TO- ACHIEVE A SUCCESSFUL . SpLUJI@N ~T.0 . £ @
- THE POLISH PROBL EMS.: <IN :GDANSK: uALESA,&wb His_sewlo&.soLIDAwkrﬁﬂaw
COLLEAGUES ,» EXPRESS ING ‘PLEASURE AT: THE :CONTENTS OF -HER spsemnﬂ«;qa«
| Exkamen=wﬂv~¢Hﬁw3aQuBTEu-T&E-ﬁENubNENEss OF THE GOVERNMENT'S:

'O FFER 0% :ROUND: TABLE, DISCUSSLONS.. v THEY, BASED -THELR-MISTRUST @N :
PﬁSﬁwﬁXﬁﬁﬁﬂEﬂ££¢aFEAR Tﬂ@T THE¥ WOUL D &E‘wRAHN INTO. -AN- Emoueas £ o

‘SERL&

MsTH@ﬁ#£GAbISATIONyOF-60LIDARLTY~-w«
'PUTTING IT BEYOND THE REAQH#@&ﬁﬁRBIFRARXcDE£4§IeNS:ﬁY A PAREY OF o3
GOVERNMENT = WAS TO THEM ESSENTIAL IF THE GOVERNMENT WAS TO PROVE
~ 1'TS GOOD FAITH., NEVERTHELESS, WALESA SEEMED NOT TO EXCLUDE
"AGREEMENT TO ROUND TABLE TALKS IF SOLIDARITY COULD PARTICIPATE AS
OF RIGHT: AND: NOT ON: A BASIS DETERMINED BY THE GOVERNMENT.. THE -
PRIME. MINLS TER, SALD THAT PROVIDED THE OEFER OF ROUND TABLE TALKS:
. WAS ;&M 600D (FAITH, THERE .COULD BE ADVANTAGE IN . GETTING A PROCESS
- OFy RIALOGUE WUNDER, ,{N:AY‘.,. X Lot B R E GUA% LF GOoEy T R0 RGE LK
&,J;g&; "”“%eﬁ-‘ﬂ'fﬁ" _._I,-f;-_: & 2 e - : :y ot B8 : S N O
LT Wﬁﬁ~SE&§E*OF*MODERATION AND REASQNABLENESS GIVEN BY HALESA IN A
 HIS PREVATE MEETLING WITH -THE PRIME MINISTER AND OVER: .LUNCH WETH .-
THIM ANDy H ISy COLL EAGUES: WAS::POWERFULLY REINEORCED BY:. CROWDS; OF -
PEOPLE “O:F- :ALL AGES PRESENT. AND :CHEERING WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER
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LAID FLOWERS AT THE SHIPYARD WORKERS' MEMORTIAL 'IN° GDANSKI'AND % Z4i
EARLTER ON ‘FATHER POPIELUSZKO'S’ 'GRAVE'-TN WARSAW, AND 'IN ’s't! BR YGZI?D A'S
CHURCH "IN '6DANSK. " 'THESE WERE: PEOPLE -OF ALL AGES’ JO“RDER”LY goopt At
HUMOURED, "CHANTING SOLIDARITY SLOGANS AND SINGTNG A PA*TRIbTrc‘ HYMN.
I BELTEVE THE PRIME MINISTER WAS GREATLY ‘I“M‘ERESS‘E*D WY rH1s WBUND ANT
PROOF OF WIDE 3SCUPP0RT FoR "SOLIDARITY"S -ASPIRATIONS A5 A" FORCE ‘rHA*‘r
coul’s* NOT "EE DENIED. " BUT WHEN'"SHE RELAYED HER' TMPRESSTONS™ TGPV 177
JARUZELSKE FIINI ' THETR FINAL wnsxr:—“rm*eT IN WARSAW HE COUNTERED WITH A: 807
TOUGH AT TMACK “ON SOLIDARITY. * IN ‘Fogt THEIR -ACTIONS HAD Lfto""rdl’lﬁ’e»s"mu
THAT - HiAD BEEN DRNECEROUS NOTF T0' JUST '‘POLUAND “ALIONE.! " *HE AW Gs*t}“l."r-bA’R =3
ITY AS A SOURCE 0 PoLITECAL *AND EICONOMIT FWSTASTL ITY N mw»
POLISH OGP EON POLLS “INDICATED -SUPPORT 2FOR "THE! "6 OVEIRNMENT s gmm
EMPHASIS ON "BiCONOMIC REFORM AS ‘THE “WAY AHEAD. "RATHER THILLINGLY, . ™
RAKOWSKT HAD'EARLIER 'TOLD ‘ME'IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION OVER LUNCH T-HM‘
HE HATED EVERYONE IN POLAND WHO THOUGHT TFHINGS' CouLD: BECHANGED '~ °

BY POLITICAL IMETHODS.

P e - s Ay g o AR S 7 B g0 "% %
BRIy AR S gAML WA e Y 241 Zak ':: AHT gt k2

-

6. THE TALKS WITH RAKOWSKI “FOCUSSED ‘MAINLY ‘ON Econ‘on-rc MAnT»Tek’s 34 7’“
OUTLINING ‘HIS' PROGRAMME OF «»EF%RM,H RAXKOWSKT (SATD THAT HE "HAD TO 2% °
EXPECT *STERIKES AND ‘DEMONSTRATIONS {A'S "RECONSTRUCTION WENT AHEAD.L 9% .
HE “WAS PREPARED' TO: ﬂ1f’oue1+ “FHESE OUT. : “THE POLESH DEBT PROBLEM uAs~—°‘»5- r
MENTIONED ONLY BRIEFLY.S " IRAKOWSKI 'SPOKE DF THE NEED o' CREATE %A= " 1
BREATHING “SPACE CFOR “THE POLTSH ECONOMY TO RESPOND fo HTs NEW 7E™ 153
MEASURES I T-0VER LUNCH He' PRESSED -HARD' FOR HELP OVER RESTHEDULING %7
POLISH DEBT. “FHE PRIME' MINISTER REMINDED ‘HIM S0°F THE “NEED FOR SOUND
INVESTMENTF “AND OF THE IMPORTFANCE Y'F :REACHING ‘AGREEMENT "WITH THE: #® * 7
IMF ON AN‘ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMME. T THE "SAME NOTHE whAS AL 80" STRUCK TN ©
HER SPEECH AT ‘GENERAL'ARUZEL SKIS DINNER WHEN ﬁ""’i.""o OK'ING 'FORWARD 1"0
THE DAY WHEN -D'TALOGUE f’e“sﬁw‘sfw‘%mf‘éﬁn’wém SEND SO TETY HAST CREATED
THE TCEIMATE ‘FOR REGHT "OHOTCES 50 BE MADE) -SHE "SA fd TH POLAND™S - ‘“*”
FRTENDS WOULY “SUPPORT "AN "IMF apfnor»émﬁn‘é" AND' BE 'READY 'TD RESCHED L7237
DEB'r"é‘ E’)Q‘IAE‘ND“ é’rﬁswt*‘rs AND IW‘ES% “EN S O’LVAND b ‘f AHT 4761373 *_” a9 ””U‘

P Ra v 34,9

SOME concuusxons s N ?f?F&i-‘?ﬂjf: eFé?J TR “f’?'ﬁ*“ﬁ §TE
AR %”&( P 11 2 % TR B E 5 B R SR S .4:’..: 3
7. INBERIEVESEWAT THE ’POLfSH BUTHORITIES HER‘E Pwﬁas@o‘ BY WH’E* A AL
COURSE " OF -THE VISIT (THOUGH ”THEY" WILL "HAVE DI'SLIKED: HER SPEECH h‘:w‘?*‘i
THE SOLIDARITY DEMONSTRATIONS).': ‘RAKOWSKI'-AND' -THE -POLI'SH 'F"ok‘fr?@m Y
MINISTER SAID AS MUCH TO ME AT THE AIRPORT ON 4 -NOVEMBER.! AS! UsUaL,’
THEY WILL MAKE SELECTIVE USE OF IT FOR THEIR OWN INTERNAL PURPOSES.
ON THE EVIVENCE OF ‘THE VISIT THEY :REMAIN CONVINCED THAT THEY TTAN ~©
MAKE "ECONOMIC' -PROGRESY WITHOUT MARING “SIGNIFICANT POLEFTT CAL 'oR' Y &1
SOCIAL ‘CONCESSIONS AND THAT “‘NATELONAL "RECONCHL FATFON' CAN' BE ACHIEVED:
BY CONSUUTATION WATHER THAN BY "RE-DEFINING YHE LIMITS! OF STATE AND °
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PARTY POHERS. UNLESS RAKOWSKI'S HONEYMOON PERIOD IS LONGER AND
MORE SUCCESSFUL THAN EXPERIENCE SUGGESTS; THIS IS UHERE THE GREATEST

~ RISK TO STBILITY LIES.

8. MEANHHILE, THE PRIME MINISTER HAS NOW EXTENDED THE RANGE OF
PEOPLE HERE WHO HAVE HEARD THE MESSAGE OF THE NECESSITY TO LINK
"POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORM. THERE IS NOW A WIDER BASIS FOR
"DISCUSSION OF THESE ISSUES: BETWEEN BRITAIN AND POLAND. AND UNTIL
“THE MESSAGE SINKS IN AND ‘IS ACTED ON, THOSE IN SOLIBARITY AND
ELSEWHERE PRESSING FOR THAT REFORM WILL BE ENCOURAGED BY HER VISIT
AS A POWERFUL DEMONSTRATION OF BRITISH INVESTMENT IN THEIR CAUSE.

~ BARRETT

DISTRIBUTION

MAIN

LIMITED PS/PUS

PROTOCOL PS/MRS CHALKER
EED ‘ PS/MR EGGAR

NEWS 1 ~° PS/MR WALDEGRAVE
INFO A TITRL A A "~ PS/SIR J FRETWELL
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