CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

9 November 1988

Prime Minister's visit to Poland: Message to the Pope

We spoke about a message from the Prime Minister to the
Pope, following up the Prime Minister's request for his ==
advice before her visit to Poland.

I attach a draft. If agreed, we would send the message
by telegram with the request that our Ambassador pass 1t on.

(J S Wall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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I was most grateful for Yo ‘ollness s advice

POPE.

in advance of my visit~to Poland last week, relayed
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recliation of the’polltlcal dlfflcultles in Polands
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and—hi+s hopes th something positive could be
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Jaruzelski aqé Prime Minister Rakowski, and talks
with a wide!éange of representatives of opposition
opinion. Iﬂpald a very moving visit to Gdansk, where
I was 1mpressed by the strength of support for
Solldarlyy and its aspirations. I was also struck by
the modeéation and common sense of Mr Walesa and

others in the Solidarity leadership, and by the order

and cheerfulness of the enthusiastic crowds in Gdansk

and at St StgﬂF;law Kostka’s Churchjl
I returned from Poland convinced that Solidarity
is a force that cannot be denied, and greatly

impressed by its leaders’ commitment to peaceful
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