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10 DOWNING STREET
Sth August 1979
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You came to see me on ti » month to talk about
Rhodesia, and I want: t { know about developments
since then, particular Lusaka,

from which Peter Carri t
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With that
in the summnx«

DaVld harlecn

between them,

of twelve African states;
taken by our High Commission

These extensive consultation

to confer legality on the prese

with its existing Constitution,

certainly, have been the only cvunvry

recognised the new independent State. Tnau would not
have fulfilled the objective set out in our Manifesto.

But there has been another equally serious objection.

To confer legal independence on the Bishop's government,
but then to find that no other countries would join us
in recognising that government would have been of little,
if any, real benefit to Rhodesia. It would have done
nothing to stop the war. The killing and 3

would have gone on. The white exodus would

continued. The economic prospects for Rhodesi

would have remained bleak. For all our consultations
had shown that neither the United States nor any
European country - let alone any African country

(with the possible exception of the Republic) would have
gone along with us.
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That is why I said in the House on the 25th of
that the Government had decided to try another way of
achieving our objective of international recognition
for an independent Rhodesia.

It is a way that
in the long run,
we will be aVWG

we believe will be
because if our plan is success
LO brwng other countries with

»wer of the

has

ful ;
us in
international
been achieved,
3 ending the war.
will go on.

As you know, I list

on 25th July and have
You guoted Alec Home.
seen his article in t“e
July wﬁo“ he w
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I enclose
about Rhod
accepted t
Government
that it was
call the Con
are no pre-con
to be eid under
supervised by the
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(as to which there
the elections
tlon should be
although

It will also
put forward

arrangements
independence
the Rhodesia

be for ish Government alone to
those proposals on the Constitutional

to achieve a proper basis for legal

to which I referred in the House during
debate last month.

ve were and we are determined
respOﬁSibility There is no question at all of our
hands ha en tied in Lusaka. It is, however,

a most significant achievement to have

that this is Britain's
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etter for Rhodesia

last month

secured the support




of every memb Commonwealth for the British plan.

I knowhow deep 1 1 1 10] you realise
how deep is mi i 1 i

would have pr

British Governmen

point of

course

in the way

changes to

internatio

war and of :
Conference

will be sent out

=
e

0

o

+ <
<

Q1

Q Qo

a
utc
2
©]
~
®

a
wi

[}
(Y

to me.
when I get b

Hon Julian Amery MP




Extract from the Final Communigue of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting,
_‘gyJi}a @umnst 1979

Sﬁut‘wrr _Africa

14. Heads of Governme had a frank discussion on the current
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problems of Southern Africa and their impli
Commonwealth and the wider international communit

recognising that certain developments since their

London have added new dimensions, they remained concerned by
the potential dangers inherent in the existing situation. They
therefore stressed ¢ urgent need for finding satisfactory

solutions to the remaining prc ] em: f this region.

ey, In

therefore:

confirmed tha Yy were wholly committed to genuine

black majorit f the people of Zimbabwe;

internal
in certain

respec

fully accepted that it is nstitutional responsibility
of the British Government 3 t legal independence to

Zimbabwe on

recognised that the search for a lasting settlemesnt must

involve all parties to the conflict;

were deeply conscious of the urgent need to achieve such
a settlement and bring peace to the people of Zimbabwe

and their neighbours;

accepted that independence on the basis of majority rule
requires the adoption of a democratic constitution including

appropriate safeguards for minorities;




o

acknowledge at the government formed under such

IS
independence constitution must be chosen through

and fair elections properly supervised under

Government authority, and with Commonwealth

Government's indication that an
’ancing towards thes
to call a constitutional

parties would be invited; and




The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, MP
10 Downing Street,
London SW1 9th August 1979
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I was sorry to strike a discordant note amid the acclaim with which
the Lusaka agreement was received in many quarters, But you have

listened - very patiently - to my views on Rhodesia, in private as

well as in the 1 and will scarcely be surprised.

shared -

mainingjinfluence i ; regime though the

criticism, islprobably Just strong enough to make i economic y and

erially viabie, But with some knowledge of Rhodesia, I believe
that any further dilution of White influence, that was more than
cosmetic, would almost certainly open the say for a takeover by the
Patriotic Front, This would inevitably advance the course of Soviet
Imperialism, Rhodesia would then become a launching pad for a
guerrilla offensive against South Africa, South Africa is, of course,
much more important to us than Rhodesia, and we €uld not allow it to
go under, But we should find it much karder, politically, to support
Mr Botha than Bishop Muzorewa: so better have our interests defended
on the Zambezi than on the Limpopo,
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Most of those con 'ned know little about Rhodesia; but they will
interpret the : cment

u
as appeasement of Soviet Imperialism and
ke

their faith in y as leader of a Conservative revival will be shaken,
I realise you
I should not be surpri

of the objections of o
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The second course

earlier position of agreei I the six principles had been
fulfilled, recognising ¢ esi >gime more or less as it is
and lifting the sanctions, tak we could
still recover much of the at home,

among Conservativss Woiiu
i

fg-{, e e%';\k—? ¢

\

\? -l /







&

FroM: THE RT. HoN. JULIAN AMERY, M.P.

. : 112, EATON SQUARE,
SWIW SAA

TEL: O1-235 1543
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Am.n.] r’r

20th August 1979

I am writing to acknowledge your
letter of 16th August as the Prime
Minister is away on a brief holiday
in Scotland. I shall, of course,
make sure that she sees this as soon
as she returns to London.

With best wishes.

Richard Ryder
Political Office

The Rt Hon Julian Amery MP




