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24th December 1979

You very kindly wrote last month suggesting
that the Prime Minister should meet
Mr Leslie Phillips who is, al; present,
acting in a play at the Savoy Theatre.

have added his name to the list of
those who might be invited to Downing Street
when a suitable opportunity arises.

We will try to get you here on the same
occasion.

Thank you very much for having taken the
trouble to write about it.

Ian Gow MP
Parliamentary Private Secretary

Nicholas Winterton Esq MP
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NICHOLAS R. WINTERTON, M.P.
(Macclesfield)
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I an Gow Esq MP
Par 1 i amentary Pri vat e Secret ary
Pri me Mini ster's Of f i ce
10 Downi ng St reet
LONDON SW I

Last Thursday I was at tendi ng a f unct i on at t he St Ermi n' s

Hot el where I met the act ors Franki e Howerd and Lesl i e

Phi 1 1 i ps and t he wri ter Kingsl ey Amis. I di d have a 1 ong

personal conversat ion wi th Lesl ie Phi 1 1 ips who you may be

int erested t o know has just opened i n a new show at t he Savoy
Theatre and he indicated that he was a very strong support er

of t he Conservat ive Party. He has been, i n f act I am not sure
i f he sti 1 I not , an elected of f i cer of Equi t y and he indicated

t o me t hat he would very much li ke an opport uni ty to meet the

Pri me Mi ni ster t o di scuss t he theat re i n general .

I bel i eve it is i mport ant f or us to maint ai n the widest

possi bl e cross -sect i on of support . i nc 1 udi ng support i n t he

art s and t he t heat re. and I am wondering t herefore whether i t

might be possi ble at some t i me in the fut ure f or Margaret to

meet Lesl i e Phil 1 ips at t he House of Commons. I know how

busy Margaret i s and t hat a meet i ng may not be possi ble in

t he i mmedi ate fut ure. but i f an off er of a meeti ng coul d be

made at some t ime I know that t his woul d be greatl y appreci at ed
and could do our cause consi derabl e good.
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