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4th March, 1980

May thanks for your letter of 26th February,
with which you enclosed a copy of a letter
of the previous day's date, which you had
sent to Keith Joseph.

I have shown your letter and its enclosure
to the Prime Minister.

Do please have a word about this.

Kenneth Baker, Esq., M.P.




From: KENNETH BAKER, M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
February 26,1980 LONDON, SW.1.

Ian Gow Esg MP
House of Commons
SW1A OAA

I thought you would like to
see a copy of the letter I sent

to Sir Keith Joseph MP, s
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Do the Department's forecasts support this
so, what can be done?? I am fearful that
may be much

regeneration of nev industries will not 'be sh
enough rtesults in our political time scale.

The policy options seem to fall into two groups, the
defensive and protective on the one hand, and the positive
on the other. The arguments for more protection a
bound to grow. I have no doubt that long term pro
can only be harmful to us, but some short term

give us more breathing space.

more determined policy on selective protection like
Can't we devise covert ways like fFrance :
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On the positive side, can't ve

help for our communications

afford as a country to lose one tri

of the few areas which will create j What more ca
wve do to help?

procurement is a vital cha supnort .
itish equipment be placed e to provide
Can public contracts contain an R &
Washington does? Can't more public ord
irms, where the difference in price, ¢
nce is narrow and where in the overseas
element of subsidy?

many Government department installed
word processing machin Whitehall?

t find ways of encocuraging th 1ew high technology
ies, and provide newv incentives for private sector 3
them. In the medium term, am ne at all desponde
tish industry. We have a good supply of invenltiveness
large pool of skills. The prob] is, as the
say, "getting our act t«




