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29th January, 1981

Thank you so much for your letter
of 28th January, together with its

enclosures,
Believe it or not, I actually had

a quiet and civilised conversation on this

subject with the person concerned yesterday!

IAN GOW
The Right Honourable Sir Ian Gilmour, Bt, M.P.

Lord Privy 5eal,
Foreign & Commonwealth Office,

London SW1l




Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SW1

28 January 1981
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Thank you for your letter of 26 January.

Here is a copy of Robin's letter of 11 December,
together with its enclosures, and you might be
interested in the enclosed copy of Nicholas

Ridley's reply.

Ian Gow Esq MP
10 Downing Street
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Personal.

AM%,

I thought that you might be interested to
see a copy of the letter which I have just despatched
to the Canadian High Commissioner,following her session
with C.P.A.Members to-day.

I also enclose a copy of the Bill which I

drafted this morning,and have attached to my letter to
her,and which I judge to meet the relevant circumstances.

I/

L

The Riéht.Hon.Lord Carrington,PC.
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I was indeed glad for the opportunity to
hear your case (with which I happen to agree) put
to my colleagues with such persuasive lucidity and
conviction.

. I would,however,be failing in my duty to

you if I left you in any doubt that your Government's
views are not shared by many,possibly most of my
-Parliamentary colleagues.To these must,of course,be
added Opposition Members who would see in a lengthy Bill
2 superb opportunity to wreck the Government's legislat-
ive time-table in whatever Session such a Bill comes
before the House.In short,the probability is that .

both the Bill itself and the Government's own programme
would come to grief.

: I am bound,therefore,to advise that the
zlternative procedure be adopted of securing legis—
lative patriation by a Bill containing only one effect-—

“ive clause,with the Long Title drawn in such specific
terms as to exclude the possibility of wide-spectrum
amendments being selected by the Chair for the Committee
and Report stages.Ths would obviate the mzjor obstructive
devices and opportunities;I believe that it would also
attract wide-spread and ma jority support,since it would
remove the temptation to debate the merit of the individual
alterations in the provisionsof the 1867 Act which your
Government contemplates. -

o et

H.E.The Canadian Hich Commissioner.
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Transfer from the Parlicment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland to the Parliament of Canada the function of tendering
to the Queen's most Excellent Ma jesty advice and consent in réspect of
any Bills amending the provisions of the British North America Act 1867,

and amendments thereto in subsequent Acts.

WHEREAS the provisions of The British North America Act 1867 restrict
the power of the Queen's most Excellent Majesty,by and with the advice
and consent of the Parlizment of Canzda,to enact amendments to the szid
Act in certain respects;

AND WHEREAS such amendments to The British North America Act 1867 can
only be made by the Queen's most Excellent Mz jesty by and with the
advice and consent of the Parlizment of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the Queen's most Excellent Majesty
should make any and all such amendments by and with the advice and
consent of the Parliament of Canada henceforth,and not of the Parliament
of the United Kingdom of Great Britzin and Northern Ireland:

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty,by and with the
advice and consent of the Lords Spritual and Temporal,and Commons, in
this present Parliament assembled,and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

(1)Her Majesty may,by and with the advice and consent of the Parlizment
of Canada,in Parliament assembled,and by the authority of the same,
enact without restriction amendments to the British North America
Act 1867,and any public cgeneral Acts amending its provisions.

(2)This Act may be cited a2s "The British North America Act 1867
(Amendment)Act 198-"'.







26th January, 1981

Canadian Constitution.

Thank you very much for your letter of 22nd January,
together with its enclosures. If I may say so,
think that Peter's letter to Robin Maxwell-Hyslop is
an excellent one.

So that my file may be complete, would you be kind enough,
please, to let me have a copy of Robin's letter to
Peter dated 11th December?

1t was very good of you to have agreed to see Robin
last Wednesday evening,

The Rt. Hon. Sir Ian Gilmour, Bt., M.P.




