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HMS Endurance

I was two and a half years old when my father roche:- the .7outh
Pole in 1912, and so I have had a great interest in th Laretic

throughout my life. I have been there five times, innhihn a
three day visit to the Pole, and on three occasions the itnary
has included the Falkland Islands. I am Chairman of the Trustees
of the new Falkland Islands Foundation, of which I wes onc: of tho
founders.

These circumstances embolden me to write to you now bees-ee oc
very great concern about the reported impending withdrawal of
HtS Endurance from the region. We do not any of us ',*now t.hot the
precise situation will be when the Antarctic Treaty eoirth in
1920, but it seems certain that the natural rese=cen of
Antarctica and the Sub-Antarctic Islands will eventually
exploited. At that time it would be a rajor tragedy tf
traditional interests and our sovereign ty in the Faliinnan ;Ind
been allowed to lapse through lack of understanding ang enterTan-
ation in this country. The potential loss to Britain etniild bo
very great indeed.

Having travelled in Argentina and visited their es the
Antarctic Peninsula, where contrary to the Treaty mili[ory unitorm
is worn by all personnel, and havino been invited to no]d the first
baby to be born on the Antarctic continent (then 10 days ola), wnosb
mother had been flown in, when pregnant, for the purpn---, 750 wol
aware of Argentinian ambitions in that part .).f the morid.

I have been hospitably received and entertained by me.ny of the
farmers in the Falklands, who are as loyal to their Coieen ord
Country as anyone in the British Isles and clearly wi f to remain
British. In this equation P132 Endurance is a vital, Lt- symbolic
factor. For all these reasons I beg you to reconsider heh witn-
drawal at least she can be replaced by another of Ker sijety's
warships.

1

•

•

-


