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6th Novenber 1981

Thank you so much for your letter of 4th November
with which you enclosed a copy of a letter of the
previous date which you had sent to your  constituent
Mr A Windsor.

I am most grateful to you for having kept me informed.

Would you come and have a drink  with  the Prime
Minister in her room at the House at 7.30 p.m. on
Wednesday,  llth  November?

Ian Gow
Parliamentary Private Secretwry

Tristan Garel-Jones Esq MP
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TRISTAN GAREL-JONES. M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A OAA

3rd November 1981

4"0-y

Thank you very much for your letter and I really was most grateful
to you for taking the trouble to write - above all because your
loyalty both to the Party and to me are beyond question. The first
thing that I have to say is that I think I am right in saying that
there is no backbencher in the House of Commons with a higher voting
record than my own. What this means is that I have voted for this
Government more often than anybody else. I make no apology for that -
indeed I am proud of it!

Secondly, I think it is worth saying that two of the authors of the
pamphlet are now members of Mrs. Thatcher's Government. One of them
was appointed after Downing Street had received an advance copy of the
document. Of course this does not mean that the Prime Minister
necessarily agrees with every single word! What it does mean is that
she is a Tory leader in the best sense of the word. Her behaviour
towards all of us has been impeccable - and I am certainly under no
illusion that she deserves nothing less from us.

One of the penalties of being a Member of Parliament is that whatever

you say that is not a direct quotation from your Party's manifesto
will inevitably be used by some people to try to make mishief. On the

other hand, the only thing a backbencher has to offer is his best
opinion and judgement in the light of his own experience. It is our
duty to offer this to our Party. In doing so, we have made it clear

that it is our intention to secure the return of a successful Conservative
Government at the next election lead by Mrs. Thatcher.

I hope it will be of some comfort to you to know that every single
letter I have received both from members of the Party and members of
the public in Watford has expressed support for the pamphlet and for
many of the policy suggestions contained in it. Of course I do not
take that as a signal of general approbation - there will be many in the
Party who feel as you do and who (perhaps out of loyalty) have held back
from writing to me as you have done. I take your letter as a sign not
only of your continued loyalty to the Party and friendship to me but also

as an opportunity to reassure you that the loyalty is shared and the
friendship reciprocated.

Anthony G. Windsor Esq.,
38 Langley Way,
Watford,
Herts
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38 Langley Way,
Watford,
Herts.
WD1 3EG

T. Garel Jones, Esq., M.P.,
The House of Commons,
Westminster,
London,
SW1

27th October 1981

Dear Tristan,

I feel I must write to you on the most unhealthy debate that

is currently taking place within the Party.

I was very pleased to receive an early copy of your, and

your colleagues, paper "Changing Gear". I am no economist,

neither am I a politician and I would not presume therefore to

criticise it on either of those grounds. Given a perfect world

(ceteris paritus as they say) I am sure much, if not all, of

it is good common sense. However we do not have a perfect world,

even though Mrs. Thatcher is striving hard to create one, in

our island at least, and it is no good pretending that we do.

We just cannot afford the luxuries which you and your fellow

M.P.s propose. My feeling, therefore, is that although much of

the document is interesting, I find the necessity to publish

it difficult to establish. Even had publication not coincided

with Mr. Heath's divisive week of speech-making, which I believe

was an unfortunate coincidence, the release for publication at

a time of considerable pressure on the Gove.unment was unhelpful

at best. Surely a private circulation amongst Party Leaders

would have been sufficient.

As it is it would seem that publication has done nothing but lead

your supporters to believe that you are no longer giving Mrs.

Thatcher the full backing for her policies which you promised

at the time of your election.

As you know, both Sue and I have been among your strongest

supporters in Watford and we remain film in the belief that the

policies of Mrs. Thatcher, however unpopular they may be, are

the policies which give this country the best chance of survival.

We, in common with many others to whom we have talked, are

finding it more and more difficult to defend you as our Member of

Parliament, especially when almost all your reported actions in

the papers and on television seem to ally you with such as Sir

Ian Gilmour and Norman St. John Stevas.

contd 




I really do feel that you are doing both yourself and the Party

a tremendous dis-service by taking this line and strongly urge

that you do all in your power to make your full support for

Mrs. Thatcher absolutely plain for all to see. Failure will,

I am sure, leave many of your active workers and a good number

of your electors a most disappointed group of people and such

people do not win elections.

Yours very sincerely,

Anthon G. Windsor
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