Government Chief Whip

12 Downing Street, London SW1

Mr Ian Gow MP

I thought you might like to see this rather disturbing

letter which has come from Stephen Dorrell. He is

coming to see me in the near future for a chat.

16th November 1981




Government Chief Whip

12 Downing Street, London SW1

16th November 1981

I am extremely grateful to you for taking the trouble
to write to me in such detail on November 1llth about

your concern over the Government's economic strategy.

I should be most grateful if we could have a chat

some time. I wonder if you would be good enough to

try and fix it with my office.

Stephen Dorrell Esq MP
House of Commons
London SW1A OAA
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PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

17th November 1981

Thank you for having sent me a copy of the letter dated 11th November,
which you had received from Stephen Dorrell.

I will show his letter to the Prime Minister on her return from Bonn
tomorrow evening.

I take it that you will have sent a copy of Stephen's letter to Geoffrey
Howe.

There can only be one interpretation to be placed on Stephen's words
"that the conventional dictatesof Party discipline are becoming
increasingly irrelevant.”

We have had some of the "€hanging Gear" group to have a drink with the
Prime Minister and I am proposing to invite others to her room at the
House next week. Unless you advise to the contrary, I have in mind to
invite Stephen Dorrell.

Ian Gow
Parliamentary Private Secretary

The Rt Hon Michael Jopling MP




