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t • FROM: THE RT HON MICHAEL JOPLING MP

Government. Cliief Whip

12 Downing Strect , London SW 1

15th December 1981

Thank you for your letter of 8th December, which

I did not receive until the 10th December. I am

grateful to you for letting me knOw what view you

would take on any further action by the Government

on the Chancellor of the Exchequer's recent proposals

on unemployment and supplementary benefits.

Richard Needham Esq., MP
House of Commons



• RICHARD N! P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

LONDON SWIA OAA

8th December 1981

I must apologise for messing Bob Boscowan about and telling

him on Sunday night that I could not make my mind up on

what to do but that I thought I would nrobablv abstain

this evening.

However I have decided as the Motion is so broad, and as

my onnosition to the Chancellor's nronosals mainly stems

from his failure to un-rate unemnloyment benefit and short-

term sunnlementary benefit, it would be wrong for me

not to sunnort the Covernment. I made it absolutelY clear


two yearsago, at the only time I have abstained during this

Parliament, thatI could not supnort any government which

made the plight of the long-term noor poorer and this is

exactlY what these nronosals unfortunately do. Therefore

I must tell you now that when these pronosals come before

the House either as an Order or as part of the Budaet

nackaae and how evertheY are nresented I shall have to

vote against them.

The Rt Hon Michael Jonling, MP,

House of Commons,
London, S.W.1.


