COMMUNI QUE

At Palazzo Chigi tonight the hope is expressed, in view of the
already numerous victims of the serious Anglo-Argentine crisis
over the Falkland Islands, that hostilities can be immediately
suspended, with the prospect of a negotiated solution in the
framework of UN Resolution 502.

The Prime Minister, in his forthcoming meeting with the German
Chancellor Schmidt together with Minister Colombo, will
interpret the Italian line which -coincides with the position
of the Governments of the FRG and France. This line calls for
a closer relationship with the other countries of the EC, with
the aim of favouring an early way out of the South Atlantic
conflict based on negotiation and agreement.

Palazzo Chigi
Rome
5 May 1982



PRESS COMMUNIQUE

When leaving for Hamburg, the Prime Minister declared:

"After the anguish and sadness caused by the serious
encounters of recent days in the South Atlantic, which
caused the loss of so many lives, the latest news is
comforting and brings a note of relief into this
dramatic affair.

In restating the appeal which the Italian Government
has already made repeatedly to the two sides, that
they should cease hostilities and make every possible
effort to find a peaceful solution to the conflict, I
will examine in depth with Chancellor Schmidt all
aspects of the Anglo-Argentine crisis to agree a
common position, with the intention of favouring the
route of dialogue and negotiation. Imn this phase, in
addition to the American mediation attempts, the
efforts made by Perez de Cuellar, Secretary General

of the United Nations, in the framework of UN Security
Council Resolution 502,take on a particular importance.
The Italian Government hopes that the initiative of
Perez de Cuellar can lead to an unblocking of the
situation with the resumption of negotiations between
the two sides - the only valid way of reaching a
definitive settlement of the dispute.'

Palazzo Chigi
Rome
6 May 1982



British Embassy
Via XX Settembre 80A 00187 Rome

Telex 61049 Telephone 4755.441
UNCLASSIFIED

: Your reference
Falklands Emergency Unit
FCO Our reference

Date 11 May 1982
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the Prime Minister's office on 5 and 6 April.
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2. I now enclose my translation of the communiques issued by
R N Culshaw

cc: Chanceries: Bonn
Paris
Copenhagen
Dublin
Athens
The Hague
Brussels
Luxembourg
UKREP Brussels
UKMIS New York
Washington
UKDEL NATO
Canberra
Ottawa
Wellington
Oslo





