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 RELEASED IN FULL 

ACTION EUR-00 

INFO LOG-00  COPY-01 ADS-00  INR-10  SS-00  01C-02  CIAE-00 
DODE-00 H-01  10-17 NEA-06 NSC-01 NSAE-00 HA-09 
L-03  PM-10 PA-01 OMB-01 USIE-00 SP-02 SNP-01 
PRS-01  DS-01  DSE-00  SCT-04  /071 W 
 173311 172205Z /63 

P 171845Z APR 86 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4787 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USDEL NST GENEVA 
USMISSION USNATO 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

C O N F I D E N T I A L LONDON 08061 

E.0.12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL, UK, UR 
SUBJECT: SOVIETS LOW KEY IN PROTEST TO BRITAIN OVER 

SUPPORT FOR U.S. STRIKES IN LIBYA 

REF: LONDON 8026 

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. ON APRIL 16, BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW SIR BRYAN 
CARTLEDGE WAS SUMMONED TO THE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTRY 
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TO RECEIVE A SOVIET PROTEST OVER BRITISH BACKING OF 
U.S. AIR STRIKES AGAINST LIBYA. OUR FCO COLLEAGUES 
TELL US THAT IT WAS A "ROUTINE, LOW KEY" PROTEST. THE 
SOVIETS DID NOT IMPLY THAT ANGLO-SOVIET RELATIONS WOULD 
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BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED AND REFRAINED FROM THREATENING TO 
CALL ANYTHING OFF SUCH AS VISITS OR TALKS (REFTEL).  UNCLASSIFIED 
KARPOV'S TALKS HERE ARE GOING AHEAD ON FRIDAY, APRIL 18 
AS SCHEDULED. 

3. THE MEDIA HERE HAS SPECULATED THAT SHEVARDNADZE'S 
VISIT TO LONDON MAY BE AT RISK AFTER BITTER ATTACKS 
YESTERDAY ON BRITAIN'S ROLE BY TASS AND PRAVDA. IN 
LIGHT OF THE OFFICIAL SOVIET RESPONSE SO FAR, HOWEVER, 
OUR FCO COLLEAGUES REMAIN CONFIDENT THAT ANGLO-SOVIET 
RELATIONS ARE UNLIKELY TO SUFFER. 
PRICE 
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