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TARY 1· T h e C a b i n e t were informed of the b u s i n e s s to be tak e n i n the House 
of Commons i n the f o l l o w i n g week. 

Ε SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT s a i d t h a t on the e v e n i n g o f Sunday 
anuary a B r i t i s h Midland A i r w a y s Boeing 737-400 a i r c r a f t had crashed 

Ml motorway n e a r E a s t Midlands A i r p o r t w h i l e on a scheduled 
from London Heathrow to B e l f a s t . F o r t y f o u r of the people on 
Ld been k i l l e d . The p i l o t of the a i r c r a f t had r e p o r t e d a f i r e i n 

engine about 15 minutes a f t e r t a k e - o f f and the i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
evidence c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t engine h a v i n g been shut down i n 

evi d e n c e had y e t been found, however, to i n d i c a t e a 
on i n the r i g h t engine, w h i l e t h e r e were c l e a r s i g n s of a f i r e 
— e n p l a c e i n the l e f t engine. As he had emphasised i n h i s 

statement i n the House of Commons on 10 Ja n u a r y , i t was wrong to 
s p e c u l a t e about J J ^ e c a u s e s of the a c c i d e n t before the f a c t s had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d . / ( c E j ^ e p r e s e n t time t h e r e was no sound b a s i s f o r r e a c h i n g 

^1 o c c u r r e d , and i t would be some days b e f o r e a 
ken. N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e had been much 

and t h i s had swung round from the theory t h a t 
!shut down the wrong engine to the p r o p o s i t i o n 

was to blame. Some s e c t i o n s of the media 
ke s t o r i e s out of the Government's r e f u s a l 

e x p l a n a t i o n w h i l e the i n v e s t i g a t i o n was 
ween w i s h i n g to a v o i d p r e - j u d g i n g the 

the checks ordered by the 
k u t h o r i t y had ordered a l l B r i t i s h 
737-400 a i r c r a f t to c a r r y out more 

fe^eodels and to check the c r o s s - e n g i n e 

a judgment on 
c l e a r view could 
s p e c u l a t i o n i n th' 
the p i l o t had m i s t 
t h a t some t e c h n i c a l 
had i r r e s p o n s i b l y t r i 
to be drawn i n t o e x c l u d i 
proceeding, and they vee 
i s s u e and drawing c o n c l u s i 
a u t h o r i t i e s . The C i v i l A v i 
a i r l i n e s f l y i n g Boeing 737-
r e g u l a r engine i n s p e c t i o n s on 
monitoring w i r i n g on them, and rf״V^Sl]nited S t a t e s the F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n was c o n s i d e r i n g si<*׳Up׳pwiring checks. I n a d d i t i o n , the 

aircraft^>f£>Ke United Kingdom r e g i s t e r were 
lie^S&toje being r e t u r n e d to s e r v i c e . 

t h r e e other Boeing 737-400 
being s u b j e c t e d to f u l l engine chec 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRfii^AND s a i d t h a t i t was welcome 
t h a t the p r e s s had avoided c r e a t i n g the impression t h a t such f l i g h t s to 
B e l f a s t on Sunday e v e n i n g s c a r r i e d a preponderant number o f servicemen 
r e t u r n i n g from l e a v e . He understood t h a t n o t h y i ^ h a d come to l i g h t that 
pointed to the sabotage o f the a i r c r a f t , and 
take t h a t l i n e when he had been asked to comm 
a i r c r a f t ' s passengers had t i e s w i t h Northern I r e 
which the Prime M i n i s t e r and the S e c r e t a r y of St 
v i s i t e d the scene of the a c c i d e n t and consoled the 
v e r y much a p p r e c i a t e d t h e r e . 

judged i t best to 
of the 

and the speed w i t h 
T r a n s p o r t had 
rors had been 
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THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY s a i d t h a t a team of Czech 
o f f i c i a l s was that day v i s i t i n g the U n i t e d Kingdom f o r t a l k s on the 
p r o p e r t i e s of the p l a s t i c e x p l o s i v e Semtex (which was manufactured 
s o l e l y i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ) , and to h e l p w i t h the f o r e n s i c examination of 

t e r i a l from the L o c k e r b i e a i r c r a s h . On 10 January the M i n i s t e r o f 
t e , F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e , had spoken to the Czech F o r e i g n 
i s t e r i n P a r i s , where they were both a t t e n d i n g the c h e m i c a l weapons 

ence, to urge upon him the d e s i r a b i l i t y of marking Semtex w i t h an 
ο enable i t s d e t e c t i o n . The Un i t e d S t a t e s Government was making 

a j f > r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s to the Czech Government i n Prague, and the 
was en c o u r a g i n g i t s p a r t n e r s i n the European Community to 

l£l a c t i o n . E x p e r t s on a v i a t i o n from the seven summit 
ere meeting i n P a r i s on 19 and 20 January to d i s c u s s a v i a t i o n 

nd the Government was wo r k i n g , together w i t h the United S t a t e s 
Government, f o r a s p e c i a l meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C i v i l A v i a t i o n 
O r g a n i s t a i o n C o u n c i l i n Februa r y a t M i n i s t e r i a l l e v e l . 

The S e c r e t a r y of &E3&i£ior H e a l t h s a i d t h a t the C h i e f M e d i c a l O f f i c e r 
w i t h o t h e r h e a l t h afCd^pg^Xculture o f f i c i a l s had g i v e n evidence t o the 
S e l e c t Committee on A f c j ^ ^ & t u r e on the pr e v i o u s day. Although some 
s e c t i o n s of the p r e s s n׳aa^£pjed to d r a m a t i s e the use of the word 
, e p i d e m i c 1 , which the C h ^ * j 3 f e d i c a l O f f i c e r had made c l e a r t h a t he was 
u s i n g i n a t e c h n i c a l s e n s ^ t j i ^ s e s s i o n had passed o f f r e a s o n a b l y 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

The Cabinet 

Took note. 
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2. THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDU 
a d v i c e of the D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l of F a i r T r a d i n 
morning r e f e r r e d t o the Monopolies and Mergers 
by GEC/Siemens f o r P l e s s e y . There were i n d i c a t i 
Commission were a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n examining the 
r e c e n t l y been s p e c u l a t i o n about a p o s s i b l e b i d f o r 
b i d emerged, he would be a d v i s e d by the D i r e c t o r Gen 
way. 

I n d i s c u s s i o n , the f o l l o w i n g main p o i n t s were made. 

s a i d t h a t , on the 
ad e a r l i e r t h a t 

i o n (MMC) the bid 
a.t the European 

here had 
i f such a 
the u s u a l 

a. I n examining proposed t a k e o v e r s , the MMC was r e q u n 
c o n s i d e r the l i k e l y e f f e c t s on the r e l e v a n t market w h i c h ^ 
case of the d e f e n c e e l e c t r o n i c s i n d u s t r y , they might w e l l 
was the United Kingdom, although they would d o u b t l e s s be gul 



t h i s by the e v i d e n c e which they would need to o b t a i n from the 
M i n i s t r y of Defence. The European Commission, on the o t h e r hand, 
would examine the l i k e l y e f f e c t s on the European market. 
GEC/Siemens would be l i k e l y to f e e l e x t r e m e l y a g g r i e v e d i f the 
European Commission were not to begin i t s e n q u i r y u n t i l a f t e r the 
MMC had completed i t s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . While, i n view of the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o n f l i c t i n g d e t e r m i n a t i o n s being reached, i t might 
be u n d e s i r a b l e f o r the e n q u i r i e s by the MMC and the European 
pmmission to t a k e p l a c e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , the European Commission 

h t be asked t o p r o v i d e an i n f o r m a l v i e w i n p a r a l l e l w i t h the 
"s i n v e s t i g a t i o n , i n the same way t h a t procedures had developed 

United S t a t e s a n t i - t r u s t law f o r p r e l i m i n a r y o p i n i o n s to be 
ej£/before a merger went ahead. I t was important t h a t the 
e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Trade and I n d u s t r y should c o n t i n u e to keep 
ose touch w i t h S i r Leon B r i t t a n , the newly appointed European 

Commissioner w i t h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c o m p e t i t i o n , over the European 
C o m m i s s i o n , j ^ h a n d l i n g of the b i d . 

b. A prcHjJcieJi-i£uropean Community r e g u l a t i o n on merger c o n t r o l was 
c u r r e n t l y u n o ^ P w o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Sub-Committee on European 
Questions on^hJa^Etefence and Oversea P o l i c y Committee ( O D ( E ) ) . 
While the U n i t ^ j i ^ j ^ g d o m was opposed to the e f f o r t s by some of i t s 

:ably 
kng 

European p a r t n e ^ ^ ^ 
as a means f o r d * 
be scope f o r reshap 
c u r t a i l m e n t and rat* 
i n mergers i s s u e s 
p r o t r a c t e d . The c u r r e 
the European Commission 
mergers and, w h i l e such 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s o c c a s i o n e 
and the Commission, i t was η 

F r a n c e , to t r e a t the proposed r e g u l a t i o n 
a European i n d u s t r i a l p o l i c y , t h e r e might 
i n a way which would provide f o r the 
a t i o n o f the European Commission's r o l e 

d i s c u s s i o n s to t h a t end might w e l l be 
of the proposed r e g u l a t i o n would g i v e 
i v e powers to i n v e s t i g a t e l a r g e 

pment might c l e a r l y h e l p to r e s o l v e 
c c e s s i v e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s by the MMC 

r t h a t i t would be w i s e to g i v e 
e x c l u s i v e powers i n t h i s a r e a rf^^SlK Commission. There was 
i n c r e a s i n g c o n c e r n among B r i t i s C ^ J W u s t r y t h a t B r i t i s h companies 
were more open t o h o s t i l e takeov^p^Mjrs than was the c a s e i n some 
ot h e r European c o u n t r i e s , and i t <MS e s s e n t i a l t h a t e f f e c t i v e s t e p s 
should be taken to s e c u r e a more even p l a y i n g f i e l d . The West 
German market was e s p e c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t to break i n t o because many 
of the l e a d i n g companies were owned by b a n k i and fewer were l i s t e d 
on the s t o c k exchange. u 1 \ 

c. While the number of European companies ywicftjhad been bought by 
B r i t i s h companies i n r e c e n t y e a r s was g r e a t e ^ g M f t the number of 
B r i t i s h companies which had been bought by Eui^ffeajj^companies, many 
of the B r i t i s h purchases had been of r e l a t i v e l y ^ ^ ^ ^ u n d e r t a k i n g s . 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the d i s c u s s i o n , s a i d t h a t 
would d o u b t l e s s c o n t i n u e t o f a c e p r e s s u r e t o make known 
s p e c u l a t i o n about a p o s s i b l e c o u n t e r b i d f o r GEC. The l i 
should remain t h a t , under the F a i r T r a d i n g Act 1973, the 
S t a t e f o r Trade and I n d u s t r y was r e q u i r e d t o take i n t o accou 
a d v i c e o f the D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l o f F a i r T r a d i n g i n d e c i d i n g wh 
r e f e r a merger p r o p o s a l to the MMC and t h a t i t was then f o r the 

overnment 
ews on the 
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reach a view on whether the b i d was a g a i n s t the p u b l i c i n t e r e s t ; and 
t h a t i t would be wrong f o r the Government to o f f e r a view i n advance of 
the c o n c l u s i o n of those p r o c e d u r e s . There was c l e a r l y a t e n s i o n between 
the United Kingdom merger machinery and t h a t of the European Community, 
nd the Cabinet noted t h a t the proposed European Community r e g u l a t i o n on 
,rger c o n t r o l was b e i n g examined i n OD(E). The p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t an 

u i r y by the MMC i n t o a proposed merger would be f o l l o w e d by an 
r y by the European Commission was a cause f o r concern and the 

ry of S t a t e f o r Trade and I n d u s t r y should c o n t i n u e to keep i n 
cl^^^Ntouch w i t h S i r Leon B r i t t a n and e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t y o f the 
curop^im commission's p r o v i d i n g a t l e a s t a p r e l i m i n a r y v i e w on the b i d 
f o r Yt§e5iey by GEC/Siemens w h i l e the MMC enquiry was under way. 

9. 
a b m e t -

Took note, w i t h a p p r o v a l , of the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 
summing-up of the d i s c u s s i o n and i n v i t e d the S e c r e t a r y 
of S t a t e ^ J r ^ ^ r a d e and I n d u s t r y to be guided a c c o r d i n g l y . 

WEALTH SECRETARY s a i d t h a t the P a r i s 
ns had ended s a t i s f a c t o r i l y on 11 J a n u a r y 

us d e c l a r a t i o n r e a f f i r m i n g the 1925 Geneva 
m i c a l weapons. The Conference had a l s o 

the United Nations S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l , 
i n g a l l e g a t i o n s of use of c h e m i c a l 
nee by the S o v i e t F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , 

S o v i e t i n t e n t i o n to b e g i n 
p i l e i n 1989 had to be put i n a 

had long possessed a s t o c k p i l e 
an any other c o u n t r y and a l s o 

t ^ r t c l e a r how much of t h i s would 

3. THE FOREIGN AND 
Conference on Chemica 
w i t h the adoption o f a co 
P r o t o c o l banning the use 
expressed support f o r the 
Mr Perez de C u e l l a r , i n i n v 
weapons. The speech a t the 
Mr Eduard Shevardnadze, announ 
d e s t r o y i n g t h e i r c h e m i c a l weapo 
r e a l i s t i c p e r s p e c t i v e . The S o v i e 
o f c h e m i c a l weapons w h i c h was l a r g e 
l a r g e r than they acknowledged. I t 
be d e s t r o y e d and o v e r what p e r i o d . 
make t h i s k i n d of p u b l i c commitment i n ^ ^ ^ c l e r to g a i n propaganda 
advantage. The i m p o r t a n t o b j e c t i v e remained to p r e s s them to accept a 
g l o b a l ban on the p r o d u c t i o n and p o s s e s s i o n of c h e m i c a l weapons. 

I t / Y p ^ e a s y f o r the S o v i e t Union to 
i n ronier 

There had a l s o been much p u b l i c i t y p r i o r to a 
Conference about the L i b y a n c h e m i c a l weapons 
drawn a t t e n t i o n to t h i s i n the c o u n t r i e s he ha 
Middle E a s t . The U n i t e d Kingdom's independent e 
L i b y a n s ' i n t e n t i o n s had played a p o s i t i v e r o l e i n 

j i n g the P a r i s 
pe. He h i m s e l f had 

[ l y v i s i t e d i n the 
about the 
l i n g those who 

doubted the U n i t e d S t a t e s ' c l a i m s . The d i s a s t r o u s m ^ ^ r f ^ L i n g by the 
L i b y a n a u t h o r i t i e s o f t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o the i n t e r n a t i a ( p t f ^ ^ ^ s s to v i s i t 
the chemical p l a n t a t Rabta had a l s o served to c o nvince t i f j i ^ e e d i a t h a t 
s u s p i c i o n s of L i b y a n i n t e n t i o n s were w e l l founded. The K$&^r*\l German 
Government had i n i t i a l l y 
Kingdom had independent e^ 
weapons p l a n t i n L i b y a 
communications 

nilghr t r > Η י pin in π rho fart• t h a t 
idence of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a c h ( $ 9 f c ^ 
( i t IΟ l b A L׳Ui ι. I H L U n i U i i i n L 1w 
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FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY s a i d t h a t the United S t a t e s , the 
d Kingdom and F r a n c e had vetoed on 11 J a n u a r y a r e s o l u t i o n i n the 

Nations o e c u r i t y C o u n c i l which sought to condemn the United 
Sta4pa׳§^£or the s h o o t i n g down by American c a r r i e r based f o r c e s i n the 
M e a i t ^ n a n e a n of two L i b y a n f i g h t e r a i r c r a f t on 4 J a n u a r y . I t was c l e a r 
t b a t ^ K ^ f l o n e r i c a n s had a c t e d i n s e l f - d e f e n c e although an i n c i d e n t o f the 
k i n d ha0/j>^n made more l i k e l y by the c o n d i t i o n s o f heightened t e n s i o n 
p r e v a i l ] r f r i f i n r e l a t i o n s between the Unit e d S t a t e s and L i b y a . The United 
Kingdom n^d helped t o draw a l i n e under the i n c i d e n t by e n s u r i n g t h a t 
t h e r e was no p u b l i c statement by the European Community and by making 
c l e a r to o t h e r governments t h a t the s h o o t i n g down was t o t a l l y 
unconnected w i p f ^ T ^ p American w o r r i e s about the L i b y a n development of a 
chemical weapo 
to u r of the Mid 
the L i b y a n leade 
w i t h L i b y a remained 
non-aligned c o u n t r i e s , 

I t had been c l e a r to him d u r i n g h i s r e c e n t 
: t h a t o t h e r Arab s t a t e s had l i t t l e sympathy f o r 

^ e l Q a d h a f i , even i f some r e s i d u a l s o l i d a r i t y 
• s s a r y f e a t u r e of the d e c l a r a t o r y p o l i c y of 

CRETARY s a i d t h a t the Vienna Conference 
urope was scheduled t o conclude on 
uns over the f i n a l document had been 
en Greece and Turkey over the 

t i o n a l s t a b i l i t y t a l k s . The 
ould c o n t a i n important new 
en the way f o r i n i t i a t i n g a new 

s ^ f o n t r o l i n Europe. The United 
and Canada would a l s o soon 
con f e r e n c e i n Moscow i n 1991 

enna meeting. But the 
Kingdom attendance i n 1991 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWE, 
on S e c u r i t y and Co - o p e r a t f 
17-19 J a n u a r y . L a s t minute 
r e s o l v e d , i n c l u d i n g a d i s p u t 
d e f i n i t i o n of the zone f o r the 
co n c l u d i n g document o f the Conf 
commitments on human r i g h t s and w 
se t of n e g o t i a t i o n s on c o n v e n t i o n a l 
Kingdom and the U n i t e d S t a t e s had ac 
ac c e p t , t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be a human 
as p a r t of the f o l l o w - u p a c t i o n t o the 
Government c o n t i n u e d t o i n s i s t t h a t U n i t 
was c o n d i t i o n a l upon S o v i e t performance i n human r i g h t s and f u r t h e r 
p r o g r e s s : o f p a r t i c u l a r importance were the promised changes i n S o v i e t 
c r i m i n a l l e g i s l a t i o n . The Government had s t a t 
would be important t h a t the House o f Commons s 
The d e t e r r e n t e f f e c t of B r i t i s h o p p o s i t i o n t o 
probably a c h i e v e d a s much as i t c o u l d . The em 
to the inducement t h a t a s u c c e s s f u l c onference 
S o v i e t government t o make f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s . 

c r i t e r i a and i t 
je aware o f the s e , 

conference had 
to be switched 
kd o f f e r to the 



!nous 
ference 
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THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY s a i d t h a t p u b l i c r e a c t i o n t o the 
l e v e l o f attendance a t the f u n e r a l o f Emperor H i r o h i t o o f Japan remained 
mixed. There was widespread r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t a f t e r f o r t y y e a r s s i n c e 
the Second World War and exchanges o f v i s i t s between the Royal F a m i l i e s , 
nd g i v e n the importance of the Un i t e d Kingdom's r e l a t i o n s w i t h J a p a n , 

was a c c e p t a b l e and r i g h t t h a t the R o y a l Family should be r e p r e s e n t e d 
i s Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh and the Government by the 

η and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y . Some media c r i t i c i s m would no doubt 
e. United Kingdom r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t the f u n e r a l was c o n s i s t e n t 

h i g h l e v e l o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n from other c o u n t r i e s which 
j * ^ ( l ^ J ? r e s i d e n t - E l e c t George Bush f o r the United S t a t e s and a l l other 
e i r t j i o y a l F a m i l i e s w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f the Dutch. 

t t o 
idle E a s t 

U « 1 

THE FOREIGN AND 
from v i s i t s t o 
Yemen Arab Rep 
everywhere and ha 
B r i t a i n ' s r o l e t h 
peace between I r a n 
r o l e of the Royal Nav 
not o n l y f o r t h e i r q ui 
p r a c t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n of 
the r e g i o n . The S t a t e s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n o f B r i t i s h e f 
the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n Org' 
changes i n the p o l i c y of t h a t 
A r a f a t . On a l l these m a t t e r s 
balanced p o s i t i o n w i t h i n the Uni 

ONWEALTH SECRETARY s a i d t h a t he had j u s t r e t u r n e d 
t , Saudi A r a b i a , t he United Arab E m i r a t e s , Oman, the 

d D j i b o u t i . He had been warmly r e c e i v e d 
s t r u c k by the r e s p e c t i n the reg i o n f o r 
f o r our i n f l u e n c e i n attempts to b r i n g about 
q and to r e s o l v e the A r a b / I s r a e l d i s p u t e . The 

e P e r s i a n G u l f was p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p r e c i a t e d 
c i e n c y but a l s o f o r t h e i r c o u r t e s y and as a 

ted Kingdom's commitment to s t a b i l i t y i n 
v i s i t e d had a l s o expressed widespread 

promoting moderation on the p a r t of 
on and i n p a r t i c u l a r the r e c e n t 
i ^ s a t i o n as announced by Mr Y a s s e r 

ed Kingdom was seen as h a v i n g a 
io n s . 

B i l a t e r a l l y he had found some b r u i s 
of the ownership of B r i t i s h P e t r o l e u 
on an even k e e l thanks to s k i l f u l hand 
A r a b i a he had e v e n t u a l l y had a v e r y go 
Yamamah p r o j e c t was going w e l l but a con 
re q u i r e d t o ensure t h a t the terms o f the c o n t r a c t were f u l f i l l e d . I n 
Abu Dhabi a d e a l f o r the supply o f Hawk aircraff׳-tiad been concluded but 
not y e t announced. I n Oman he had found the S ^ t a ^ i n good form 

ings i n Kuwait on the q u e s t i o n 
τς,β but r e l a t i o n s were now back 

y those concerned. I n Saudi 
jneeting w i t h K i n g Fahd. The 
nuing w a t c h f u l n e s s would be 

although t h e r e were problems over the f i n a n c i n 
Tornado a i r c r a f t . I n D j i b o u t i h i s h o s t s had c l e 
v i s i t of a B r i t i s h C a b i n e t M i n i s t e r but they were 
of t h e i r p o s i t i o n as a r e s u l t of c o n f l i c t s i n Somal 
Kuwait a n d ^ D j i b o i r t i he had encountered concern about 
changes i n the United Kingdom t a x treatment of foreign' 
r e s i d e n t i n the United Kingdom. 
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purchase of 
•r e c i a t e d the 
!d a t the e r o s i o n 

^ E t h i o p i a . I n 
s i b i l i t y of 
1als 



4. THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE, F I S H E R I E S AND FOOD s a i d t h a t the 
U n i t e d Kingdom had c o n s i s t e n t l y v o t e d a g a i n s t a European Community ban 
on imports of hormone t r e a t e d meat f o r which the Government saw no 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n on s c i e n t i f i c grounds. The U n i t e d Kingdom had taken the 
i n i t i a l C o u n c i l d e c i s i o n to the European Court of J u s t i c e but the United 

om's views had only been upheld on a p r o c e d u r a l p o i n t . During the 
y i o u s autumn the United Kingdom had l o b b i e d other member c o u n t r i e s , 

ding those, such as Denmark, l i k e l y to be most a f f e c t e d by United 
r e t a l i a t o r y a c t i o n and had a l s o had d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h the United 
u t h o r i t i e s themselves. These e f f o r t s had not however met w i t h 

y^es&P A ban had come i n t o o p e r a t i o n on 1 January and had been 
followqd by United S t a t e s r e t a l i a t o r y measures. He 
e v e r , t h a t Commissioner A n d r i e s s e n , who now had 

i t y f o r the e x t e r n a l a f f a i r s p o r t f o l i o , understood the need 
o l u t i o n to t h i s d i s p u t e through procedures i n the G e n e r a l 

on T a r i f f s and Trade (GATT). 

b e l i-e 
respons 
to f i n d 
Agreement 

I n d i s c u s s i o n 1 
consumer pressi^tfe 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n w 
q u e s t i o n , some $1 
p r i n c i p l e . A l t hou 
would r e i n f o r c e cone 
p r o v i d e an u n h e l p f u l 
S t a t e s Customs r e c l a s s i 
one e f f e c t of which was t 
c e n t to 25 per c e n t . The 
w i t h the Commission other 
anti-dumping measures which a" 
h i g h technology a r e a s , such as 
p a t t e r n of c o s t r e c o v e r y . On th 

r e a f f i r m e d t h a t the adoption i n response to 
f a d e c i s i o n f o r w h i c h t h e r e was no v a l i d s c i e n t i f i c 

u n f o r t u n a t e . The e x t e n t of the t r a d e i n 
on, was l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t than t h i s p o i n t of 
an was of a n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y c h a r a c t e r , i t 

t a f o r t r e s s Europe. T h i s c o u l d i n t u r n 
nd i n such c a s e s as the r e c e n t United 

of c e r t a i n four-wheel d r i v e v e h i c l e s , 
a s e t a r i f f s on Range *overs from 2.5 per 
ent had found i t n e c e s s a r y to take up 

a p r o t e c t i o n i s t c h a r a c t e r , i n c l u d i n g 
p r o c e d u r e s developed f o r t e x t i l e s to 
equipment, having a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

ne q u e s t i o n , the i s s u e of 
community c o u n t e r - r e t a l i a t i o n woul 
C o u n c i l a t i t s meeting on 23-24 J a n u 
s u c c e s s f u l l y r e s i s t e d automatic coun 
to prevent an e s c a l a t i o n of t h i s d i s pun£/wj>ich would have u n h e l p f u l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the Uruguay Round, a n d ^ f t f f d ways to secure 
s a t i s f a c t o r y outcome through n e g o t i a t i o n ^ ^ ! the GATT. 

j s c u s s e d i n the F o r e i g n A f f a i r s 
The United Kingdom had 
a l i a t i o n . I t was important 
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