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1. The Cabinet were informed of the b u s i n e s s to be t a k e n i n the House 
of Commons i n the f o l l o w i n g week. 

)LORD PRIVY SEAL s a i d t h a t a t Committee Stage of the F o o t b a l l 
i t o r s B i l l i n t h e House of L o r d s on the p r e v i o u s Monday, a group 
jdments had been c a r r i e d by a margin of t h r e e v o t e s a g a i n s t the 

• f the Government which would o b l i g e the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e t o 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the n a t i o n a l membership scheme f o r f o o t b a l l 

The proponents of the amendments had a s s e r t e d r e p e a t e d l y 
ebate t h a t the amendments would merely enable a p r o p o s a l to 

ο the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e t h a t the scheme should be phased i n 
. ^he q u e s t i o n whether to accept any such recommendation would be 

e n t i r e l y a t the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e ' s d i s c r e t i o n . Although the 
Government's spokesman had made c l e a r t h a t the amendments would i n f a c t 

' J ״ י ~ J w have the e f f e c 
the a d v i c e f r o 
p o s s i b l e under 
S t a t e to have pr 
w i t h the agreement: 
t h e r e f o r e proposed 
Stage to s t r i k e out 
which would g i v e e f f e c 

h he had i n d i c a t e d , the House had been i n f l u e n c e d by 
amendments' sponsors. I t would a l r e a d y have been 

18 of the B i l l as i n t r o d u c e d f o r the S e c r e t a r y of 
or the phased implementation of the scheme and, 
e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r the Environment, he 

o p p o r t u n i t y should be taken a t the Report 
dments and r e p l a c e them w i t h a p r o v i s i o n 

sponsors' s t a t e d i n t e n t i o n s . 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summi 
P r i v y S e a l , i n c o n s u l t a t i o 
Environment, should a r r a n g e 
amendments t o be brought forw" 

The Cabinet -

1. Took note w i t h a p p r o v a l 
the d i s c u s s i o n and i n v i t e d the L o r d 
a c c o r d i n g l y . 

b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n , s a i d t h a t the L o r d 
S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r the 

? v i s i o n s to undo the e f f e c t of the 

rime M i n i s t e r ' s summing up of 
ο be guided 
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THE LORD PRIVY SEAL s a i d t h a t he hoped t o be 
b r i n g forward p r o p o s a l s f o r r e v e r s i n g the e f f 
a t Committee Stage of the Companies B i l l on 30 J 
p r ovide t h a t companies would need t o o b t a i n the 
s h a r e h o l d e r s a t the a n nual g e n e r a l meeting f o r any 
f o r p o l i t i c a l purposes. 

THE PRIME MINISTER s a i d t h a t i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t 
amendment should be o v e r t u r n e d . 

The Cabinet -

2. Took note. 

s i t i o n s h o r t l y t o 
!e amendment made 

which sought t o 
o f t h e i r 
d donations 

of the 
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2. THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, F I S H E R I E S AND FOOD s a i d t h a t i n A p r i l 
1988 he and the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r H e a l t h had s e t up a w orking p a r t y 

,chaired by S i r R i c h a r d Southwood, P r o f e s s o r of Zoology a t Oxford 
I n i v e r e i t y , to examine t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s of Bovine Spongiform 

•ephalopathy ( B S E ) i n r e l a t i o n t o both a n i m a l h e a l t h and any p o s s i b l e 
\n h e a l t h h a z a r d s , and to a d v i s e on any n e c e s s a r y measures. The 

lg p a r t y had p r e s e n t e d i t s r e p o r t on 9 F e b r u a r y and, i n v i e w of the 
c u r r e n t p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n food s a f e t y and the r i s k o f the 
>arty's f i n d i n g s b e i n g l e a k e d , i t was n e c e s s a r y t o p u b l i s h the 
*th as l i t t l e d e l a y as p o s s i b l e . I t would, however, r a i s e a 

l i j f f i c u l t i s s u e s t h a t r e q u i r e d the most c a r e f u l h a n d l i n g . BSE 
n e u r o l o g i c a l d i s o r d e r of c a t t l e . I t was one of a group of 
d i s e a s e s of the c e n t r a l nervous system, i n c l u d i n g s c r a p i e 

id the v e r y r a r e C r e u t z f e l d t Jakob d i s e a s e i n humans. I t had 
been f i r s t i d e n t i f i e d by h i s M i n i s t r y ' s C e n t r a l V e t e r i n a r y L a b o r a t o r y , 
which had e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t the most l i k e l y cause of the d i s e a s e was the 
f e e d i n g to c a l v 
sheep a f f e c t e d 
had p r o h i b i t e d 
f o r ruminants. Ρ 
c a t t l e , and t h e r e 
p r o h i b i t i o n would be' 
i n c u b a t i o n p e r i o d of 
d i s e a s e had c r o s s e d t o 
h i s M i n i s t r y ' s r a p i d a c t 
most u n l i k e l y t h a t BSE wo 
D e s p i t e t h a t g e n e r a l c o n c l 
number of recommendations a i 
humans, and t h e i r comments on 
be handled w i t h p a r t i c u l a r care 1 

recommendations on v a c c i n e s , g u i 
recommending m a n u f a c t u r e r s of medi 
sources wherever p o s s i b l e . The pos 
more d i f f i c u l t . The w o r k i n g p a r t y h 
evidence r e l a t i n g t o the use of l i v e r 

p r o c e s s e d meat meal and bone meal d e r i v e d from 
a p i e . As soon as t h a t was c l e a r , i n J u l y 1988, he 

of m a t e r i a l d e r i v e d from ruminant a n i m a l s i n feed 
t h a t BSE c o u l d not be t r a n s m i t t e d between 
e v i d e n c e o f t h a t , the e f f e c t o f t h i s 

v e n t new c a s e s a r i s i n g a f t e r the d i s e a s e ' s 
y e a r s . T h e r e was no evidence t h a t the 

and t h e Southwood Report, w h i c h welcomed 
ncluded t h a t on present e v i d e n c e i t was 

any i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r human h e a l t h , 
owever, the working p a r t y made a 

i n i m i s i n g any p o s s i b l e r i s k to 
s and on baby foods would need t o 
he l i g h t of the working p a r t y ' s 

were about to be i s s u e d , 
r o d u c t s to use non-bovine 

baby foods was perhaps even 
xamined a l l the s c i e n t i f i c 
dney i n baby food, and they 

e p o i n t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e i r d i d not make a formal recommendation 
r e p o r t s t a t e d t h a t t hey c o n s i d e r e d t h a t manufacturers of baby foods 
should a v o i d the use of o f f a l from ruminants. S i r R i c h a r d Southwood had 
t o l d him t h a t the l i k e l i h o o d of problems arising^4<.om the use of 
ruminant o f f a l i n baby food was v e r y low indeee/an 
p a r t y ' s s u g g e s t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d c o u n s e l of extreiqg 
was, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the working p a r t y ' s u l t r a - c a 
have the e f f e c t o f s t i m u l a t i n g d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e ρ 
would not be f e a s i b l e f o r the Government to appear 
the working p a r t y ' s a d v i c e . Now t h a t S i r R i c h a r d Sou 
to c l a r i f y h i s comments, he d i d not b e l i e v e t h a t p u b l i 
s a f e l y be postponed. S u b j e c t to f i n a l c l e a r a n c e of the t^ 
S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r H e a l t h , he b e l i e v e d t h a t he should 
announcement b e f o r e S i r R i c h a r d Southwood l e f t the c o u n t r y 
to the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH s a i d t h a t the working p a r t y ' s v 

on baby food were the main problem. I n v i e w of the extreme se n s i 

t h a t the working 
e. The problem 

approach might 
arm, but i t 
i s r e g a r d i n g 

helped 
ould 

th the 
make an 

i s i t 
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of t h i s t o p i c and of the t e n t a t i v e n a t u r e o f the working p a r t y ' s 
comments, he had c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the b e s t way forward might have been 
f o r the Ch i e f M e d i c a l O f f i c e r t o be asked t o co n s i d e r the matter i n 
gr e a t e r depth. However, the C h i e f M e d i c a l O f f i c e r had t h a t morning t o l d 

t h a t he d i d not t h i n k i t would be r i g h t f o r him t o do o t h e r than 
ept the working p a r t y ' s f i n d i n g . T h a t being so, the Government had 
l t e r n a t i v e but t o a c c e p t the wor k i n g p a r t y ' s c o n c l u s i o n s on baby 

^ ^ n d to be seen to a c t on them. He agreed t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n o f the 
<0onPkshould not be long d e l a y e d . 

I n d i ^ e u s s i o n , the f o l l o w i n g main p o i n t s were made: 

a t A ^ e Southwood Rep o r t appeared t o be l e s s p r e c i s e than might 
ha«p>een expected o f a r e p o r t by eminent s c i e n t i s t s on a matter of 
sucn^moment, and i t s comments might w e l l have an enormous impact on 
the p u b l i c and on i n d u s t r y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , once such e x p e r t a d v i c e 
was commissioned by the Government i t was not f e a s i b l e f o r 
M i n i s t e r s j ^ e ^ J t o p e a r t o s u b s t i t u t e t h e i r own judgement f o r i t . 
U nless th^CGo^xnmentי s own p r o f e s s i o n a l a d v i c e p o i n t e d i n another 
d i r e c t i o n , TVpfeVVas no o p t i o n but t o accept the r e p o r t ' s f i n d i n g s 
as the b a s i s v i M O v ^ l i c y . 

w e l l be t h a t the Government was l e f t w i t h 
i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r m a t t e r , i t was 

d e c i s i o n s should i n e f f e c t be put i n t o 
x p e r t s . The Southwood Repor t ' s f i n d i n g s 

t even c a s t i n the form of a c l e a r 
assumptions a t the most remote edges 

l e a r t h a t the a c t i o n proposed was 
i c , the working p a r t y ' s comments 
u a l v a l i d i t y t o the f e e d i n g of 
ng c h i l d r e n . H i t h e r t o , l i v e r 

the best foods f o r c h i l d r e n 
I d so suddenly be questioned, 

posals would have 
whole, and not simply f o r 

b. Although i t 
l i t t l e room f o r 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a t 
the hands of s p e c i a 
on baby foods, whic 
recommendation, were b 
of p r o b a b i l i t y , and i t 
i n p r o p o r t i o n t o the r i s k 
on baby foods would extend 
any ruminant k i d n e y or l i v e r 
had been g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d 
and i t was e x t r a o r d i n a r y t h a t 
I t was c l e a r , f u r t h e r m o r e , t h a t 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the meat i n d u s t r y 
baby food m a n u f a c t u r e r s 

c. On the o t h e r hand, the working p a r t y ' s c a u t i o n and the 
t e n t a t i v e n a t u r e of some of t h e i r commentgrfOefa o n l y t o be 
expected. S c r a p i e had e x i s t e d i n sheep f 
only known to have c r o s s e d t o another spe 
y e a r s ago t h e r e were no a f f e c t e d cows, where 
n e a r l y 3,000. I t would be an a p p a l l i n g trage 
to c r o s s a f u r t h e r s p e c i e s boundary and a f f e c t 
unreasonable f o r the working p a r t y t o have conte 
p o s s i b l e p r e c a u t i o n s . 

e a r s , but i t was 
r e c e n t l y . Two 
:here were 

» d i s e a s e were 
I t was not 
a l l 

d. Even i f the Government accepted the Southwood Reן 
f i n d i n g s on baby food, t h e r e was a range of p o s s i b l e act 
P r o h i b i t i o n of the manufacture of baby foods c o n t a i n i n g 
o f f a l would be the most extreme s t e p , and t h i s might neces 
c o n s u l t a t i o n under the Food A c t . On the other hand, the foo 



m a n u f a c t u r e r s t h e m s e l v e s would almost c e r t a i n l y want t o be seen t o 
cease the m anufacture o f such baby foods as a consequence of the 
r e p o r t ' s p u b l i c a t i o n . The p o s i t i o n on imported baby foods would 
need to be c o n s i d e r e d , as would the a d v i c e t h a t s h ould be o f f e r e d 
on the use of e x i s t i n g s t o c k s of baby foods and on food f o r o l d e r 
c h i l d r e n . T h e r e s h o u l d be a c l e a r l i n e on a l l t h e s e p o i n t s b e f o r e 
an announcement was made. 

ME MINISTER, summing up the d i s c u s s i o n , s a i d t h a t the Southwood 
as l i k e l y t o r a i s e c o n s i d e r a b l e a l a r m , and i t s recommendations 

" s a ^ f e s t i o n s were not based on p r e c i s e and f i r m e v i d e n c e . T h e r e were 
m a n i ^ ^ S i i f f i c u l t i e s i n h a n d l i n g t h a t s i t u a t i o n , but i t had to be borne 
i n minJ&vnat the d i s e a s e ' s r e c e n t c r o s s i n g of the s p e c i e s boundary from 
sheep t & ^ a t t l e was a new phenomenon and i t was not known whether a 
f u r t h e r \ k o s s i n g o f t h e s p e c i e s boundary t o humans was p o s s i b l e . I n 
these c i r c u m s t a n c e s the g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e was t h a t the Governmment 
should be seen t o a c t on p r o p e r l y q u a l i f i e d a d v i c e , and the C h i e f 
Medical Of f i c e i y J j p w l a c r u c i a l r o l e i n t h i s . On t h a t b a s i s , the M i n i s t e r 
of A g r i c u l t u r e i / F i i k e r i e s and Food and the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r H e a l t h 
should urgently<IX5P?Xe a c l e a r and a c c u r a t e statement o f the 
Government's p o s i f ^ o y / . n response t o the Southwood R e p o r t , t a k i n g 
account of the po 
be made as soon as 
Southwood h i m s e l f , 
O f f i c e r as w e l l as Mirf 

The C a b i n e t ־ 

Ide i n d i s c u s s i o n . The announcement should then 
j ^ c t i c a b l e , i n a way t h a t i n v o l v e d S i r R i c h a r d 

M edical O f f i c e r and the C h i e f V e t e r i n a r y 

IGN 
IRS 

o-Iranian 

tions 

ious 
rence: 
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Took note, w i t h approvi 
summing up of the d i s c u s ^ 
A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s 
f o r H e a l t h t o be guided acc\ 

he Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 
i n v i t e d the M i n i s t e r of 
nd the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 
y• 

3. THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND^OMMONWEALTH OFFICE 
(MRS CHALKER) s a i d t h a t a l l but one of tVe s t a f f o f the B r i t i s h Embassy 
i n Tehran had r e t u r n e d t o the United Kingdom on 22 F e b r u a r y , f o l l o w i n g 
the Government's d e c i s i o n t o withdraw them. Th£—Remaining o f f i c e r would 
lea v e on 27 F e b r u a r y . Sweden had agreed to r ^ t f m e j y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
B r i t i s h i n t e r e s t s w i t h e f f e c t from 26 F e b r u a r j 
Commonwealth O f f i c e had t o l d the I r a n i a n Embassy 
s t a f f would be expected to l e a v e the United Kingc 
27 F e b r u a r y . The Government aw a i t e d a proposal f r c 
should be t h e i r p r o t e c t i n g power i n London, but woulc 

i O r e i g n and 
indon t h a t t h e i r 

l i d n i g h t on 
as t o who 
:ee t o r e j e c t 

t h i s i f the I r a n i a n c h o i c e was unwelcome. I f the I r a 
i n London had not l e f t t h e U n i t e d Kingdom by 27 Fe b r u a r y 
d e c l a r e d personae non g r a t a e . 

a s s y s t a f f 
would be 
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a m s t a n 

ious 

rence: 

9) 5.3 

Continuing, THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
OFFICE s a i d t h a t , f o l l o w i n g the meeting of the F o r e i g n A f f a i r s C o u n c i l 
of the European Community ( E C ) e a r l i e r i n the week, S p a i n as the c u r r e n t 
holder of the P r e s i d e n c y had been urged t o seek i n t e r n a t i o n a l support 

>re w i d e l y f o r the s t a n d t a k e n by the EC. I n a d d i t i o n , the Government 
t a k i n g a c t i o n b i l a t e r a l l y i n s e v e r a l c a p i t a l s . The F o r e i g n and 
nonwealth S e c r e t a r y had w r i t t e n t o the S o v i e t F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , Mr 

Shevardnadze, and would be s e e i n g him a t the f u n e r a l o f Emperor 
i n Tokyo. Approaches had been made to Japan and Canada among 
There was a l r e a d y growing support o u t s i d e the EC f o r the 
-e a c t i o n t o the t h r e a t a g a i n s t Mr Salman Rush d i e ' s l i f e , 
rom P r e s i d e n t Bush, the U n i t e d Nations' S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , 

#eden, A u s t r i a and F i n l a n d . The F o r e i g n and Commonwealth 
(id be s e e k i n g c l a r i f i c a t i o n from the New Zealand High 
ϊγ t h a t morning about some u n h e l p f u l p u b l i c comment by the New 

Zealand Prime M i n i s t e r , Mr David Lange. I t appeared from more r e c e n t 
p r e s s r e p o r t s t h a t ^ h i s e a r l i e r e q u i v o c a t i o n might have been c o r r e c t e d . 

THE MINISTER 0 
tha t the Governmi 
a t r a d e e x h i b i t i o 
Government money or 
being. The r e c a l l 
be p o s s i b l e t o g i v e l o 
B r i t i s h p a s s p o r t h o l d e r s 

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE went on to say 
a d v i s e d the o r g a n i s e r s to c a n c e l t h e i r p l a n s f o r 
r a n i n e a r l y March. There would be no 
support f o r t r a d e f a i r s i n I r a n f o r the time 

s t a f f from Tehran meant t h a t i t would not 
i s t a n c e t o B r i t i s h businessmen i n I r a n , 

i n g a d v i s e d not to t r a v e l t o I r a n a t 
present u n l e s s a b s o l u t e l 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing 
endorsed the a c t i o n t a k e n so 
the w i d e s t p o s s i b l e i n t e r n a t i o 

i e f d i s c u s s i o n , s a i d t h a t t h ? Cabinet 
d e a l i n g w i t h I r a n and agreed t h a t 

!ort should be sought f o r i t . 

NWEALTH OFFICE s a i d t h a t 
i a l powers i n A f g h a n i s t a n . He 
1 r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

sed many M i n i s t e r s who were 
ked the abandonment of the 

Meanwhile, the 

THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND, 
P r e s i d e n t N a j i b u l l a h was assuming 
now headed the new Supreme M i l i t a r y 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g the war e f f o r t . He had 
not members of the r u l i n g p a r t y . T h i s 
u n s u c c e s s f u l p o l i c y of " n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i 
C o n s u l t a t i v e C o u n c i l ( S h o u r a ) of r e s i s t a n c e l e a d e r s which had taken 
p l a c e i n P a k i s t a n the p r e c e d i n g week had f a i l e d to agree on a v i a b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e government. As a r e s u l t t h e i n i t i a ^ v ^ h a d passed t o 
r e s i s t a n c e commanders w i t h i n A f g h a n i s t a n , who y ^ r e v s j j n c e n t r a t i n g t h e i r 

J a l a l a b a d and 
r of these 

a s i m i l a r 
vances 
e 

the 

e f f o r t s a g a i n s t key p r o v i n c i a l towns such as Ka 
Herat. T h e i r l i k e l y o b j e c t i v e was a n e g o t i a t e d 
towns. An o r d e r l y t r a n s f e r of power t h e r e could en 
process i n K a b u l . D e s p i t e the l a c k of dramatic r e s i s 
s i n c e the S o v i e t w i t h d r a w a l , t h e r e was no reason t o r 
Government's assessment t h a t the p r e s e n t regime would f a 
t i m e s c a l e remained u n p r e d i c t a b l e and might be more p r o t r 
o r i g i n a l l y e x pected. 



THE PRIME MINISTER s a i d t h a t the Anglo-German Summit on 20/21 F e b r u a r y 
had been h e l d i n F r a n k f u r t a t the r e q u e s t of the F e d e r a l German 
C h a n c e l l o r , Dr Helmut K o h l , i n order t o g i v e a h i g h e r p u b l i c p r o f i l e t o 
the F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h t he United Kingdom. T h i s had 
a t t r a c t e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n . She had 

countered l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y i n d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h C h a n c e l l o r Kohl i n 
j e i n g on many o f the major agenda i t e m s , f o r example the need t o 

p r o t e c t i o n i s m and s u b s i d i e s , to encourage f r e e t r a d e and to a v o i d 
t M j p - e ^ d l i n e of 1992 g i v i n g r i s e t o a p e r c e p t i o n of " F o r t r e s s Europe". 
C n a n ^ t ^ o r Kohl had a l s o agreed w i t h h e r t h a t i t was n e c e s s a r y f o r the 
N o r T n A ^ a n t i c T r e a t y O r g a n i s a t i o n (NATO) to continue t o have the 
a p p r d e p i d ^ mix of n u c l e a r and c o n v e n t i o n a l f o r c e s which should be kept 
u p - t o - 3 a y i a j p n e c e s s a r y . But C h a n c e l l o r Kohl had not been w i l l i n g t o 
say w h e p r a r a s u c c e s s o r system to the p r e s e n t Lance ground-to-ground 
m i s s i l e s^puld be deployed. I n t h e i r p r e s s conference they had 
t h e r e f o r e r e a f f i r m e d i n p r e c i s e terms t he language o f the l a s t NATO 
summit, to the e f f e c t t h a t the NATO s t r a t e g y of d e t e r r e n c e was based 
upon an appropri<£3\mix o f adequate and e f f e c t i v e n u c l e a r and 
co n v e n t i o n a l fonces<Aihich would c o n t i n u e t o be kept up-to-date where 
n e c e s s a r y . Sh 
d i s c u s s i o n about 
United S t a t e s . I 
next f i n a n c i a l y e a r 
to Lance they would η 
system would be deploye' 
of a f u r t h e r $130 m i l l i o n 
i n 1995 or 1996. The need' 
urgent. I f the arguments we 

e t C h a n c e l l o r K o h l again i n A p r i l f o r f u r t h e r 
uch would depend upon the a t t i t u d e of the 
s was to a u t h o r i s e $32 m i l l i o n r e q u i r e d i n the 

a r c h and development on a s u c c e s s o r system 
n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h the Europeans t h a t t h i s 

programme would c a l l f o r the e x p e n d i t u r e 
l l o w i n g y e a r , w i t h a view to deployment 

eement w i t h i n the A l l i a n c e was thus 
s u f f i c i e n t l y r o b u s t l y h e r assessment 

was t h a t the n e c e s s a r y d e c i s i he A l l i a n c e would be forthcoming. 

C o n t i n u i n g , THE PRIME MINISTER 8 
C h a n c e l l o r K o h l the q u e s t i o n of l o t j 
F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c by a l l i e d a i r c r a f 
out t h a t t h e r e was more such low f l y 
United Kingdom than t h e r e was i n the 
nece s s a r y f o r p i l o t s t o be a b l e t o t r a i ' 
where i t would be r e q u i r e d to f i g h t sh 
to be e x p l a i n e d t o German p u b l i c o p i n i o n 

t she had a l s o t a k e n up w i t h 
ng i n the a i r space of the 
oned t h e r e . She had poin t e d 

t r a i n i n g purposes i n the 
Repu b l i c and t h a t i t was 

f l y i n g over the t e r r a i n 
t h a t day eve r come. T h i s had 

I n d i s c u s s i o n , the f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s were made: 

a. There was a d i f f e r e n t approach to pol 
F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c from t h a t i n the U n i t e d Κ 
as defence. There t he l e f t wing was allowed 
and the Government's p u b l i c response was temp 
E v e r y e f f o r t should be made to encourage Chancel 
the p u b l i c i n i t i a t i v e , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e h i s own 
the main i s s u e s were the r i g h t ones. 

lebate i n the 
s u b j e c t s such 
the running 

r d i n g l y . 
to resume 
ons on 

b. By c o n t r a s t the p o s i t i o n of the German F o r e i g n Mini 
Herr Genscher was much more a m b i v a l e n t . For example, 
C h a n c e l l o r , he had shown s i g n s i n d i s c u s s i o n w i t h the F o i 
Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y d u r i n g the Summit of f a v o u r i n g f u r t h e i 



g e s t u r e s i n the d i r e c t i o n of r e s t r i c t i v e measures a g a i n s t South 
A f r i c a . He had however accep t e d t h a t on che m i c a l weapons 
v e r i f i c a t i o n would be v i t a l f o r a s u c c e s s f u l c o n v e n t i o n to ban such 
weapons. He had a l s o accepted the need f o r the A l l i a n c e to p r e s e n t 
a unanimous p r o p o s a l promptly on 6 March when the new n e g o t i a t i o n s 
opened on C o n v e n t i o n a l F o r c e s i n Europe, and to r e s o l v e q u i c k l y 
remaining d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h the T u r k s . 

I t was important i n a s s e s s i n g the t o l e r a n c e of p u b l i c debate 
the F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c t o r e c o g n i s e t h a t i t would be v e r y 
erous f o r the A l l i a n c e i f the c u r r e n t governing c o a l i t i o n were 

r e p l a c e d by a government i n c l u d i n g the German S o c i a l 
s, whose p o l i c i e s were now c o n s i d e r a b l y t o the l e f t o f 

ormerly f a v o u r e d by Helmut Schmidt. Moreover, the l e a d e r of 
th e ^ ^ r e e Democratic P a r t y , G r a f Otto Lambsdorff, a l s o seemed to 
have changed h i s s t a n c e on the q u e s t i o n of defence, on which he had 
now become v e r y unsound. 

d. The 
German ροΓ 
a l s o a m a t t e ^ l c 
the F e d e r a l R 
i n c l u d i n g 100, 
to a wave of ant 

nee o f a new and s t r i d e n t r i g h t wing element i n 
s seen from t he r e c e n t e l e c t i o n s i n B e r l i n , was 
ncer n . L a s t y e a r 350,000 people had migrated t o 

to t a k e up permanent r e s i d e n c e t h e r e , 
s e e k e r s . T h i s had c o n t r i b u t e d p o w e r f u l l y 

η f e e l i n g i n the co u n t r y . 

f o r c e s s t a t i o n e d i n the F e d e r a l 
1 concerned, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the 
ted quotas f o r such f l y i n g had a l r e a d y 

i b l e w i t h NATO t r a i n i n g 
cause the German Defence M i n i s t e r , 

a s u f f i c i e n t l y r o b u s t l i n e , 
f u r t h e r r e d u c t i o n s were 
y be p r e s e n t i n g p r o p o s a l s to 

would have to r e s i s t them. 

e. On low f l y i n g 
R e p u b l i c , i t was agr 
German L u f t w a f f e , t h a 
reached t he lo w e s t l e v e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . Unfortunat" 
Herr Rupert S c h o l z , had not 
German p u b l i c o p i n i o n thoug 
p o s s i b l e . Herr S c h o l z would 
t h a t end s h o r t l y . The U n i t e d 

f . There were s i g n s of i n c r e a s i r e & ^ f a f f i c i n manufactured goods 
between E a s t and West Germany, r e f l e c t i n g the lower labour c o s t s i n 
the former. T a r i f f f r e e a c c e s s was per m i t t e d under the T r e a t y o f 
Rome on the b a s i s t h a t E a s t German goods d i d not pass on elsewhere 
w i t h i n t he Community. I f t h e s e p r o v i s i o n s ^ & t e being abused t h i s 
would amount t o u n f a i r c o m p e t i t i o n . Consiper«ion should be g i v e n 
to t a k i n g up t h i s i s s u e w i t h t h e EuropeanvOwCwivion and the 
F e d e r a l German Government. 

g. German a g r i c u l t u r e , which was l i k e l y t o c 
over the ne x t decade, remained a d i f f i c u l t a r e a , 
e l e c t o r a l terms. The German a u t h o r i t i e s appeared 
f u r t h e r r e f o r m o f the common a g r i c u l t u r a l p o l i c y an 
l i k e l y t o p r e s e n t d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the course o f the 



4. THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE s a i d t h a t , 
as a l r e a d y noted, much of the meeting o f the F o r e i g n A f f a i r s C o u n c i l on 
20 Febru a r y had been t a k e n up w i t h d i s c u s s i o n of I r a n on which the 
?oreign and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y had obtained the support of the o t h e r 
Ueven Member C o u n t r i e s f o r concerted a c t i o n . The main scheduled item 

vthe C o u n c i l agenda had been the d i s p u t e w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s over 
m e - t r e a t e d beef. On t h i s the outcome had been s u c c e s s f u l , a v o i d i n g 
lew move to Community counter r e t a l i a t i o n , pending the c o n c l u s i o n s 

it h i g h l e v e l t a s k f o r c e which was charged w i t h s e e k i n g 
over an agreed 75 day p e r i o d . The s a t i s f a c t o r y outcome owed 
)b y i n g by t h e U n i t e d Kingdom o f the Commission and United 
i r ' i t i e s over r e c e n t months, and i n p a r t i c u l a r the meeting 
F p r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y and the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

s t a t e , Mr Baker, on 12 F e b r u a r y . On o t h e r i s s u e s the 
approved mandates f o r n e g o t i a t i o n of t r a d e and co o p e r a t i o n 
Uth Poland and B u l g a r i a and d i s c u s s e d the need f o r 

c o o r d i n a t i o n of economic and p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t s o f p o l i c y towards E a s t e r n 
Europe. 

The C a b i n e t 

Took note. 

Cabinet O f f i c e 
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