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l. T~e steodt Oevelo~nt of relations betwee n the PRC and t he 

u.s . over t he past decade ~nd mote ha5 brouqht siQnificant 

benGti t~ to both na t ions. 

lltered t o t he benefit o f both count~ies. 

o The se(lous. Soviet tbreat to the P~C ~as . over 

time, substantially r educed ~~ in patt because of 

the growiDg friendship .between t he U.S. t,.nd the 

PRC. 

o That sai'M f risnOahi() prov rded 1"1.Umino rooAl for 

the u.s. ln its rel at ionship with the USSR. As 

US-PRC cela t ions develo~e, t he S~viet Onion 

tended· to cnoOecate i ts own stance witt\ u~9ard. t c 

the u.s. 

o t~rove6 US-PRC rel ations bave tended to provide 

the PRC with greater fle%ibility in the A~i an 

area. For example. Vietnamese thtea ts t o China·s 

intecests have been ea&ier for the PRC to deal 
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interest& be~ause of u.s. ability to affect 

Japanese ~onduct on issues of i~portadce to the 

PRC; the U.S. presence in So~th ~o~e~ has helped 

contain Notth Ko~ean sdventurism while makirt9 it 

difficult for Pyonqyan9 to i9nore Chinese 

interests in favor of Soviet interests. 

' 

2. The list of benefits to Wa&hington and Beijin9 is long; tne 

above list is but ~eptesentative of a much mole exteosive 

catslo9ue. worl~ peace and a stable international 

eovironmont have been '~ell serveO by what ouc t .... o c;:ountties 

haw~ ar:eoMplished to9ether siDCQ Pre$idanl:: Nixon f i :-st 

visited the PRC. 
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a. At another level -- t ~• human leveL -- wa Also h4ve 

bQnafited. Thousands of Chinese studen ts have ~tudied in 

the United States, 4Wd btought back with them to Chi.l\a 

knowledqe of We$tecn technology, ~ethods of industria l 

OTganization and product i on techniques th~t h &vQ served, 

ano wi ll se~ve f or y• ars t o come . t o imp rove t he eGonoaie 

~~1 1- being o f the Chinese p eo p l Q. ~er icans. on tba other 

h and , have be•n exposo4 to ~hinese cultu t G tnd wisdom, and 

in the pcocess have bro ught millions of dollec2 to t h& PRC 

as toucists. 

4. President Bush recooniLes th• value o~ the PRC-US 

' £elationship t o t he vtta l i ntet~s ts ,ot bo t h countries. 
•J 

se~nd t b a t1 he h~• a deep pe~sooa l desi t e to see the 

f ~i end$ hip betveen t h• Ch1n•se and America n People 

mai nteined aod sttenqthe neO . Thiz commitment derives f~om 

his e~~ecience in Ch i na and hi$ p~rsonal ft i e n4fhip fot so 

m~ny of China' s leade rs . 

5. I t i~ a9a1ns{ this back9 ro~nd, anO io light ot recent 

deve lovPeDts i n t he Peopl e s Republi~ of Chi na , that th• 

Pres ident has o rdeced hi ~ close perso na l a dv i soc . Stefl t 

Scowccof t, and tho O~put y Sect~ta ry of St~ tQ , to ttavel to 

&ei.ji ng. He t~ae Oone "o bect~use. ~$ i~ oov lous to all 
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ob~ecver~. set to u! questions have acisen in both countries 

abo~t the future ot tha us~PRC relat ionsh ip, lt i$ t~e 

President's hope that 1 t hrough the good o ffice$ of his 

representatives, it w111 be possible t o reach en 

undQ cstandl ng on each side Of the ccncerns and intentions 

o f the other. 

G. Foe his part , the PrestdGnt l ntend$ to do ~ll he C44 to 

maintain a stead y cou'rae becauoe he b"' l i e:ves dee p ly that a 

solid rulatLonst'll.p beb,e en the PRC aod . the v.s. is in thll:! 

7 . 

interest~ of wor ld peace anQ int&rnatio na l stability . 

• At the s ame ttmo. a1 leadet of the • nation he must represent 

and a cticu lete t he value~ of t be ~rican people ~· Ye lues 

be d~QQLY b~ l ieves in pecso n~lly as we ll. 

6 . tJow the GPRC d.ee1Cie.s t o deal ttlith those o f its citizans 

involV'ed in recent events in China is, o f course. tn 

i nternal affa ir~ Ho~ the USG an~ th~ ~orican people viaw 

that 9Ctivity is. equally. an iQt~rnal aftair. Bot h ~i ll 

be govorned by the traditions, cultvre , and values peculiar 

to each . 
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9. The American people have been shocked and repelled by mucfi 

of what they Q~ve soon and taad about recent events in 

China. That is a~ much a !act as Chines~ vi~ws of u.s. 
tcactions to those events. ~oth go~ern~ents must take 

those ettitudes into ~ccount. 

10. Pt~sident av~h share~ the ~iews of the broad ro•&s Of t~e 

~cican people reg~cding those events- He 41So realizes~ 

however, that the lonq-tecm relationship between t~e PRC 

and the u.S. is, as alreaOy indicated. an important factor 

for both countries. He wants to manage short-tetnl events 

in a way that will best ass\lre a h<Qa~t:·hy celationship ovet 

ti~. But he is ~ot the only faotot~in the American 
' ... 

4e~ooratic system. The Congtess is a co-equal branch of 

tovernment; its •ttitud&s are al~o tmpoTtant in determinin~ 

how the u.s. Le3~ts to external events. 

11. Congtessional ~Qaction to whet has QOC~cred in the PRC he$ 

b~en stron9; inevitably that reaction has led to numetous 

deman~s fQr legi$tation to end many aspects of out 

econo~ic, militaty and pqlitical [elationship- The 

President h8s t•keo the ~tQps he has believed appcoptiate 
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in current oircumstances, while tesistin9 demands by the 

Cong~ess an~ segments of the Americ&n public fol otbac 

measures. 

12. The degree to which the President is able to maintain his 

c~rrent prudent cou~se will depend, in larqe measure, on 

how events develop over the ccming weeks in the ~~C. 

Furthe£ arr~st3 and e~eoution~ will inevitably lead to 

greate~ ~emands in the u.s. to ~espond. Effotts at 

national reconciliation, on the othec hand, ~ill find a 

cooperative u.S. response. 
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