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You will be aware of the public opposition which the United Kingdom
Atomic Energy Authority are encountering to their programme of
test drillings to examine the suitability of different geological
formations for the disposal of long-lived radioactive waste.
Their work is part of an extensive programme into three possible
disposal options - deep underground or on, or under, the seabed.
Research is essential to enable the merits of the three options
to be compared and assessed, since no decision to use any of the
three has been taken.
My Secretary of State has agre the attached statement with the
Secretaries of S : Wales and Energy, which seeks
, in their proper context. 1t
makes it clear that a is stage no radioactive waste will be used;

that drilling sites wi videly spread throughout Great Britainj
that any proposal to ] need planning permission; and that

the process cannot go to use actual waste, without a further
permission. It would be helpful to have the statement on the record
before the first planning inquiry, recently announced by the Secretary
of State for Scotland, takes place in the autumn.

Because the statement is a lengthy one, my Secretary of State proposes
to reply by written Parliamentary Question. Unless you see any
objection, the reply will be given in the terms of the attached

draft on Tuesday 24 July.

I am copying this to the Private Secretaries to the Secretaries of
State for Scotland, Wsles and Energy, the Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster and the Chief Whip.
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P N BRISTOW
Private Secretary

Mike Pattison Esqg
10 Downing Street







Environment,
whether W _‘ 2 18 K€E ta men about t he
geological research programme nnected with the

-

disposal of high level rac waste.

Yes. I welcome this opportunity to set out our views on
present and future research connected with the disposal of high
level radioactive waste. I refer particularly to the geological
research programme involving the drilling of test boreholes in
certain areas of the United Kingdom. I must make clear that this
is not a programme disposing of radioactive waste but is purely

research into whether it is feasible.

2% A principal element in my responsibility for

waste management policy, which I share with my rt

Secretaries of State for Scotland and for Wales, is

there is adequate research and development on methods of disposa

of wastes arising from the civil nuclear power programme. Wastes

which cannot be disposed of at present are safely stored, but the
+
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long-term aim is to identify safe disposal rou

o 18 Research on one of the major options for the treatment of
high-level waste for safe disposal - vitrifying the waste in glass
blocks - is well quaned in the United Kingdom. A plant to
manufacture these blocks should, on current plans, be in operation
by about 1990. The blocks would probably need to be stored in
water- or air-cooled vaults for some years, but after cooling they

e —

would be suitable for disposal. Several methods of disposing of

them safely are being researched, but have yet to be demonstrated.

4, There are three possible methods of disposal: on the bed of

the deep ocean, into stable geolog {c 31 formations on land, or
under the ocean bed. No Jjudgement can be made between these
methods until more is known about them. The Government are
accordingly undertaking a comprehensive research programme into
each of these options. The work so far supports the view that a

safe disposal route can be identified but at this stage there is




The

no commitmen o any one method in preference other
aim is to have a demonstration facilitj acilities, for one
or more O methods in oper during the 1@003 with a view
to having an tual disposal facility in operation early in the

next century.

ioactive waste is of world-wide
of information are co-ordinated
rnational Atomic Energy Agency,
e Organisation for Economic

, and the European Economic Community.

The United Kingdom plays a full part in these activities. ©So far,

research has been mainly directed towards determining the
feasibility of disposing 1igh level waste in forrations deep
below the land surface here are now signs of increasing
international interest in the possibility of ocean disposal, and
the United Kingdom is initiating an expanding research programme

assess the

ingdom research programme into the feasibility of
level waste into land formations is already well
carried out by the Natural Environment
Institute of Geological Sciences indicate
lie under about 16% of the land
areas, listed below, have been
identified f search ses so that information can be
collected abon id ange of rocks. The next step is a
prog ; o] ssearch involving test drillings to
examine fully -he properties and characteristics of different

geological forma

e So far tl programme has concentrated on areas containing
hard crystalline rock, and it is intended that the next group of
planning applications for drilling test boreholes will also
include areas o avy or salt or both. Only when full information
been properly evaluated, will it be possible
disposal deep underground is an option to

is, which of the rocks would be most
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 23 ‘July- 1979

5

The Prime Minister has seen your letter
of 20 July, with which you enclosed. a drafl
statement designed to place the UK AEA's
test drillings in their proper context.

The Prime Minister agrees that it
would be useful to set on record the status
and purposes of these test drillings, and
she is therefore content that this statement
should be made as an answer to a written :
Parliamentary Question this week. She has,
however, commented that it would be over-
optimistic to expect this to allay all the
fears.

I am sending copies of this letter to
Kenneth MacKenzie (Scottish Office),
George Craig (Welsh Office), Bill Burroughs
(Department of Energy), John Stevens
(Office of the Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster) and Murdo Maclean (Chief Whip's
Office).

P.N. Bristow, Esq., :
Departmen'jﬁ;(?ﬁ?ﬁEdViE?Hﬁf“ ;
nl'ufi_.,.»'._) { gi?{! : [.?:
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