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DEAR MARGARET:

AT HIS REQUEST, | HAVE JUST TALKED WITH GENERAL GALTIERI CONCERNING
THE FALKLANDS ISLAND CRISIS. | WANTED TO RELAY TO YOU A SUMMARY. OF
THAT CONVERSATION. IN VIEW OF THE LATE HOUR IN LONDON, | HAVE SENT

YOU THIS MESSAGE, BUT WE CAN TALK ON THE TELEPHONE TOMORROW MORNING
IF YOU THINK IT NECESSARY.

GENERAL GALTIERI REAFFIRMED TO ME HIS DESIRE TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH
YOUR COUNTRY, AND HIS FEARS THAT CONFLICT WOULD CAUSE DETERIORATION
IN RECENTLY IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. HE SAID THAT
THE ADVANCE OF YOUR FLEET AND THE BLOCKADE OF THE ISLANDS WERE MAKING
HIS SITUATION DIFFICULT. | TOLD HIM THAT | SHARED HIS DESIRE TO
AVOID CONFLICT, AND URGED HIM TO BE FORTHCOMING AND FLEXIBLE IN HIS
NEGOTIATIONS WITH SECRETARY HAIG, WHO HAD MY FULL FAITH AND
CONFIDENCE WITHOUT MAKING SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STEPS 710

ME, GENERAL GALTIERI PROMISED TO DEAL HONESTLY AND SERIOUSLY WITH
SECRETARY HAIG.
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I WeULD LIKE TO ADD THAT WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THE HOSPITALITY YoOU
HAVE SHOWN TO AL DURING HIS TWO VISITS. WE ARE ALSO GRATEFUL FOR THE
RECEPTIVITY YOU HAVE SHOWN TO OUR EFFORTS TO FIND A COMMON GROUND
BETWEEN YOUR COUNTRY, ONE OF OUR CLOSEST ALLIES, AND ARGENTINA, WITH
WHOM WE WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO COOPERATE IN ADVANCING SPECIFIC
PWIERES TS I'N THIS HEMISPHERE.

WARM REGARDS,

RON
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FOR AMBASSADOR SHLAUDEMAN.

PLEASE DELIVER TO SECRETARY HAIG | MMED I ATELY.

BEGIN TEXT
BPRAL A5, 1382

MEMORANDUM FOR ALEXANDER HAIG
FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK

SUBJCET: MEMCON FOR SECRETARY HAIG ON PRESIENT’S PHONE CALL
TO PRESIDENT GALTIERI

I3 I I I 3 I 3 ) ) I I e T S B S I T I T

FOR YOUR INFORMATION IN MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT GALTIERI, ATTACHED
IS A VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF THE PRESIDENT’ S PHONE CONVERSATION WITH
PRESIDENT GALTIERI TONIGHT. AS YOU CAN SEE, IT RAN ABOUT 30 MINUTES.

GALTIERI DID NOT RAISE MUCH THAT WAS NEW NOR DID HE BRING UP SPECIFIC
NEGOTIATING POINTS. HE DID UNDERLINE HIS OBVIOUS CONCERN ABOUT THE
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APPROACHING BRITISH FLEET. GALTIER] ALSO SUGGESTED UNNAMED NATIONS
MIGHT BE EXCERBATING THE CONFLICT, AN THAT U.S. MEDIA DISCLOSURES
WERE UNHELPFUL. THE ARGENTINE PRESIDENT EDNED WITH A ROUSINGLY
ARGENTINE VERSION OF WESTERN HEMISHERE HISTORY AND IMPLIED THAT THE
ARGENTINES AND NORTH AMERICANS SHARE A COMMON HERITAGE OF STRUGGLE
AGAINST (BRITISH) COLONIALISM.

PRESIDENT REAGAN REITERATED OUR SEARCH FOR A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF
THE DISPUTE AND CALLED ON THE PARTIES TO BE FLEXIBLE AND RESTRAINED
IN THE COMING DAYS AND WEEKS. THE PRESIDENT ALSO EXPRESSED HIS
PERSONAL SUPPORT FOR YOUR MISSION.

| MIGHT ADD WE READ GALTIERI AS A WORRIED MAN, BUT ONE NOT YET
READY TO RETREAT FROM PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED POSITIONS.

WORD OF THE CALL LEAKED AND AS A CONSEQUENCE WE PREPARED A SHORT
PRESS RELEASE WHICH DEALS ONLY GENERALITIES. THEN, SO AS ToO
RELIEVE ANY CONCERNS ON MAGGIE’S PART WE NOTIFIED PRIME MINISTER
THATCHER OF THE CALL THROUGH A CABINET LINE MESSAGE.

ATTACHMENTS
TAB A TEXT OF CONVERSATION

TAB B TEXT OF PRESS RELEASE
TAB C TEXT OF MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER THATCHER

TAB A

EJEEEEEZEJCJEJE:EJEJEJEJEJEJEJE!EEEJEJEﬂEﬂEﬂEﬂEﬂEﬂEﬂCﬂEﬂEﬂE!EJCJ

PRESIDENT: THIS IS RONALD REAGAN.

GALTIERI: GOOD AFTERNOON, MR. PRESIDENT. THIS 1|5 PRESIDENT
GALTIERI OF ARGENTINA SPEAKING T0 YoU. IT°S A PLEASURE

TO GREET YOU, MR, PRESIDENT. | WONDER IF YOU HEAR ME
WELL. | CAN HEAR You VERY WELL,
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PRESIDENT: YES, | CAN HEAR JUST FINE, AND | KNOW THAT YOU WISH To
CONTINUE OUR CONVERSATIONS. "M PLEASED TO HAVE THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO YoU. I”M AT YOUR DISPOSAL.

GALTIERI: MR. PRESIDENT, |'M VERY GLAD TO BE ABLE TO SPEAK TO YoU
ONCE AGAIN AS A FOLLOW-UP TO OUR FIRST CONVERSATION THAT
WE HAD WHICH, PERHAPS., WAS NOT VERY FRUITFUL ON THE NIGHT
PESAPRIL T AT A TIME FROM OUR STANDPOINT THE ESSENCE OF
THE 1SSUE WAS RESOLVED AND WE WERE NOT IN A POSITION T0
ACCEDE IMMEDIATELY TO YOUR REQUEST. CAN YOU HEAR ME
MR. PRESIDENT>

BRESIDENT: YES,. JUST FINE.

GALTIERI: MR SPRESIDENT, 1| THINK (T IS HIGHLY IMPORTANT FOR
ARGENTINA, FOR US TO HAVE ASSISTANCE, THE ASSISTANCE
OF YOUR GOVERNMENT, |N THIS VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION,
THAT WE ARE EXPERIENCING IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GREAT
BRITAIN WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, IS AFFECTING THE

SOLIDITY OF THE WESTERN WORLD. CAN YoOU HEAR, ME, MR,
PRESIDENT> |

FRES | DIEIGE - I CAN HEAR You, YES, VERY WELL.

GALTIERI: MR. PRESIDENT, IT |5 THE PROFOUND WISH, MY PER-
SONAL WISH AND THAT oF THE GOVERNMENT, AND THE
PEOPLE OF ARGENTINA, TO SEE To LT THAT: THLS
SITUATION DOES NOT CONTINUE TO DETERIORATE. AND
IT IS FURTHERMORE OUR WISH THAT WITH THE ASSISTANCE
OF THE UNITED STATES, THAT BOTH COUNTRIES SEEK AN
ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF UN
RESOLUTION 592 TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE WHOLE BACK-

THE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP AS
WELL A5 <ALL THAT Has BEEN DEBATED, ALl THAT HAS BEEN,

SEGRET
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PRESIDENT:

PRESIDENT.

GAITIERI:

THE WAY THE PROBLEM HAS BEEN DEALT WITH, THE WHOLE
RECORD OF THE UN IN |TS DEBATES OF THE PROBLEM OF THE
PAST 16 YEARS WITH REFERENCE TO THE 1SSUE OF DECOLONI|ZA-
TION AROUND THE WORLD. DD YOU READ ME, MR. PRESIDENT>

RS, N1 HAVE ALL OF THAT.

WAS THAT ALL THE PRESIDENT WANTED TO SAY BEFORE. OR DO
YOU WANT A RESPONE FROM ME NOW OR DOES HE HAVE MORE>

MR. PRESIDENT, GOING ON FOR ONE MORE PARAGRAPH, IF
YOU WOULD ALLOW ME, | ALSO WISH TO HAVE YOU REALIZE
THAT WITH THE ADVANCE OF THE BRITISH FLEET TOWARD THE
SOUTH ATLANTIC REGION WE FEEL THAT THERE IS AN IN-
CREASINGLY DANGEROUS SITUATION, NOT ONLY BETWEEN OUR
TWO COUNTRIES, BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN
THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, BUT IT ALSO OUR CONERN THAT TS
ISSUE NOT DETERIORATE T0 A POINT WHERE OTHER NATIONS
MIGHT BECOME INVOLVED AND THAT THIS MIGHT NOT BECOME
TANGLED UP AND EXACERBATED BY OUTSIDE INTERESTS. WE
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WISH TO CONTINUE THE GOOD RELATIONSHIPS THAT
ESTABLISHED BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERMENTS, YOUR
TION, OVER RECENT TIMES, RELATIONSHIPS WHICH
S0 CLOSE, MR. PRESIDENT, AND FOR THIS REASON
TO CONTINUE THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH REFERENCE

3

HAVE BEEN
ADMINISTRA-
HAVE BECOME
WE WI.SH

T0O ALL

ASPECTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE AND WITHIN THIS
CONTEXT IT IS MY FEAR THAT IF THE BRITISH CONTINUE
THEIR HOSTILITIES IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SOUTH
ATLANTIC REGION THE SITUATION MAY SLIP OUT OF OUR
GRASP; MAY SLIP OUR OF OUR CONTROL AND BECOME AN
EXTREMELY DELICATE ISSUE FOR THE WORLD AT LARGE. DID

YOU UNDERSTAND ME, MR. PRESIDENT>

BEERREE RS EETSME JUST SAY 1°M COMMITTED TO A PEACEFUL
RESOLUTION OF THIS DISPUTE. THIS IS IMPORTANT TO US

BECAUSE AS I’ VE SAID BOTH COUNTRIES INVOLVED,

YOURS AND

GREAT BRITIAN, ARE FRIENDS OF OURS SO OUR GOOD OFFICES
WILL CONTINUE TO BE EXTENDED TO YOU BOTH. NOW, SECRETARY
HAIG WILL BE ARRIVING IN BUENOS ARIES IN A FEW HOURS T0
CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS, AND HE IS MY PERSONAL REPRESENTA-

TIVE AND | HAVE FULL FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN
MR-~ PRESTDENT, | AM COMMITTED WHOLEHEARTEDLY

SERRET
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PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THIS DISPUTE. | AGREE THAT A WAR
IN THIS HEMISPHERE BETWEEN TWO WESTERN NATIONS, BOTH
FRIENDLY TO THE UNITED STATES IS UNTHINKABLE. | T WOULD
BE A TRAGEDY AND DISASTER FOR THE WESTERN WORLD, AND A
BITTER LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS OF ARGENTINES,
BRITONS, AND AMERICANS. THE ONLY ONE WHO COULD PROFIT
FROM SUCH A WAR WOULD BE THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS SLAVE
STATE ALLIES, AND IT WOULD BE A COMMON MISFORTUNE FOR ALL
BHE RESTOF IS, S0 | HOPE THAT WE CAN WORK OUT A SOLUTION
RO iz UVER

GALTIERI: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, | SHARE YOU VIEWS. BUT WITH THE
PASSING OF EVERY HOUR AND WITH THE CONTINUATION OF THE
BLOCKADE BY GREAT BRITIAN ALONG OUR COASTS AND AS THE
BRITISH FLEET CONTINUES TO ADVANCE TOWARD THE SOUTH
ATLANTIC, | FEAR THAT WHETHER WE WISH TO SEE THIS OR NOT,
THIS MAY BRING ABOUT SOME SERIOUS MISFORTUNE THAT WE WILL
NOT BE IN A POSITION TO PINPOINT OR TO KEEP UNDER CONTROL
IMMED IATELY AND WILL HAVE THE CONSEQUENCE OF AGGRAVATING
THE PRESENT SITUATION AND THIS IS WHY | THINK THAT WE
MUST BE VERY CAREFUL IN REGARD TO THIS BECAUSE IT IS
OBVIOUS THAT THERE ARE ATTEMPTS ALSO ON THE PART OF THE
AMERICAN PRESS AND THE WORLD PRESS AS WE NOTICED [N SOME
OF THE COVERAGE YESTERDAY, IN PARTICULAR TO BRING ABOUT
SOME SPLIT IN THE VERY GOOD RELATIONSHIPS THAT HAVE BEEN
ESTABLISHED BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES IN RECENT TIMES;
BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS, OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS AND OUR TWO
NATIONS, AND BETWEEN OUR TWO ADMINISTRATIONS. FOR THIS
REASON | FEAR THAT AS TIME PASSES WE MAY BE FACED WITH
CERTAIN EVENTS THAT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO BRING
UNDER CONTROL. FSEUES WITHOUT SAYING, MR. PRESIDENT,
THAT | AM THANKFUL TO YOU FOR DISPATCHING SECRETARY HAIG
ONCE AGAIN TO BUENOS ARIES AND,

OF COURSE, I WILL AGAIN BE IN TOUCH WITH HIM TOMORROW AND
WE WILL HAVE LENGTHY CONVERSATIONS TOMORROW TO FOCUS ON
THIS PROBLEM WHICH IS OF SUCH CONCERN TO S OWER,

SECRET
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RN RBEH s R, PRESIDENT, AS | SAID, | SINCERELY HOPE THAT WE ALL

CAN REACH AN AGREEMENT SOON. AND | SHARE YOUR FEARS
ABOUT SOME INADVERTENT ACT CREATING THE TROUBLE THAT YOU’D
BE UNABLE TO RETREAT FROM. | KNOW THAT YOU AND THE
BRITISH PRIME MINISTER ARE LEADERS OF COURAGE, PRINICPLE
AND DETERMINATION AND WE’RE GOING TO NEED ALL OF THAT IN
ITHESE BAYS AHEAD. WE'RE ALSO GOING TO NEED, THOUGH,
FLEXIBILITY AND RESTRAINT FROM BOTH YOU AND THE BRITISH.
AND, IF WE HAVE THAT WE CAN GET THROUGH THIS TOGETHER.

| KNOW WE HAVE A WAYS TO GO BUT THERE MUST BE A JUST AND
PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THIS VERY SERIOUS MATTER AND ONE
THAT AS | SAID THE OTHER NIGHT WHEN | SPOKE TO YOU, THAT
TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THE INTERESTS OF THOSE PEOPLE
EFRG ONATHE T°SLANDS,

AND SECRETARY HAIG WILL BE WITH YOU SOON AND | WILL BE
RELAYING WHAT WE HAVE JUST SAID TO MY OWN STAFF HERE, AND
AGAIN YOU HAVE MY ASSURANCE ABOUT HIM AND THAT HE IS MY
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE. IT’S A MOST SENSITIVE SITUATION
AND | WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT | KNOW OTHERS HAVE USED
PROPAGANDA TO TRY AND INDICATE THAT THERE IS SOME
DIVISION BETWEEN US. WE ARE DOING NOTHING TO UNDERMINE
OUR ROLE AS AN HONEST BROKER IN THESE TALKS. PEACE, MR.
PRESIDENT, IS OUR COMMON CAUSE. TO PRESERVE PEACE
BETWEEN OUR TWO GOOD FRIENDS, YOU AND BRITAIN. THAT IS
MY PERSONAL GOAL. AND THAT IS OUR SINGLE OBJECTIVE.

WE'VE BEEN CAREFUL TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH BOTH
YOU AND THE BRITISH, BECAUSE IF WE DIDN'T WE COULDN' T
BRSRENEENT0 OFFERSOUR ‘HELP ON THIS. AT THE SAME TIME,
SNSRI LA VE- UP TO EXISTING OBLIGATIONS, GOING BEYOND
THEM, WOULD JEPARDIZE OUR ABILITY TO PLAY AN HONEST ROLE.
THE ROLE BOTH ARGENTINA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM vANT. " S0,
| WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WE ARE MAINTAINING THIS NEUTRAL
ATTITUDE. | HOPE WE CAN CONTINUE TO, IF FIGHTING BREAKS
OUT THIS WILL BE MUCH MORE DIFFICULT. | HAVE UNDERGONE
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GALTIERI:

SOME CRITICISM MYSELF SIMPLY BECAUSE WE'RE TRYING TO
REMAIN NEUTRAL. BUT I INTEND TO DO THAT AS WE CONTINUE
TO NEGOTIATE THIS AND | JUST HOPE AND PRAY THAT THERE
WILL BE NO HOSTILE ACT FROM EITHER SIDE WHILE WE
CONTINUE TO WORK THIS OUT.

| THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MR. PRESIDENT, ['M SURE THAT YoOU
ARE AWARE THAT THE PURPOSE OF THIS CALL WAS TO CONTINUE
THE DIALOGUE THAT WE HAD INITIATED ON THE FIRST OF
APRIL FOR A DIRECT COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TWO PRESIDENTS
AND TO CONTINUE THE CORDIAL AND FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIPS
IN THE UNDERSTANDING THAT HAS BEEN DEVELOPED BETWEEN
BOTH COUNTRIES IN OUR SEARCH ON BEHALF OF THE WESTERN
WORLD FOR SOLUTIONS TO OUR PROBLEMS IN ORDER TO AVOID
AN SV ES | ONS OR SPLITS BETWEEN US. " ONLY WiISH T0
ADD, MR. PRESIDENT, THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATION. THE
EnGERESUSTHESURITED STATES "IN 1976 SI1C). AND THE
NORTHERN HEMISPHERE BEGAN THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST
COLONIALISM AND ACHIEVED THEIR INDEPENDENCE. WE. 1IN
THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE, BEGAN THIS STRUGGLE IN THE
LAST CENTURY, PERHAPS SOMEWHAT LATER THAN YOU DID,

AND WE ACHIEVED INDEPENDENCE FOR OUR PEOPLE AND NOW
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ON THE 2D OF APRIL 1982, WE HAVE TRIED TO MAKE THIS
INDEPENDENCE COMPLETE. PERHAPS ACHIEVING COMPLETE
INDEPENDENCE, AS | SAID, LATER THAN YOU DID, MR.
PRESIDENT. | HOPE THAT YOU CAN APPRECIATE OUR
SENTIMENTS IN THIS REGARD, MR. PRESIDENT. OVER.

PRESIDENT: | UNDERSTAND YOUR CONCERN AND ASSURE YOU AGAIN THAT
WE ARE GOING TO STAY IN THIS WITH THE SINCERE HOPE
THAT WE CAN HELP BRING ABOUT A PEACEFUL SOLUTI|ON AND
MAINTAIN THE FRIENDSHIP THAT WE HAVE WITH THE NATIONS
OF THE WESTERN WORLD AND | APPRECIATE YOUR CALLING ME
AND LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM SECRETARY HAIG AFTER
YOU HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS MATTERS WITH HIM AND
SO | WILL SAY THANK YOU AGAIN AND GOOD NIGHT.

GALTIERI: TALK TO YOU AGAIN, MR. PRESIDENT, THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

I3 3 I I ) I ) ) 3 ) s e e ) e Y e S R R R e e e

GALTIERI: GOOD NIGHT TO YOU MR. PRESIDENT, WE'LL TALK AGAIN, SOME
TIME.

PRESIDENT: GOOD NIGHT.

et
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TAB B

LATE THIS AFTERNOON, PRESIDENT GALTIERI OF ARGENTINA
CALLED PRESIDENT REAGAN TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION IN THE
SOUTH ATLANTIC.

DURING THE CONVERSATION, PRESIDENT REAGAN SAID THAT HE WAS
WHOLEHEARTEDLY COMMITTED TO A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE
DISPUTE. HE SAID THAT A CONFLICT IN THE HEMISPHERE BETWEEN
TWO WESTERN NATIONS WOULD BE A TRAGEDY AND WOULD LEAVE A
BITTER LEGACY. PRESIDENT REAGAN ALSO ASKED FOR FLEXIBILITY
AND RESTRAINT BY ALL PARTIES IN THE DAYS AHEAD. WITH THAT,
HE SAID, WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO GET THROUGH THIS TOGETHER.

WE STILL HAVE A WAYS TO GO, HE ADDED, BUT HE IS HOPEFUL THAT
WE CAN FIND A JUST AND PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THIS VERY SERIOUS
MATTER. THE PRESIDENT ALSO SAID THAT SECRETARY HAI1E, SHTS
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE, WOULD BE ARRIVING IN BUENOS AIRES
IN A FEW HOURS TO CONTINUE THE EFFORTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

AS HE HAD IN A PREVIOUS CONVERSATION, PRESIDENT GALTIER]

REAFFIRMED TO PRESIDENT REAGAN HIS PERSONAL DESIRE FOR
A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE DISPUTE.

APRIL 15,51982
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DEAR MARGARET.:

AT HIS REQUEST, | HAVE JUST TALKED WITH GENERAL GALTIERI CONCERNING
THE FALKLANDS ISLAND CRISIS. | WANTED TO RELAY TO YOU A SUMMARY OF
THAT CONVERSATION. IN VIEW OF THE LATE HOUR IN LONDON, | HAVE SENT
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YOU THIS MESSAGE, BUT WE CAN TALK ON THE TELEPHONE TOMORROW MORNING
M Y QU THINK IT NECESSARY.

GENERAL GALTIERI REAFFIRMED TO ME HIS DESIRE TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH
YOUR COUNTRY, AND HIS FEARS THAT CONFLICT WOULD CAUSE DETERIORATION
IN RECENTLY IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. HE SAID THAT
THE ADVANCE OF YOUR FLEET AND THE BLOCKADE OF THE ISLANDS WERE MAKING
HIS SITUATION DIFFICULT. ESTOCD HIM THAT | SHARED HIS DES1RE To
AVOID CONFLICT, AND URGED HIM TO BE FORTHCOMING AND FLEXIBLE IN HIS
NEGOTIATIONS WITH SECRETARY HAIG, WHO HAD MY FULL FAITH AND
CONFIDENCE WITHOUT MAKING SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STEPS T0
ME, GENERAL GALTIERI PROMISED TO DEAL HONESTLY AND SERIOUSLY WITH
SECRETARY HAIG.

| WOULD LIKE TO ADD THAT WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THE HOSPITALITY YoOU
HAVE SHOWN TO AL DURING HIS TWO VISITS. WE ARE ALSO GRATEFUL FOR THE
RECEPTIVITY YOU HAVE SHOWN TO OUR EFFORTS TO FIND A COMMON GROUND
BETWEEN YOUR COUNTRY, ONE OF OUR CLOSEST ALLIES, AND ARGENTINA, WITH
WHOM WE WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO COOPERATE IN ADVANCING SIP ECAF G
INTERESTS IN THIS HEMISPHERE,

WARM REGARDS,

RON
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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY ALEXANDER HAIG
FROM WILLIAM P, CLARK

SUBJECT : MEMCON FOR SECRETARY HAIG ON PRESIDENT'S PHONE
CALL TO PRESIDENT GALTIERI

For your information in your meetings with President Galtieri,
G@EEached e a verbatim transcript of the President's phone con-
versation with President Galtieri tonight. As you can see,

it ran about 30 minutes.

Galtieri did not raise much that was new nor did he bring up
specific negotiating points. He did underline his obvious
concern about the approaching British fleet. Galtieri also
suggested unnamed nations might be exacerbating the conflict,
and that U.S. media disclosures were unhelpful. The Argentine
President ended with a rousingly Argentine version of western
hemisphere history and implied that the Argentines and North
Americans share a common heritage of struggle against (British)
colonialism.

President Reagan reiterated our search for a peaceful solution
resolution of the dispute and called on the parties to be flexible
and restrained in the comings days and weeks. The President also
expressed his personal support for your mission.

I might add we read Galtieri as a worried man, but one not yet
ready to retreat from previously established positions.

Word of the call leaked and as a consequence we prepared a short
press release which deals only with generalities. Then, so

as to relieve any concerns on Maggie's part we notified Prime
Minister Thatcher of the call through a cabinet line message.

Attachments

Tab A Text of Conversation

Tab B Text of Press Release

Tab € Text of Message to Prime Minister
Thatcher
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President: This is Ronald Reagan.

Galtieri: Good afternoon, Mr. President. This is President Galtieri
of Argentina speaking to.you. It's a pleasure to greet
voiL, Mr. President. ' I‘wonder *1f you hear me well. I

can hear you very well.

President: Yes, I can hear just fine, and I know that you wish to
continue our conversations. I'm pleased to have this

auportunity to talk with.yon. I1I'm at yeur  disposal.

Galtieri: Mr. President, I'm very glad to be able to speak to you
once again as a follow-up to our first conversation
that we had which, perhaps, was not very fruitful on the
nghEseof " 2pril 1.at a time from our standpoint the essense
of the issue was resolved and we were not in a position to

p@ﬁﬁﬁbﬁi'-d immediately to your request. Can you hear me,
a,ﬂ' Mr. President?

President: Yes, just fine.

Gisire s, Precident, I think it s highly important for Argentina‘
for us to have assistance, the assistance of your government,
in this very difficult situation, that we are experiencing

in our relationship with Great Britain which, among other
things, is affecting the solidity of the Western World.

Can you hear me, Mr. President?

President s B¥Can hear you, yes, very well.

Gl Enerdinss Mo President s it is the profound wish, my personal wish,
and that of the government, and the people of Argentina,

to see to it that this situation does not deterlorate

e




And it is furthermore our wish that with the assistance of the
United States, that both countries seek an acceptable solution
within the framework of UN Resolution 502 taking into account
the whole background of this problem that goes back 150 years
both from the standpoint of the bilateral relationship as well
as all that has been debated, all that has been, the way the
problem has been dealt with, the whole record of the UN in its
debatesof the problem i the past 16 years with reference
to the issue of decolonization around the world. Did you read

me, Mr. President?
President: Yes, I have all of that.

Gatttert+-

; o~ de o
Rresidents Was that all' the Pregident wanted to sa¥ . BEFORE, @

want a response from me now or does he have more?

Gaitmeri:  Mr. President, going on Qﬁgh one more paragraph, if you
w &i}fﬁyllow me, I also wish to have you realize that with
the advance of the British fleet toward the South Atlantic

region we feel that there is an increasingly dangerous
situation, not only between our two countries, between

the two countries involved in the South Atlantic,

but it also our concern that this issue not deteriorate

to a point where other nations might become involved

and that this might not become tangled up and exacerbated by
outside interests. We wish to continue the good relation-
ships that have been established between our two governments,
your administration and my administration, over recent times,
relationships which have becoﬁ%&so close, Mr. President,

and for this reason we wish to continue this relationship

with reference to all aspects of the international scene




and within this context it is my fear that if the British cog}inue
their hostilityes in the direction of the South Atlantic #egion
the sttuation may slip out of our grasp? may slip out of our
control and become an extremely delicate issue for the world

at large. Did you understand me, Mr. President?

President: Yes, let me just say I'm committed to a peaceful
Tesolution 'of this dispute. This . is important ‘to us because
as I've said both countries involved, yours and Breat Britain,
are friends of ours so our good offices will continue to be

extended to gou both. Now, Secretary Haig will be arriving in
Buenos Adaiseé in a few hours to continue our efforts, and he
is my personal representative and I have full faith and confidence
in him. Now, Mr. President, I am committed wholeheartedly to
a peaceful resolution of this dispute. I agree that a war
in this Hemisphere between two Western nations, both friendly
to the United States, is unthinkable. It would be a tragédy
and disaster for the Western world, and a hitter legacy for
future generations of Argentines, Brésns, and Americans. The

only one wbho could profit from such a war would be the Soviet

Union and its slave state allies, and it would be a commo
--misfertunate- misfortune for§%he Fest of Wse b0 I hoﬁﬁfﬁgbcan

werEsout a solution to :this.,  Over:.

BEFCCC S Thanls veon " M. Presgidents, I share your views.
But with the passing of every hour and with the
continuation of hbhe blockade by Great Britain along
our coasts and as the British fleet continues to
advance toward the South Atlantic, I fear that whether
we wish to see this or not, this may bring about some
serious misfortune that we will not be in a position to
pinpoint or to keep under control immediately and will
have the consequence of aggravating the present situation.
And this is why I think that we must be very careful
in regard to this because it is obvious that there are
attempts also on the part of the American press and the
world press as we noticed in some of the coverage yesterday,

in particular to bring about some split in the very good
relationships that have been established between our two
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countries in recent times; between our govenmentsf§iwo governments,

two nations, and between our two administrations. For this reason
I fear that as time passes we may be faced with certain
events that would very diffucult to bring under control.
It goes without saying, Mr. President, that I am thankful
to you for dispatching Secretary Haig once again to Buenos Aires
and, of course, I will again be in touch with him tomorrow
: and we will have lengthy conversations tomorrow to focus on
'l'\\“thm.— problem which is offéogncern to wusi  Over.

President: Mx. President, as I said, I sincerely hope that we all
can reach an agreement soon. And I share your fears about an.%5$¢~/
inadvert’ht act creating the trouble that,§§§;§ﬁl be unable to
retreat from. I know that you and the British Prime Minister
are :leaders.of courage, ‘Erinciple and determination
and we're going to need all of that in these days ahead.
We're also going to need, though, flexibility and restraint from
both you and the British. And, if we have that we can get #¥®rough
this together. I know we have a ways to go but there must be a
just and peaceful solution to this very serious matter and one thaty
dbs I said the ohher nighty when I spoke to you, that takes into
consideration the interests of those people living on the islands.
And, Secretary Haig will be with you soon and I will be relaying
what we have just said to my own staff here, and again you have my
assurance’bout him and that he is my personal representativee
It's a most sensitive:situation and I want to assure you that I know others
have used propaganda to try and indicate that there is some division
bwe between us. We are doing nothing to undermine our role
as an henest broker in these talks. Peace, Mr. President, is our
common cause. To preserve peace between our two good friends, you
and Britain. That is my personal goal. And that is our single
objective. We've been careful to maintain good relations with both\Jgf
and the British, because if we didn't we couldn't continue te Offer
our help in this. At the same time, failure to live up tg‘existing

obligations , going beyond them, would jeopardize our pé§§§§33‘to
play an honest role. The role both Argentina and the United Kingdom

want. So, I want you to know that we are maintaining this neutral

attitude . I hope we can continue to, if fighting breaks out
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this will be much more difficult. I have kkgzgggigilsome criticism

myself simply because we're trying to remain neutral. But I intend
to do that as we continue to negoti?ﬁte this and I just hope and pray

that there will be no hostile act from either side while we continue

to-werk this out.

GalEieri:. I.thank you very much, Mr. President‘ I'm sure that °§;>
are aware that the purpose of thls call was to continue
the dialogue that we had Lgl£bate¥e-on the first of April
for a direct communication between two presidents
and to continue;the cordial and friendly adnéiisendty—
relationships w¥®h the understanding that has been developed
between both countries in our search on behalf of the Western
world for solutlons to our problems in order ‘to avoid any
divisions g.": SplltS MJ: I only wish to add, “Mr. President,
the following consideration. The people of the United States
1h l976¢g%d)the Northern Hemisphere began their struggle
against colonlallsm and achieved their independence.
We, in the Southern Hemisphere, began this struggle in the

last century, perhaps somewhat later than you did, and

we achieved indpeahﬁnce for our people and now on the 2nd
of April 1982, we have trﬂgd to make this independence complete.

. . S O AN
Perhaps achlevflng 1ndepdence?ﬁatef“%£an you did, Mr. President.

I hope that you can appreciate our sentlments in this regard,
Mr. President. Over.

President: I understand your concern and assure you again
that we are going to stay in this with the sincere hope
that we can help bring about a peaceful solution
and maintain the friendship that we have with the nations
of the Western world and I appreciate your calling me
and look forward to hearing from Secretary Haig after
you have had a chance to discuss matters with him

and so I will say thank you again and good night.

Galtaeri; Talk to. you again, Mr. President, thank you very much.




Galtlieris < Good might: toiwyou, Mr. Presiden%;jj:>

President: Good night. (&é"ll talk again, some time.
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MEMORANDUM

DECL/ D THE WHITE HOUSE

. MR M7y Hig)  wasmneron
acriongy 1) (,/;9_’ l{

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Lp/rL/
FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK

SUBJECT 2 Proposed Phone Call from President Galtieri of Argentina

C%ﬂw;/ /5;//7/2/

Iesue

President Galtieri of Argentina has asked to talk to you by phone today.
FacEs

President Galtieri's office phoned the White House this morning to arrange
a phone call between you and President Galtieri. We have set a mutually

agreed upon time of 5:00 p.m. today.

Discussion

President Galtieri has made known that the call is not "urgent" but he
wishes to continue the dialogue begun with you last week shortly before
Argentine forces occupied the Falkland Islands.

The best guess is President Galtieri is looking for reassurance from you
that the U.S. remains committed to a peaceful resolution of the dispute
and an evenhanded approach to the problem.

He may, however, raise some new points to be considered in the negotiations.
More likely, Galtieri may seek your personal assurance that the United
States is not providing intelligence and other forms of military assistance
to the British during the crisis as was reported in the American press

two days ago.

It is important that Galtieri hear from you your personal concern regarding
Che crisis and your commitment to bringing about a peaceful resolution

of the dispute. It would also be a good idea to phone Prime Minister

e teicTeTnNorder o brief her on your “talk with President Galtieri.

ACEachad aretatking points for your use in talking today with President
Galtieri - (Tab A) .

Recommendation

OK  No

b/ That you talk to President Galteri and then contact Mrs.
Thatcher at the earliest convenient moment.

Attachment Prepared .by:

. : Roger W. Fontaine
Tab A Talking Points




SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR PHONE CALL FROM
PRESIDENT GALTIERI OF ARGENTINA

MR. PRESIDENT, GOOD TO HEAR FROM YOU AGAIN. I KNOW YOU EXPRESSED
A WISH TO CONTINUE OUR CONVERSATIONS. I AM VERY PLEASED TO HAVE

LS SOPRORTUNETY TOSTALK WITH YOU, I AM AT YOUR DISPOSAL,

(PRESIDENT GALTIERI WILL THEN MAKE HIS STATEMENT OF CONCERN.

HE WILI, PROBABLY OUTLINE THE SITUATION AS HE SEES IT AND SEEK
REASSURANCE THAT THE U.S. AND YOU PERSONALLY ARE COMMITTED TO
AN EVENHANDED APPROACH TO SETTLING THE DISPUTE. YOUR RESPONSE

SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING POINTS.)

I REMAIN COMMITTED TO A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THIS DISPUTE.
THIS IS IMPORTANT TO US BECAUSE AS I HAVE SAID, TWO OF OUR
FRIENDS ARE INVOLVED. OUR GOOD OFFICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE

EXTENDED TO YOU BOTH.

SECRETARY HAIG IS MY PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND HE WILL BE
ARRIVING IN BUENOS AIRES IN A FEW HOURS TO CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS.

I HAVE FULL FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN SECRETARY HAIG.

I MUST TELL YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, I AM COMMITTED WHOLEHEARTEDLY

TO A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE DISPUTE. A WAR IN THIS

HEMISPHERE BETWEEN TWO WESTERN NATTONS, FRIENDLY TO THE U.Sy,

IS UNTHINKABLE. IT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY AND A DISASTER FOR
‘~=M37//(# 163l
ol2ai5




FOR THE WESTERN WORLD., IT WOULD BE A BITTER LEGACY
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS OF ARGENTINES, BRITONS, AND AMERICANS.
ONLY THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS ALLIES WOULD PROFIT AT OUR

COMMON MISFORTUNE.

SO I HOPE, SIR, THAT WE CAN COME TO AN AGREEMENT SOON.

TSMUSTE ALSO SAY TN ALL CANDOR THAT IF FIGHTING BEGINS, IT
WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN THIS COUNTRY"S NEUTRALITY.
I HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED ALREADY FOR MAINTAINING GOOD RELATIONS
WETHREBQTEHESTIRDES . I WILL CONTINUE TO DO S0, BUT IF FIGHTING

BREAKS QUT, IT WILL BE VERY, VERY DIFFICULT.

BOTH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, AND THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER ARE
LEADERS OF COURAGE, PRINCIPLE, AND DETERMINATION. WE ARE
GOING TO NEED THAT COURAGE AND DETERMINATION -- ALL OF IT —-- IN

THE COMING DAYS AND WEEKS.

WE WILL ALSO NEED FLEXIBILITY AND RESTRAINT FROM YOU AND THE

BRITISH IN THE COMING DAYS AND WEEK.

WITH FLEXIBILITY AND RESTRAINT WE CAN GET THROUGH THIS
TOGETHER. 'WE STILL HAVE A WAYS TO GO, BUT I AM CONFIDENT
WE CAN FIND A JUST AND PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THIS VERY

SERIOUS MATTER,




(IF PRESIDENT GALTIERI PRESSES SPECIFIC NEGOTIATING POINTS

THE FOLLOWING POINT IS RECOMMENDED.)

MR. PRESIDENT THESE ARE INTERESTING POINTS (PROPOSALS). AS
YOU KNOW, SECRETARY HAIG WILL BE WITH YOU SOON. I SHALL
REVIEW YOUR POINTS WITH MY STAFF AND WITH HIM. MEANWHILE,
YOU HAVE MY ASSURANCE THAT SECRETARY HAIG IS MY PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE,

(IF PRESIDENT GALTIERI ASKS FOR A PERSONAIL ASSURANCE THAT THE
U.S. IS NOT PROVIDING INTELLIGENCE AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE
TO THE BRITISH, AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS, THE PRESIDENT SHOULD

RESPOND:)

I REALIZE YOUR CONCERNS. AND IT IS A MOST SENSITIVE SITUATION,
MR. PRESIDENT I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE UNITED STATES IS DOING
NOTHING TO UNDERMINE ITS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT ROLE AS HONEST
BROKER IN THESE TALKS. PEACE, MR. PRESIDENT, IS OUR COMMON
CAUSE. TO PRESERVE PEACE BETWEEN OUR GOOD FRIENDS IS MY PERSONAL

GOAL.

(IF PRESSED BY PRESIDENT GALTIERT)

MR. PRESIDENT, I REITERATE THAT A PEACEFUI RESOLUTION OF THE

DISPUTE IS MY SINGLE OBJECTIVE,




WE HAVE BEEN CAREFUL TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH BOTH YOU
AND "fHE BRITISH., IF WE DID NOT WE COULD NOT CONTINUE ‘TO OFFER

GOOD OFFICES. WE ARE KEENLY AWARE OF THAT.

AT THE SAME TIME, FAILURE TO LIVE UP TO EXISTING OBLIGATIONS --
OR GOING BEYOND THEM -- WOULD JEOPARDIZE OUR ABILITY TO PLAY AN
HONEST ROLE -- A ROLE BOTH ARGENTINA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM

BOTH WANT.

(EF PURTHER PRESSED)

MR. PRESIDENT THE UNITED STATES, AS SECRETARY HAIG POINTED OUT
YESTERDAY, HAS NOT ACCEDED TO REQUESTS THAT GO BEYOND THE
SCOPE OF CUSTOMARY PATTERNS OF COOPERATION BASED ON EXISTING
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS. THAT WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE CASE WHILE

OUR PEACE EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY.




MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

ACTION Zpril 15,1982
SIGNED

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P, CLARK
FROM: ROGER W. FONTAINE‘AY

SUBJECT: President Galtieri's Phone Call to the President

President Galtieri of Argentina wants to phone the President
teday. Our ainformation, is that he ;has no specific issue

or proposal in mind, but wants to continue the dialogue begun
last week.

e best guess ds that Galtieri mostly .wants reassurance that
the U.S. remains evenhanded in settling the Falkland Islands
question.

President Galtieri may, however, bring to the President's
attention some new points for the negotiating process.
Galtieri may also want a direct assurance from the President
EREE Nt e lini tad States” T's not providing the British with
intelligence and other support as reported two days ago in
the American press.

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to the President as
Weldl as talking points (Tab A).

Recommendation

That you sign the memo to the President forwarding the
®ilking points.
55

Approve Disapprove

Attachments

Tab I Memo to the President
Tab A TalklEing Points
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Offtee~eé=zae_axess Secretary

Late this afternoon, President Galtieri of Argentina called
President Reagan to discuss the situation in the South
Atlantic.

During the conversation, President Reagan said that he was
wholeheartedy committed to a peaceful resclution of the dispute.
He said that a conflict in the hemisphere between two western
nations would be a tragedy and would leawa bitter legacy.
President Reagan also asked for flexibility and restraint by
all parties in the days ahead. With that, he said, we should
be able to get through this together. We still have a ways to
go, he added, but he is hopeful that we can find a just

and peaceful solution to this very serious matter. The President
also said that Secretary Haig, his persona'1 representative,
would be arriving in Buenos Aires in a few hours to continue
the efforts of the United States.

As he had in a previous conversation, President Galtieri
reaffirmed to President Reagan his personal desire for a peace-
ful resolution of the dispute.




