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ESCRITT'S LETTER OF 21 OCTOBER TO M1SS LANGLEY JUDD, DT, VN/~’(/’
LAMBSDORFF TO RESWGN?

1. THE FEDERAL ECONOMICS MIN4STER, GRAF LAMBSDORFF, WHLL BE
VASITANG LONDON ON 1 NOVEMBER AGA4NST A BACKGROUND OF

GROWING SPECULATHON HERE THAT HE MAY SOON HAVE TO RESHGN

BECAUSE OF WIS ALLEGED i#{VOLVEMENT "N A LONG-=RUNN#NG SCANDAL
AINVOLVIENG THE FUNANCING OF THE POLATICAL PARTHES. THE FRANKFURTER
ALLGEME(NE ZEMTUNG OF 26 OCTOBER HAS REFUELLED SPECULATHON BY
REPORTING ON 1WTS FRONT PAGE THAT THE QUESTWON OF A SUCCESSOR

WS UNDER ACT:WE CONSHWDERATUON.

2. FOR ALMOST TWO YEARS, THE BONN PUBL#C PROSECUTOR HAS BEEN
ANVESTIHGATANG ALLEGATHMONS THAT A NUMBER OF LEADING POLWTUCIHANS
FROM THE THREE MA4N PARTHES, WNCLUDING LAMBSDORFF, MPROPERLY
ACCEPTED FiINANCHAL CONTR:#BUTIONS FOR PARTY PURPOSES FROM A LEADING

GERMAN COMPANY, FL4CK, N ADDITHON, LAMBSDORFF, iiN HIS CAPACATY

AS ECONOMICS MINISTER, 6 ALLEGED TO HAVE GRANTED FLACK A HUGE TAX
EXEMPT{ON ‘1N RETURN FOR DONATWONS TO THE FDP. LAMBSDORFF AND THE
OTHERS (4{VOLVED HAVE CONSISTENTLY DENIED THESE ALLEGAT-MONS.

3, THE CHANCELLOR'S PRESS ADVIGER ACKERMANN, WHO H$ ONE OF HIS
CLOSEST CONF.DANTES CONF:RMED TO dg-?ﬁTg-WEEK THAT THE PUBLIC
PROSECUTOR HAD DECIDED TO BR:{:NG FORMAL CHARGES AGAINST ABOUT 6
PEOPLE «NVOLVED -fi THE AFFAIR, (INCLUDMNG LAMBSDORFF AND TwO

FORMER -SPD FUNANCE MBNISTERS, MﬁIIﬂQEEFR AND LAHNSTE!N, THE

PRESS ARE SPECULATHMNG THAT THE PUBLMC PROSECUTOR wiLL MAKE KNOWN
HIS DECISWON BY THE END OF THIS WEEK, BUT THE FEDERAL CHANCELLERY
EXPECT THIS TO SLO# UNTHL THE END OF NOVEMBER. W THE PUBLAC
PROSECUTOR DOES BRING CHARGES, THE NEXT STEP WILL BE FOR THE COURT
CONCERNED TO DECIDE WHETHER TO PROCEED WTH A TR:#AL. THERE COULD BE
SEVERAL WEEKS BETWEEN THE PUBLYC PROSECUTOR'S DECHSHON AND A

DEC:S 10N BY THE COURT.

L. THE GENERAL VEW HERE ‘15 THAT LAMBSDORFF COULD REMAUN (N OFFICE
JF THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR BROUGHT CHARGES BUT THAT HE WOULD

HAVE TO RESIGN WERE THE COURT TO OPEN THE TRUAL. BOTH ACKERMANN,
AND THE MINISTER OF STATE AT THE FEDERAL CHANCELLERY, WHO 1§ ALSO

A KEY MEMBER OF THE CHANCELLOR'S KITCHEN CABINET, HAVE HOWEVER TOLD
US THAT THE PUBL/IC PROSECUTOR EVIDENCE S FLiMSY

CONRIODENMAL /AND
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AND THAT T 8 THEREFORE NOT CERTAHN WHETHER A COURT wiLL DECHDE
TO TRY THOSE CHARGED. THEY MAY WELL BE Re#iGHT. BUT THE CRATER:MA
USED BY THE PUBL#C PROSECUTOR N BRIMNGING CHARGES AND BY THE
COURT +iN OPENWNG PROCEEDMNGS ARE BROADLY Si#ILAR, AND T S
UNUSUAL FOR THE COURT NOT TO OPEN PROCEEDMNGS tif THE PROSECUTOR
BRIYNGS A CHARGE.

5., AT THIS STAGE, NO-ONE REALLY KNOWS WHETHER LAMBSDORFF will HAVE
TO RESIGN., BUT BOTH CDU AND FDP PARTY HEADQUARTERS ARE TAKMING

THE POSSHBMLNTY HNCREASHMNGLY SERWOUSLY. FOR ALL THE CONFSDENCE

ON THOSE AROUND THE CHANCELLOR THAT LAMBSDORFF wiLL BE ABLE

TO HANG ON, #T 4§ ALSO CLEAR THAT THEY ARE GUWHNG s#NCREASIMNC THOUGHT
T0 POSSHBLE SUCCESSORS. STRAUSS MIGHT LiKE THE ECONOMICS MHENISTRY,
AND THE CSU HAVE ALREADY LA#D CLAIM TO #T SHOULD LAMBSDORFF.GO.

BUT THE CHANCELLOR WiLL WANT TO KEEP STRAUSS AT BAY AND SHOULD T
EVER COME TO THE POIMNT, 4§ L4KELY TO PREFER AN FDP SUCCESSOR.

ADVANCE COPHES TO PS/S0S
PS/CHANCELLOR
PS SOS DTt
PS/S0S D. EN

WED

FCO PLEASE PASS ABOVE SAVI&AG ADDRESSEES EXCEPT CWCC(G) CGS :If FRG
BMG BERL:‘N

TAYLOR

VADVALICLD AS REQUESTED)

)
ey

€O [ WH-MENARL D
W ED

oL

ConNEIDEN AL




