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CHANGE OF FRENCH GOVERNMENT 1 REACTLONS AND PROSPECTS.

SUMMARY .

1. COMMENTATORS GENERALLY AGREE THAT THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT
MARKS A NEW STAGE ‘IN MITTERRAND'S PRESIIDENCY BUT DIFFERING VIEWS
ON WHAT PRECUPHTATED T AND ON HTS EVENTUAL CONSEQUENCES .
Q'WM. NEW
GOVERNMENT'S FURST CHALLENGE wiL BE PROPOSED QCFERENDUM. DOUBT
WHETHER MITTERRAND HAS FOUND A WiNNING COMBMNATAON TO PULL OFF A
SUCCESS N THE 1986 LEGISLATINE ELECTHONS.

DETMIL .
2. THERE "6 GENERAL AGREEMENT AMONG COMMENTATORS THAT THE

WNSTALLATIION OF THE FABIUS GOVERNMENT MARKS A NEW STAGE "IN
MITTERRAND'S PRESHDENCY. MOST TAKE THE VIEW THAT: WITH MAUROY'S
DEPARTURE!,| THE REFORMIST,t LEFT WING PERIOD BEGUN N 1981 S OVER:,
AND THAT A NEw! MORE PRAGMATIC PHASE HAS REGIN, WITH THE ACCENT
oN EFFACIENCY AND MODERNISATION. MITTERRAND 1§ THOUGHT TO HAVE
CHOSEN THE YOUNG AND DYNAMIC FABHUS AS THE MAN MOST LIKELY TO
GEQTORE THE WANING FORTUNES OF THE SOCIHALNST PARTY (PS) BY
UG oavn vvise Red1 GUT CCHTOR  WIT rhuNGH WBrT-HNCERE ARR
ANCLUDED (N THE NEW WNUSTERUAL TEAM TO KEEP THE PS TOGETHER.

4, THERE :b& LESS AGREEMENT ON WHETHER THE THMING OF THE CHANGE

OF GOVERNMENT WwAS CHOSEN BY WHTTERRAND QR MCTATED BY EVENTS,.

gOME COMMENTATORS SUGGEST THAT AT WAS THE LOG!CAL EXTENSHION OF
MITTERRAND'S DECHSION TO WITHORAW THE EDUCATAIONAL REFORM BiLL

AND TO CALL FOR A REFERENDUM, AND AS SUCH WAS NO pOYBT FORESEEN

aY HWiM AS PART OF A CAREFULLY CALCULATED SERIES OF STEPS DESHVGNED

TO TURN THE TABLES ONM THE CPPOSITION WHICH HAD GAINED THE INITHATIAVE
AFTER THE EURQPEAN ELECTIONG. OTHERS,' INCLUDING THE WELL~|NFORMED
SERGE JULY OF THE LEFT WING DAJLYY, L IBERATION, BELAEVE THE CHAIN

UF EVENTS WAS PREC I\ TATED RY THE RES|IGNATION OF SAVARY',r MAUROY'S
EDUCATLON WANISTER, OVER wITTERRAND'S DECISION TO wHTHORAW THE
EDUCATION REFORM TiLL WiITHOUT CONSULTING WM, THUS MAKANG 0T
IMEVITABLE THAT MAUROY'S GOVERNMENY WOULD HAVE TO GO 100, ‘WNDEED:,
MAUROY 'S GOVERNMENT WAS wiDELY THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN LiVING ON
BORROWED T-MEr,1 AND T MAY BE THAT WMAURQY WAS HIMSELF KEEN TO BRIUNG
MATTERS TO A HEAD. A MORE LIKELY INTERPRETATION 5 THAT ALTHOUGH
MITTERRAND HAD DECIDED TO CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT -IN THE NEXT 3 MONTHS
ANYWAY:,! SAVARY'S DEC:ISHON TO RESIGN OVER THE WEEXK-END OF 14/1%

JULY SPEEDED UP HIS PLANS AND MAY HAVE MODIFIED THEM -IN SOME
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THE COMMUNASTS (PCF) = CTRICTE

4, THE DEPARTURE OF THE QOMMUNB&;&&)MCI%F?OVERNMENT TO A POSHTION
oF '16ONDLTIONAL CUPDORT!! WiTWIN THE | FFT-RING MAYQRITY 1S SEEN
:;THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CONSEQUENCE OF THE CHANGE, AGAIN, MEDUA

0P (A1ON 1S DIVIDED AS TO WHETHER MITTERRAND FORESAW THIS

DEVELQPMENT AND CALCULATED THAT THE DEPARTURE OF THE PCF WAS AN
ACCEPTABLE:, /NDEED NECESSARY,i PRACE TO PAY {f THE NEW GOVERNMENT

WAS TO ATTRACT SUPPORT FROM THE CENTRE, OR WHETHER HE WAS TAKEN BY
SURPR'SE. MARCHAIS 6 SAMD TO WAVE ARGUED FOR THE BREAK NOW FOR

TWO REASONSH

(A) THE PCF HAS A BETTER CHANCE OF REGANMNING LOST YOQTERS BY
CRUMICHISING THE GOVERNMENT FROM whTHOUT THAN BY RELUCTANT
COLLABORATAON FROM WHTHIN.

HE CAN NOW LEAD A NEW AND VHGORQUS ASSAILT ON YHE GOVERNMENT'S
ECONQMIL_AND 50CwAl, POLACILA WETH A WEYW TO WANGING DNTD HIS
LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY,' itN DOUBT SUNCE THE PCF'S POOR SHOWING
N THE EUROPEAN ELECTONS.

THE SOCMALLST PARTY.

5., THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE PCF'S DECHSHON b8 TO LEAVE FABHUS'
GOVERNMENT '*BETWEEN TWO FURES''*,3 AS LE MONDE PUTS 'T. ON THE LEFT
THE PCF'S CONDHTHPONAL SUPPORT +€ WIDELY EXPECTED TO TURN RAPIDLY
ANTO ALMOST UNCONDRTMONAL WARFAREs wH4LE ON THE RGHT ! THE
OPPOSHTION, SCENTHNG WICTORY N 1986 4§ EXPECTED TQ BE UNREMNT~
TINGLY HOSTIULE. A NUMBER OF COMMENTATORS SUGGEST THAT THE P&'S
EXPOSED POSWTION EXPLAINS THE CHOICE OF GOVERNMENT (MY TELNOS 506
AND 907): THE UNION OF THE SOCIFALIST PARTY HAS REPLACED THE UNION

OF THE LEFT. THERE «§ A GOOD DEAL OF SARCASM «IN THE QPPOSITAON PRESS
ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACEFUL COEXHSTENCE «N A CABINET WHICH wWill
HAVE TO ACCOMMODATE THE PERSONAL RINVALRIES WHICH EXST BETWEEN
CHARACTERS SUCH AS FABIUS, ROCARDy JOXE AND CHEVENEMENT:) FEW
COMMENTATORS DOUBT THAT, WHATEVER STRAINS MAY EMERGE WITHIN THE
COUNGCIL OF MINISTERS, THIS 1S ESSENTPALLY A GOVERNMENT OF MITTERRAND
LOYAL ISTS WHO witlL FALTHFULLY BEWD TO THE PRESADENT 'S will.

THE OPPOSITION.

6. THE OPPOSITION ARE PRESENTING THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT AS NO
MORE THAN A DIVERSIQNARY MEASURE BY A MSCREDITED PRESIDENT. THEY
MAKE MUCH OF THE FACT THAT THE PS ONLY ENJOYED THE SUPPORT OF

{ IN 5 VOTERS AT THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS AND HAVE ALREADY DUBBED
FASIUS' ADMINISTRAT-ION THE 20 FERCENT GOVERNMENT. THEY ARE LOUD
(N THE IR COMPLAINT THAT A NEW GOVERNMENT WETHOUT THE PCF ENJOYS
EVEN LESS LEGITIMACY THAN «TS PREDECESSOR AND THAT THE ONLY
ACCEPTABLE COURSE 1§ FOR THE PRESIDENT TO CALL NEW LEGISLATINE
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COMMENT.

7. THERE 1S WIDESPREAD EXPECTATION THAT THE NEW LOOK FABAUS 15
LIKELY TO PROMOTE FAIRLY OLD LOOK PQLICIES, FOR THE ECONOMIC
PROSPECTS,: SEE MY TELNO 912 AS TO FOREIGN AND DEFENCE POLACY:,
THE FACT THAT CHEYSSON, HERNU AND DUMAS HAVE KEPT THEIR POS KT IONS
SUGGESTS NO GREAT CHANGE . CHEYSSON'S REPRIEVE MAY NEUTRALISE
POSS:HBLE ARAB DGSQUIHET ABQUT THE PROMOTON OF FABIUS, WHO 1S

OF JEWISH ORIGING! AND WHOSE APPOINTMENT 8 SAMD TO HAVE BEEN
WELL RECE'WED it WSRAEL. HERNUy WHO HAS EAXNED somf RESPECT MROWM
THE ARMED SERVHQES,QMAY NEED TO DRAW ON ‘BT TO PUSH THROUGH THE
CUTS “kN THE DEFENCE BUDGET ABOUT WHILCH MITTERRAND HAS RECENTLY

WARNED .

8. THE NEwW GOVERNMENT kS i FOR A BUMPY Re:DE., THE COMMUNISTS WitL
ATTACK TS ECONOMEC AND SOCHAL POLJCHES AND MAY WELL ENCOURAGE
UN-KON MPLCUTANCY N THE AUTUMM PARTICULARLY BY THE COMMUNASY CGT.
THEY witL ALMOST CERTAMNLY VOTE AGAUMANST NEXT YEAR'S BUDGET:: THE
CONTENT OF whiCH THEY HAVE GITED AS ONE REASON FOR REFUSING TO
JOUN THE GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER,! THE PS MAINTAIN AN OVERALL MA JORWATY
AN THE NAT-IONAL ASSEMBLY WITHOUT THEM. THE UDF/RPR QPPOSATION WiLL
CONTHANUE TU UUESHIWN I1HE QUVCRNGCNT "3 FEOLAR MANDAWC,L IND URY
USE THELR MAJORITY 4N THE SENATE TO BLOCK METTERRAND'S PROPOSED
REFERENDUM E.G. BY PROPOSUNG LMPROVEMENTS TO #T. ¥ THEY SUCCEED!
OR IF THE REFERENDUM GOES AHEAD BUT THERE 6 MASSIVE ABSTENTIONIGM
ENCOURAGED BY THE OPPOSIHTAQN :HT WLl RE A BLOW TC MLTTERRAND'S
AUTHOR'NTY AND AN EARLY SETBACK FOR FABIUS' GOVERNMENT,

9, MITTERRAND HAS CREATED THE AMPRESSINON OF CHANGING THE POLATICAL
LANDSCAPE SINCE THE LEFT'S SETBACK N THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS . HE
HAS WLTHDRAWN THE CONTROVERSHFAL EDUCAT:ONAL REFORM BidLs, PROPOSED

A UILEBERTARIANT' AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTAITUTIOMN, AND CHOSEN A

NEW GOVERNMENT DES/IGNED TO PROJECT A DYNAMICi,s PRAGMAT IC (IMAGE AND
WwiN BACK VOTES BEFORE 1986. BUT THE SOCHAL ST PARTY 1S LOOKING
SOEMWHAT 1'SOLATED AND THE GOVERNMENT HYAS RATHER A CLIQUISH FLAVOUR,
4T DOES NOT FOR THE MOMENT APPEAR LIKELY THAT MITTERRAND HAS

FOUND THE wiNNING COMBINATION OF MEASURES AMD MEN TO ENSURE THE
RESULTS HE WiLL WANT -IN THE 1986 LEGISLATHVE ELECTIONS.
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