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ANT-1=TANK PIPELINE EXPLOSIVES

SUMMARY

1. A PUBLIC SQUALL HAS BLOWN UP TODAY ABOUT REPORTS FROM
WASHINGTON OF PLANS TO :INSTALL A P.PELINE FILLED WITH L1QUID
EXPLOSIVES ALONG THE INNER GERMAN BORDER. V/GOUROUS, ALMOST
OVER-SENSITIVE, DENIAL FROM FEDERAL MOD.

DETAIL

2. MOST OF THE SERI0QUS DALIES TODAY RUN A STORY THAT THE PENTAGON
RECOMMENDS A NEW DEFENCE SYSTEM FOR EUROPE BASED ON AN UNDERGROUND
PIPELINE FILLED WITH LIQUID EXPLOSIVES. 1T 1§ BASED ON REMARKS

BY PENTAGON SPOKESMAN BURCH, FOLLOWING A COMMENT BY GENERAL SMITH
OF THE PENTAGON TO V:ISITING NATO PARLIAMENTARIANS. '

3. THE FACTS ARE THAT US AND GERMAN ARMIES TESTED IN BAVAR:IA
EARLIER THIS YEAR AN UNDERGROUND PPELINE FILLED WITH LIQUID
EXPLOSIVES (BASED :IN THE GERMAN TESTS ON NI TROMETHANE). THE
PURPOSE OF THE EXPLOSIVES wWOULD BE TO CREATE AN IMPENETRABLE
ANT/I-TANK DITCH. \F DEPLOYED, THE PIPELINE WOULD REPLACE EXISTING
PLANS FOR CONVENT.IONAL MINEF1ELDS (THEREBY SAV/ING CONS/IDERABLE
TIME AND LABOUR /N MINEFIELD LAYING 'IN THE SHORT CRUC IAL PERIOD
OF TRANSITION TO WAR). :IF THE PIPELINE IS EVER DEPLOYED, PLANS
WOULD BE FOR SELECTIVE AND VULNERABLE STRETCHES OF THE FEDERAL
GERMAN BORDER TO BE PROTECTED, AND THERE IS NO SUGGESTION oF
ONE SINGLE CONTINUOUS MAGINOT=STYLE PIPELINE (AS MANY OF " -THE
CRITICS HERE HAVE ASSERTED). FURTHER DETAIL IN REPORTS FROM THE
BRITISH LIAISON OFF-ICER AT GERMAN ARMY ENGINEER SCHOOL, HELD 1IN

GS(OR) 13 MODUK.

4. THE FMOD SPOKESMAN SAID YESTERDAY THAT NEITHER NATO NOR THE
GERMAN ARMY HAD PLANS FOR A CONTINUOUS SYSTEM OF BARRIERS
ALONG THE BORDER. ANY SUCH ‘INFORMATION FROM THE PENTAGON WAS

" "ABSURD''. SUCH PLANS HAD BEEN REJECTED IN THE PAST AND WOULD
BE IN THE FUTURE, THERE WERE NO CONTACTS BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS
OR ARMIES ‘IN WATO ABOUT SUCH PROJECTS. RESEARCH WAS HOWEVER
CONT-INUING INTO L1QUID EXPLOSIVES INCLUDING THEIR POSS-IBLE USE
AS ANTI=TANK MINES OR FOR CREATING TACTICAL OBSTACLES. HE
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE BUNDESWEHR WERE INVOLVED IN SUCH TESTS.
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STATE SECRETARY WUERZBACH SAID PLANS (FOR A CONTINUOUS PrIPELINE)
NEITHER WERE APPROPRIATE FOR THE CONCEPT OF DEFENCE AGAINST A
CONVENTIONAL THREAT NOR CONFORMED TO NATO OPERATIONAL PLANS.

5. PRESS COMMENT .S MOSTLY HOST:ILE. THE BONN GENERAL ANZEIGER
ASKS HOW EUROPE CAN TAKE THE US MILITARY LEADERS SERJIOQUSLY 'IF
THEY COUNTENANCE SUCH :IDEAS. THE PENTAGON'S PLANS AROUSE MORE
FEAR IN ALLIANCE PARTNERS THAN -IN THE SOV:\\ET ARMED FORCES. THE
RIGHT WING, NORMALLY PRO-GOVERNMENT FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE QUOTES
FROM A US REPORT TO CONGRESS WHICH WARNS THAT ANY GOVERNMENT

AN BONN WOULD OPPOSE SUCH ANSTALLAT:IONS :IF THEY ‘INVOLVED MAJOR
ENGINEERING WORK, AND /IN PARTHCULAR :IF THEY CREATED A NEW BARR:ER
WHICH DEEPENED THE RMFT BETWEEN THE TWO GERMANIES.

COMMENT

6. THE EXC.ATEMENT wITH WHICH THE GERMAN MED.IA HAVE SEIZED ON

THIS SUBJECT MAY SEEM SURPRISING, BUT WITH A HONECKER VISIT
LOOMING, THE POLLTICAL SENSITIVITY OF SUCH ISSUES 1S NATURALLY HIGH
HERE. BUT THE V:IGOUR OF THE DENIALS BY THE FMOD 1S SLIGHTLY
DISINGENUOUS GIVEN THE PROFESS:/10NAL ANTEREST OF THE BUNDESWEHR

N TESTING PIPELINE L:1QUID EXPLOSIVES FOR SELECTLWVE USE “IN BLOCK/ING
A TANK ATTACK AT KEY POINTS. GIVEN RECENT US/GERMAN PUBLIC
DIFFERENCES ON DEFENCE (A\NFRASTRUCTURE, SD::) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
SPOKESMEN WOULD HAVE DONE BETTER TO PLAY DOWN SUCH A STORY.
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