PRIME MINISTER

You may recall taking an interest in the case of

C J (Southern) Limited and their planning appeal.
TR TR T——————

The Inspector has now reached a decision, dismissing the

appeal (Flag A).
O TR SRS

I raised with the Department of the Environment the

impression I had from the Inspector's decision that he had,

indeed, weighed in the balance competitive factors as well as

others. The DOE's response is at Flag B. They believe that
Capman FOT RETTTIAT B

the Inspector's decision in the end was reached on legitimate

e

traffic safety grounds.

It is to be hoped that the new policy guidance which
Environment will be issuing, together with the other action
they are taking on planning will ensure that Inspectors avoid

. + 5 P -
being tempted to act as competition watch-dogs. —

Mow Aoy

24 May 1985




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 9 May 1985

PLANNING CONTROL: THE CASE OF C J (SOUTHERN) LTD
Many thanks for your letter of 9 May.

Before I let the Prime Minister know the outcome of the
appeal, I should be grateful for your thoughts on one point.
The letter from Andrew Allberry to David Barclay, dated
15 February, set out the issues which the Inspector would
have to consider. Andrew made the point that protecting
nearby shopkeepers from competition would be no part of the
Inspector's brief. I see, however, that the Inspector's
report, in paragraph 6, suggests that the impact on other
local trade of C J (Southern)'s retail activities was one of
the points he needed to consider (although it turned out, of
course that this was not the issue which clinched his
decision). There seems to be an inconsistency here, and I
would be grateful for your comments.

MARK ADDISON

Miss Sue Vandervord
Department of the Environment




2 MARSHAM STREET
LONDON SWI1P 3EB

01-212 3434

My ref:

Your ref:

Q\ May 1985

Desr Maose

PLANNING CONTROL: THE CASE OF C J (SOUTHERN) LTD

In your letter of 19 %ebruary to Andrew Allberry, you asked to be
informed of the outcome of the planning appeal by C J (Southern) Ltd.

I am enclosing a copy of the Inspector's decision letter, which was
issued on 2 May. You will see that he decided to dismiss the appeal,
although he took full account of the provision of employment
opportunities and the need to assist small businesses. In paragraph 7
of his letter, he explains that he found the traffic arguments against
allowing the retail use to remain overwhelming.

The Secretary of State remains satisfied that this case is not
evidence that the planning system is having an adverse effect on
employment. As the Inspector points out, this retail use was not
stimulating economic activity, but diverting it to a location where
there is a higher risk to traffic safety.

Youa  Juncerely
Sae VardeZron

MISS SUE VANDERVORD
Private Secretary

Mark Addison Esq
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