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YOUR TELNO 354: EUROPEAN FIGHTER AIRCRAFT (EFA)

1, DURING MR ADAM BUTLER'S VISIT HERE THIS WEEK THERE WAS PLENTY CF
EVIDENCE THAT THERE IS INDEED A DANGER OF THE WE | GHT OF THE
PROFESS|ONAL ADVICE BEING OVERRIDDEN BY CHANCELLOR KOHL FOR
FOLITICAL REASONS. IT WAS PUT TO MR BUTLER BY STATE SECRETARY
TIMMERMANN THAT 1T WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING MILAN,
FOR KOHL TO TAKE WHAT WOULD LOCK LIKE AN ANTI=-FRENCH DECISION ON EFA
WITHOUT SOME ''COMPENSATION'' TO FRANCE, AND WE WERE INVITED TO
SUGGEST WHAT FORM THIS MIGHT TAKE. THE TROUELE IS THAT THE ONLY
OTHER DEFENCE PROJECT WHICH IS (A) OF IMPORTANCE TO FRANCE AND

(B) OF COMPARABLE SIGNIFICANCE TG EFA IS THE IDEA OF A EUROEPEAN
HECONNAI1SSANCE SATELLITE, WHICH THE GERMAN DEFENCE MINISTRY ARE
EXTREMELY COOL ABOUT AND DO NOT THINK THEY WOULD GET THE MONEY TO
PAY FOR.

2. | THINK IT ESSENTIAL IN THE NEXT FORTNIGHT THAT OUR CASE SHOULD
BE REPEATED TO THE GERMANS AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL, KOHL ESPECIALLY.
IF CIRCUMSTANCES ARE NOT THOUGHT PROPITIOUS FOR A PERSONAL MESSAGE
OR TELEPHONE CALL FROM THE PRIME MINISTER, | PELIEVE |T WOULD BE
VALUABLE If | COULD RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO SPEAK ON THE PRIME
MINISTER'S AUTHORITY. AS REPORTED TO RENWICK, | HAVE ALREADY ASKED
FOR A CALL ON THE CHANCELLOR ON COMMUNITY BUSINESS. IF | COULD
RECEIVE A PACKET OF INSTRUCTIONS CCVERING BOTH COMMUNITY AND EFA
(THE CONNECTION BEING OBVIOUS) | CCULD TRY TO SEE KOHL EITHER BEFCRE
OR MORE LIKELY AFTER HIS VISIT TO TURKEY (3=12 JULY).

3. THERE IS ALSO GENSCHER, WHOSE INFLUENCE, IF HE HAS ANY IN THIS
MATTER, WILL BE EXERTED IN A PRO-FRENCH DIRECTION. | RECOMMEND

THAT | TELI_THE MFA THAT, ALTHOUGH YOU DO NOT WiSH THE POINT TO

BE PUT ON THE FORMAL AGENDA, YOU WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNKITY
CF YOUR MEETING WITH GENSCHER O% 21 JULY TC TALK TO HIN VERY
SERIOUSLY ABCUT THE POLITICAL 1“PLICATIOMNS OF EFA.
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