CONFIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 3 October 1985
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Your Secretary of State, accompanied by the Hon. Peter

Morrison, came to see the Prime Minister this evening to
discuss BL, on the basis of your Secretary of State's minute
of 26 September.

In the course of discussion it was agreed that:

1) the proposal for a Government nominee or observer
to be placed on the Board of BL should be pursued;

ii) work should start towards finding a replacement
for Sir Austin Bide, whose appointment was due to
expire in autumn 1986; it would be sensible to allow a
substantial hand-over period, as had been achieved for
the Chairmanship of the NCB;

gotiations with GM on the sale of Land Rover
should be seriously pursued; it was
recognised that this would need to be handled very
carefully in view of the likely scale of redundancies
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