SUBJECT cc ©pS Masers

Unnoficial translation
T\8k0)a|35..,  October 12, 1985

Esteemed Madame Prime Minister,

I should like to address you in connection with the new
initiatives taken by the Soviet Union in the interests of stopping
the arms race and improving the situation in the world as a whole
and in Europe, in particular. At the present sharp and dangerous
stage of the development these questions are moved by life itself
to the centre of attention of the responsible state policy. They
have been the subject of serious consideration in our previous
contacts with you, occupied an important place in my discussions
with President Mitterand and, undoubtedly, will be in the focus of
the forthcoming Soviet-American summit.

Striving to secure the basis for a practical solution of the
tagsks of the cessation of nuclear arms race, sharp reduction of
the level of nuclear confrontation and at the same time prevention
of the arms race in space we addressed the USA with concrete
proposals the essence of which is as follows:

- to ban the development, testing and deployment of strike
space weapons,

- to cut in this case by 50 per cent nuclear armaments of the
USSR and the USA which are capable of reaching the territories of
each other,

- to establish for the remaining after reductions corresponding
means of the sides sharply reduced equal total levels of nuclear
charges - 6000 units each.

On my instruction, our Embassy in London had already informed
you that the following new and quite significant element was
introduced in our approach to the solution of the problem of
nuclear arms. We consider it possible to conclude a corresponding
agreement on medium-range nuclear means in Europe separately, out-
gide the direct link with the problem of space and strategic
weapons. We proceed from the assumption that a further sharpening
of nuclear confrontation in Europe is not in the interests of any
European state. It is necessary, at last, to start untangling this
mess and to get down to business without further delay.

You, of course, also took note of the fact that in addition to
the moratorium on the deployment of medium-range missiles,declared
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. by us last April, we removed from the stand-by alert in the European
zone of the USSR a certain number of SS-20 missiles. This is the
embodiment in concrete deeds of our political will for a search for
ways of reducing the dangers of military confrontation in Europe. In
general, as you will see, a completely new situation is being created,
which opens up an opportunity for securing the strategic stability in
Europe at a significantly lowered level of nuclear armaments.Practical
road to it is the direct dialogue and the exchange of views between
our countries. The Soviet Union is ready for such direct talk. As you
know, we addressed similar proposal to France.

Naturally, this does not at all mean the stopping of talks on
medium-range nuclear weapons in Europe with the American side whose
corresponding means still remain an element of the correlation of
nuclear forces between East and West on our continent.

We, of course, realize that Great Britain has her allied
obligations and we are far from trying to bring any discord into
relations of Great Britain with her allies. That is not the point.

The question is that along with the Soviet-American talks we should
look at the balance of nuclear forces in Europe, at the components
that constitute it, which directly concern the interests of the
security of our two countries.

To tell you frankly, we don't raise the question of limiting
or reducing the nuclear forces of Great Britain. We are for such an
understanding with you which would relate to one of the components
of nuclear balance in Europe at a reduced level acceptable to all
interested sides, without any infringement on anyone's lawful interests
The main thing is to make a turn from decades of building-up nuclear

armaments in Europe to a period of their consistent reduction.

I think that today when the military threat in the world
is not diminishing and the arms race is gaining still higher and
higher momentum and is threatening to go out into space, new and
bold steps and non-stereotype solutions are important as never
before, which would lead out of the deadlock the disarmament talks

conducted for years. -
I should be grateful for your point of view on the above

mentioned questions.
With respect,
M. Gorbachyov




YBaxaemasa IOCIHORE IpeMbep-MUHECTD,

Xoren OH ofpaTuThcd K Bam B CBA3M C HOBHMA WHHINATMBAMA,
npexnpusATEME CoBeTckuM Con30M B HMHTepecax NpeRpaleHus I'OHKU
BOODYXEHM, O3IOPOBICHUA OCCTAHOBKM B MHUpe B IeioM # B Empone B
yacTHOCTH. Ha HHHemHeM OCTpOM, ONACHOM 3Tame DPasBUTHA 3THU BOIPOCH
camMoii RU3HBN BHIBMHYTH B LGHTP BHUMAHUA OTBETCTBEHHOH IocynapcT-
BeHHO! nonuTuMxM, OHM OHAW IpeIMETOM CEephe3HOI'0 PacCMOTpPeHHUA B
Hamux IpefHIymAX KOHTAawTax ¢ Bamm, 3aHANN BaxHOe MECTO B MOUX
Gecemax ¢ ®.MmrTepaHoMm M, HeCOMHEHHO, CyILyT HaxoIUThCA B (OKyce
npencToAmeil COBETCKO-aMepUKaHCKO# BCTpedYM Ha BHCIEM YDORBHE.

Crpemsick 00eCHeudTh OCHOBY I/f IPaAKTHYECKOI'0 DemeHud 3anad
OpexpaileHusa I'OHKM ANEpHHX BOOPYXeHMH, Pe3KOro COKpalleHUs YPOBHA
ANEepHOT'0 NPOTHBOCTOAHWA M ONHOEPEMEHHO NPENOTBpaleHUA I'OHKA BOO-
pyxeHuii B KocMoce, MH odparunanchk XK ClA ¢ XKOHKDETHHMM Ipel/10KeHA-
AMH, CYTH KOTOPHX CEONUTCA K CleIynleMy:

-~ 3ampeTHTh CO3JaHWE, HCOHTAHNA ¥ DA3BEPTHBAHUE YIapHHX
KOCMUYECKIX BOOPYREHH ;

- COXpaTHTh B 9TOM cnydae Ha S0 HpOLEHTOB fANEpPHHE BOODPYREeHMSA
CCCP un ClIA, xoTopHE CHOCOOHH LOCTHUI'QTh TEPPUTOPHM IPYI' Apyra,;

- YCTGHOBHTH IJIA OCTEMAXCA [OCNe CORpalleHuil COOTBETCTBYIMAX
CPelCTE CTODOH DEe3KO [OHMKEHHHE DABHHE CYMMapHHE YDOBHU ANSPHHX
3apanoe - no 6.000 emmuuI.

o MoeMy LOpYYeHH© Hame HocolbcTBO B JOHLOHE yXe MHPOPMU-
posano Bac o ToM, UTO B Hall IONXOX X DPeleHHD npodnemM ANEPHHX BOO-
py%eHuil BEejeH M Taxoil HOBHH, BechmMa cymecTBEeHHH! 971eMeHT. MH
CUNTaeM BO3MOKHHM 3aRINYATH COOTEETCTEyWIEEe corjlaleHne N0 ANepPHHM
cpelcTEaM cpenHeil mansHocTH B EBpone OTAe/NbHO, EHE HENOCPENCTEEH-
HOil cBA3M C Hpol/nemMol KOCMHYECHKUX M CTpaTeIrnueCKHX BOOpyXeHuil . Mu
UCXONAM M3 TOrO, 4YTO HalbHeilmee o00CTpeHHE ANCPHOI'O IDOTUBOCTOA-
HifZ B LBpole He B MHTepecax HW ONHOI'O €BPONeHdCKOr'o IocyinapcTaa.
Hamo, HakoHell, Ha4aTh paclyTHRATh STOT RIYOOK M HDUCTYOUTH K ey
0e3 nmalbHefmux IPOBONOYEK.

BH, KoHeYHO, o0paTWld Takke BHAM2HWE Ha TO, YTO B IONO/NHEHUE
K JCTSHOB/GHHOMY Hamy B ampene C.I'. MODATODHO HA Pa3BepTHRAHUE
pakeT cpenHel janbHOCTH Hamé CHATO C G0eBOT'0 JEXypCcTB& B eBponeii-
cxoii 3oHe CCCP Hexoropoe KonmdecTBo paxeT CC-20. Jro BONmZIOMEHMS




B KOHKDETHHX Jelax Hameil monuTuvyeckoit BOLM K HOUCRY OyTe#l ymMeHB-
meHWA olacHocTell BOeHHOI'0 NPOTUBOCTOAHUA B EBpole.

B menom co3maeTcd, Kak BH BHIONATE, COBEPIEHHO HOBAA CHTyalud,
OTKpHBalas BO3MOKHOCTH o0ecledeHnda CTpaTerdv4ecKoil cTadulbHOCTH
B EBpone Ha CymecTBEHHO NOHUKGHHOM YDOBHE ANEDPHHX EOODYREHWH .
[[pakTHYeCKUil OyTh K aTroMy - HemoCpeJCTECHHNHA nmanor, oOMeH MHe-
HUAME MexIy Hamumpu cTpaHamd. CoBeTcrmid Con3 X TakomMy npAMOMYy Das-
roBopy roToB. Kak BH 3H&eTe, C QHaNOTMYHHM IpeNNOKeHUEM MH oOpa-
THAUCE 1 K PpaHIun.

Pasymeercs, 3TO OTHOOb He 03H&aYAET HpeKpaleHdA NeperoBOpOE
o AIepHHM BOODPYKEHWAM cpelHe#t nmansHocTd B LEpome C amepUKaHCKOM
CTOpOHO#, UbM COOTBETCTBYINE CPELCTBa NPOJAONKANT OCTABATBCA
97EeMEHTOM COOTHOUEHUA ANEePHHX CHA Mexiy BocTokom ¥ JamnaloM Ha
HameM KOHTHUHEHTe.

M, ecTeCTEeHHO, OTHaeM cefe OTYeT B TOM, 4YTO y BeluroOpu-
TSHNN €CTH CBOM CON3HUYECKHe o0f3arenlbcTBa, W Jalekd OT TOro,
4706y IHTATHCA BHECTH Kaxof-To pasial B OTHONEHHA BeluKoGpUTaHuW
CO CBOWMA CON3HUKamu. Peup uIeT O Ipyrom, O TOM, YTOCH Hapany C
COBETCKO-aMepUKAHCKUMA [eperoBOpami NOCMOTPETh Ha AlepHHl Cananc
cu1 B EBporne, Ha COCTERNAVIME €r'0 KOMIOHEHTH, UTO HENOCPeICTEBEHHO
KacaeTcA MHTepecoB (e30NAaCHOCTH HalMX NBYX CTPaH.

Craxy OTKPOBEHHO, MH H@ CTABUM Bonpoca 00 OTDaHNYEeHNN W1N
COKpameHuy ANSPHHX cHl BeluxoOpuTaHun. MH 3a Taxoe B3auMonoHMMa-
HIe C Bamm, KOTOpOe Kacaloch OH ONHON M3 COCTEBHHX YacTeidl Anep-
HOT'0 paBHOBecHA B EBpone H& NOHWKeHHOM yDOBHE, IpuemaeMom I
BCEX 3amHTepeCOB&HHHX CTOPOH, HE ymem/doleM HWYBA 3AKOHHHE MHTe-
pecu. ['1apHOe 3axnp4yaeTcd B TOM, YTOOH OCYMeCTBUTE IOBOPOT OT
necaruieTnil HapamMBaHUA ANEPHHX BOOPYKeHUA B EEpome K HEpUOLy HX

nocnenoBare/1bHOro COKpalleHuA .
ﬂyMBIO, YyT0 CeroiHsa, Korjga BOGHHad ONAacHOCT: B MHpe HE CHEXa-

erci, a DOHKA BOOpyXeHwil HadupeeT BCe (0/ee BHCOKHE TEMIH ¥ I'PO-
3T BHATM B KOCMOC, KAy HMKOIJA BaxHH HOBHEe ¥ CMelHe marua, HecTe-
peoTUHHe peleHnd, KOTOPHE BHEE/H OH M3 TylnuKa Benymuecd IrolLamu

[eperoBOpPH 10 PasopyKeHUO.
Bun OH NpuaHaTeldeH 3a N3/0oKeHMe Bamed TOYKM 3peHUA 10 3aTPo-

HYTHM BOIDOCEaM.

C yBmaxeHueM,
M.I'opdauen

12 oxradpa 1985 roma
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Message to the Prime Minister from

Mr Gorbachev on Arms Control \‘- LA A{}}L\
The Soviet Charge called at his request on ¥~Q

Mr Derek Thomas late last night and delivered the -==-'

enclosed letter from Mr Gorbachev to the Prime Minister. t&_

The English text is a Soviet translation; we are asking
Research Department here to check its accuracy.

In the event of any press questions reflecting
Soviet briefing we believe we should have to confirm
that in a further communication the Russians have now g‘%.

proposed a direct dialogue with us, which we are m l
considering. We should for the moment decline to go

further, on the grounds that the Soviet message is part
of our confidential diplomatic exchanges with them. CZQSQ

We shall provide further comment and advice on 'SZK.
how to handle the issue as soon as possible.

I am copying this letter to Richard Mottram and
Michael Stark.

e~ Rurtr,
Crlin 824

(L vV Appleyard)
Jff Private Secretary

C D Powell Esg
10 Downing Street
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