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MY CALL ON JANOS KADAR,

(1. | HAD THREE QUARTERS OF AN HOUR WITH KADAR THIS MORNING

: AT MY REQUEST. HE RAMBLED A GREAT DEAL AND SMOKED AT THE
RATE OF SIX CIGARETTES AN HOUR. BUT HE SEEMED FIT FOR HIS

AGE ARD WAS VERY MUCH IN COMMAND. | DO NOT THINK THAT YOU

OR THE PRIME MINISTER WILL DETECT ANY 'SIGNIFICANT CHANGE SINCE
LAST SEEING HIM,

2. KADAR MADE MUCH OF THE FACT THAT IT WAS VERY EXCEPTIONAL
FOR HIM TO RECEIVE AN AMBASSADOR. HE THEN EMBARKED OM &
MONOLOGUE. HE SAID THAT HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO THE VISIT ANMD
WOULD UNDERTAKE EVERYTHING WE HAD PROPOSED, INCLUDING THE VISIT

TO EDINBURGH., BUT HE MADL IT CLEAR THAT HE THOUGHT THIT
WOULD BE HARD WORK FOR A MAN OF RIS AOER . R R
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3. RECALLIKG THAT | HAD BEEN HERE IN THE FIFTIES KADAR SAID

THAT | WOULD KNOW THAT HUNGARIAN POLICY WAS ENTIRELY
CONSISTENT. TRYING TO RUN ENTERPRISES PRODITABLY DID NOT MAKE
THEM CAPITALISTS. THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS, MOST PARTICULARLY
IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD. BUT THEY WOULD NOT DEPART FROM THEIR
CONSISTENT COURSE, WHICH | TAKE TO MEAN BOTH COMMUNISM AND REFORM,

4, IN SEPTEMBER GORBACHEV HAD ASKED ABOUT HIS-HEALTH. HE HAD
TOLD HIM THAT HE FELT AS WELL AS COULD BE EXPECTED AT

HIS AGE. BUT GORBACHEV SHOULD NOT WORRY. POLICY IM HUNGARY WAS

NOT MADE BY ONE MAKN, OR TWENTY, OR EVEN 200.

S5¢ | SAID THAT § KKEW THE PRIME MINISTER WAS LOOKING FORWARD

TO HIS VISIT TOC. IT STRUCK ME AS HELPFUL THAT IT VWAS
TAKING PLACE SHORTLY AFTER THE NEVW YORK AND SOF 1A MCETINGS
AND BEFORE CENEVA. KADAR DID NOT RISE ON WHAT HAD HAPPEngg_nu
SOFtA. BUT HE SAID THET HE VERY MUCH HOPED FCR THE
BEGthths OF PROGRESS AT GENEVA. PEOPLE TOLD HI™ THAT REAGAN
WANTED PEACE. HE FELT THAT RIS ACTIONS BELIED 1T, 4-SAIDITRAT
WE WERE CONVINCED THAT REAGAN WANTED PEACE AND PELIEVED THAT
US POLICY AS IT UNFOLDED WOULD PROVE IT. | HOPED WE COULD
PERSUADE 4i1M OF THIS WHILE HE WAS IN LONDON.
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6. KADAR AGREED THAT HIS VISIT CAME AT A GOOD TIME., SO HAD
THE PRIME MINISTER'S 1N 1984 TO BUDAPEST. THERE HAD BEEN
THOSE, INSIDE HUNGARY AND CUTSIDE, WHO HAD HAD THEIP DOURTS
AB0UT HER VISIT, POINTING TO THE COMCENTRATION OF VISITS BY
WESTERN LEADERS (THE PRIME MINISTER, CRAXI AMD KOGL) WHO VWERE
ABOUT TO RECEIVE CRUISE MISSILES., THE POLITICAL CLIMATE AT THE
ERD CF 1933 HAD BEEY VERY COLL. BUT HE WAS A SIMPLE MAN., HE
HAD REALISEL THAT WE WCULD ALL HAVE TO GO OK LIVING TOGETHER

AHEAD. AND THEY HAD PLAYED A USEFUL PART IN THE SEARCH FOR PEACE.
1 MAY BE WRONC BUT IT CROSSED MY MIMD THAT THIS WAS AN ALLUSIVC
REFERENCE TO DOUBTS ABOUT HIS OWN VISIT TO LONDON (BUDAPEST

‘TELEGRAM NO 209) PRESUMABLY PUT AT REST WHEN HE SAW GORBACHEY
IN SEPTEMBER,

7. KADAR WENT ON TO REFER TO HIS RESPECT FOR THE PRIME MINISTER.

HE WAS GLAD THAT SHE HAD ENJOYED HER VISIT TO HUNGARY. HE
FELT THAT HIS TALK WITH HER HAD MADE A SERIOUS ANL RESPONSIBLE
CONTRIBUTIOET-HE ADDED THAT COLLEAGUES HAD RIBBED HIM, SAYING
THAT HER PROGRAMME HERE HAD SHOWN THAT SHE WAS NOT THE NECGATIVE
IRON LADY WHICH THE HUNGARIAN MEDIA HAD SUGGESTED.

€. THE WHOLE CONVERSATION WAS VERY INSUDSTANTIAL.

BUT | THINMK
KADAR'S AIM IN HAVINGC ME IN WAS TC SHOW HIS COMMITMENT TO

THE VISIT AND THE WARMTH OF H1S FEELINGS TOWARDS THE PRIME

MINISTER., THE CALL WAS INTERESTING LESS FOR WHAT WAS SAID
THAN BECAUSE IT TOOK PLACE AT ALL.

9. SEE MIFT FOR SCENE~GETTER.
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