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MIET 3 FABIUS CRUTHCISES THE UK

SUMMARY
1. TWO WAYS OF REACTUNG TO FURTHER SOCHALWST (PS) CRATHCHSEMS OF THE
UKs PUBLWC REBUTTAL NOW AT A H4GH LEVEL, OR A PRIWATE WARNING TO
MITTERRAND AND DUMAS AT THE SUMMGKT. b 17

DETANL
2. WE MIGHT MOST EFFECTUVELY REACT TO THIG FURTHER CRITiCHSM W ONE
OF TwO wAYS,

3« THE FURST WS TO HiSSUE A STRONG PUBLIC REBUTTAL: BACKED UP BY A
COMPARIGON OF THE UK AND FRENCH STATWSTICS FOR EG EMPUOYMENT
(650,000 NET JOB CREATWON #N THE PAST TWO YEARS uiN THE UK, 450,000
JOBS LOCST N FRANCE i THE SAME PERMOD) PROFWTS s HNVESTMENT AND GbpP
GROWTH, THIS WOULD NEED TO COME FROM YOU OR THE PRIME MINICTER , AND
QUICKLY,: ¢if T WERE TO STAND A CHANCE OF BE{ING wiDELY REPLAYED BY
THE FRENCH MEDGA, BUT WF THE CHAURMAN OF THE CONSERVATIWE PARTY
GRANTS THE REQUEST QR AN WNTERVHEW FROM THE U'EXPRESS TEAM
CURKENTLY (N LONDON (PREPARWNG A FEATURE SCHEDULED TO BE PUBLHGSHED
"4 THE WSSUE APPEARING 15 NOVEMBER), THIS Couln BE A USEFuUU
ALTERNATWWE PUATFORM,

4. THE ADVANTAGE OF THUS APPROACH wOULD BE TC CORECT THE DWSTORTED
PUCTURE WHICH FABuUS AND THE SOCHALINSTS ARE PAUNTUNG,: AND TO WARN
THAT WE SHALL GUWVE A3 GOOD AS WE GET, wHICH MAY NOT BE HELPFUL TO
THE PS Wi THE RUN UP TO THE MARCM ELECTIONS, THE DRAWBACKS ARE THAT
SUCH A POLEMIC COULID LEAD TC A DETERWORATHON wN THE BIATERAL
CLUMATE SHORTLY BEFORE THE ANGLO=FRENCH SUMMT AND THE FALKLANDS
VOTE AT THE UN, AT A TyME MOREOVER WHEN RELATIONS ARE ALREADY UNDER
SOME STRAIN (GPEENPEACE,» THE CHOGM COMMUNIRIUE ON PACiSFuC OU('iSTvlCNS,'
EFA, RITA ETC), THERE WS ALGO A RiSK THAT THE SOCHALSISTS wouLD TRY
TQ USE SucH EXCHANGES TO PROVOKE AN ANTU=BRHMISH REFLEX ON WHICH
THEY wOULD HOPE TO CAPWTALNGE ELECTORALLY,

5. AN ALTERNAT.WE WOULD BE TC SAY LWTTLE OR NOTHING PUBLICLY, BUT TO
REACT WiLGOROUSLY wn PRUVATE, BOTH YOU AND THE PRawE MINIGTER MKGHT
USE THE SUMMAT TO TAKE MITTERRAND DUMAS TO TASK, TO WARN THAT Our
FORBEARANCE 45 NOT ‘ ' ' -




5. AN AUTERNATW#VE wOULID BE TO SAY WHTTLE OR NOTHMNG PUBLICLY, BUT TC
REACT ViGOROUSLY wi PRWVATE, BOTH YOU AND THE PRAME MUNGSTER MEGHT
USE THE SUMMAT TO TAKE MUTTERRAND DUMAS TO TASK,: TO WARN THAT OUR
FORBEARANCE @S NOT LEMMTLESS ) AND THAT THE SOCHALNSTS RHSK
UNLEASHUNG A DAMAGHNG POLEMIC wF THESE ATTACKS CONTIMNUE, THE
ADVANTAGE OF THWS wOUL®D BE TO PREVENT A SLANGHING MATCHM BEFORE THE
SUMMHT AND THE FALKULANDS VOTE, WHILE GHAMNG METTERRAND A CHANCE TO
STOP THE SOCHALST PARTY MALMGNANG THE BRMTUISH RECORD BEFORE THE
ELECTWON CAMPALGN GETS #iNTO FULLI STRIWDE, W Could BE COMBANED WAKTH
PREV#OUS ACTiON AT THiS END,

6. WHETMER OR NOT WE DECWDE TO MAKE AN EXPLICHT RiUPOSTE,» THE
PREVALMNCE AND WIKELY PROLMFERATION OF THIS SORT OF COMMENT
REUNFORCES THE DESURABHLTY FC THE PRUME MUNIGTER'S GUAING A
PRE=SUMMHT (NTERVHEW TO THE FRENCH MEDMA (MY TEL&O 900).

7. ON BAULANCE ) v THINK THE RGMT COURSE wOULD BE TO PUT THE FRENCH
ON NOTWCE HERE THAT THiS QUESTIHON wils BE RASED AT THE SUMMT AND
THAT gF THE CAMPA(GN CONTINUES » A FULL~-SCALE COUNTER=-ATTACK wiits BE
ANEVAHTABLE o iF WiN THE MEANTHME BR:UTUSH PRESS REACTUON OR
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTHONS LEAD TO SOME FAURLY ASTRANGENT COMMENT ON
FABMUS'S REMARKS #T wiills NOT DO UNDUE HARM AND MAY SERVE AS A USEFUL
WARNING OF WHAT COULD FOLLOW.
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