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SUMMARY

1. SOBER SATISFACTION N DUBLIN THAT DOMESTIC, INTERNATIONAL
AND MEDIA REACTION TO ANGLO-IRISH SUMMET HAS SO FAR GOME AS
WELL A

—

HAVE REPORTED (MY TELNOS 783, 784 AND 796) THE IMMEDIATE
MEDIA REACTION TO THE SIGNATURE 0OF THE ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT.
THE MOND IN OFFICIAL CIRCLES 1S DME AF SUBDUED SATISFACTION.,

S COULD BE EXPECTED. NO DISPOSITION TO CRCW OVER THE UNIONISTS

ERE IS NO SENSE OF EUPHORIA %0OR ANMY DESIRE CRACK OPEM MAGNUMS

OF CHAMPAGNE. RATHER THERE IS A FEELING THAT AFTER MANY MONTHS
OF DELICATE MEGOTIATIONS iE STAGE 1S AT LAST ! THE PLAY
NOYW BEGINS.
OFF ICIALS WERE ANXIOUS ABOUT THE JOIMNT PRESS

EN BY THE TADISEACH AND THE PRIME MIN|STER,

RELIEF THAT IT WENT WELL. THERE wA
THE PRIME MINISTER'S DESCRIPTHON OF HERSELF
A LOYALIST. THE PRESS CONFERENCE CAME QVER AS A SUCCESSFUL,
EVEN-HANDED DOUSLE ACT. THE TAOISEACH WAS SEEN TO HAVE THE LAS
WORD AND USED IT T0O UNDERLINE HIS CONTINUING COMMITMENT TO IRISH
HMIETY AMD TO REITERATE HAS PLEA THAT THE URIOMISTS SHOULD NOT

REEMENT, BUT JUDGE IT FOR WHAT IT 15

ECIA DURING
THE AFTERNOON OF FR{IDAY 15 NOVEMEE HERE WAS DISAPPOINTMENT
AT HIS USE OF THE PHRASE L SRR AD DAY FOR |RISH
NATIONALISM'', BUT THERE WAS G4 ER |N THE DAY
AS A RESULT OF FAST FO K 3Y D SECRETARY CONLON, THE
BRIEFED TO REMIND MR HAUGHEY OM TELEVISION THAT
AGREEMENT'S REFLECTION OF THE WORDS WHICH
USED IN HIS JOINT COMMUMINUE WITH MRS THATCHER |IN

MeY
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MAY 1980, WHEM HE AGREED THAT THERE COULD BE NO CHANGE (N THE
CONSTITUTIONAL STATUS OF MNOPTHERN |f AMD WITHOUT MAJORITY CONS
ON A SPECIAL EDITION OF ''TODAY IMIGHT Y, THE (RISH TELEVISION
CURRENT AFFA|RS PROGRAMME, MR HAUGHEY WAS EXTREMELY DEFEMNSIVE

AS HE TRIED TO EXPLAIN WHY HE PROPOSED TO OPPOSE AN AGREEMEMNT
WHICH HAD THE SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT REAGAN, SEMATOR KENNMEDY,

TIP O'NEILL, EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS, ALL THE MAIN BRITISH POLITICAL
PARTHES, MR HUME AND MR MALLOMe THERE IS A FEELING N CFFICIAL

CIRCLES THAT “R HAUGHEY MAY HAVE BOXED HIMSELF [NTO A CORNER

WiTH ONMLY SiNM FEIM AND MR PA|SLEY FOR COMPANY,

5. MR HAUGHEY HAS BEEN SHLENT OVER THE WEEKEND, WHILE HIS
DEPUTY, MR LENIHAN, HAD AN AWKWARD TIME ON LUNCHTIME TELEVISION
YESTERDAY ATTEMPTING TO ASSERT THAT FI-ANNA FAIL SPOKE FOR IRISH
NATIONAL SM: SEAMUS MALLON PUT Hi4M FIRMLY IN HIS PLACE. AT THE
SAME TIME, ON THE MAIN POLITICAL AFFAIRS RADIO PROGRAMME, THE
TAOVSEACH, AND MR NOONAN REPORTING FROM NEW YORK, EXPRESSED
SATISFACTION AT THE HIGH LEVEL OF |NTERMATIONAL SUPPOPRT
EXPRESSED FOR THE AGREEMEMT AND IN PARTICULAR FOR THE- GENEROUS
COVERAGE, AND SUPPORTIVE EDTTOR{AL COVER, N THE RESPONSIBLE US
PRESS. THE TAOKSEACH EXPRESSED HIMSELF GREATLY ENCHURAGED

BY A MEETENG WiITH COALITION. BACKBENCHERS WHO ARE CISPOSED TO
GIVE HIM THEIR FULL BACKING. (THEY HAVE IN THE PAST BEEN
FIERCELY CRITICAL OF HiIM), MEANWHILE THE OMLY DISSIDENT VOICE
IN THE SDLP WHICH RTE REPORTERS COULD LOCA YESTERTAY WAS THAT OF

PASCHAL O'HARE, WHO HINTED HE ™MAY SHORTLY RESIGN.

Y6. THE TAOISEACH HAS PLEADED FOR AN ORDERLY DEBATE N THE DAIL
TCMORROW, AND UNDERTAKEN MNOT TO USE THE OCCASION TO SCORE POINTS
OFF THE OPPOSITHON. I VERY MUCH DOURT WHETHER FIAMNA FA{IL WiLL
RESPOND N KIND,.

7. MNEVERTHELESS, TO SUM UP, REACTION INTESNATIONALLY, IN THE US,
IN THE SDLP AND DOMESTICALLY (MR HAUGHEY EXCEPTED) HAS BEEN SO
FAR AS 500D AS THE TAOI'SEACH COULD HAYE HOPED FOR, THERE |S

NO DISPOSI-TION TO GLOAT OVER THE DISCOMFITURE OF THE UMIOMISTS.
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