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SUMMARY

MY TELNOS 798-800: NGLO-1R|ISH AGREEMENT: TDAIL DEBATE <://

1. UNDER PRESSURE FROM H1S PARTY MR HAUGHEY IS ADCPTING A

MORE CONCILIATORY LINE ON THE AGREEMENT. THE TAOISEACH IS

VERY CHEERFUL AND EXPECTS A MAJOP|TY OF 14 FOR THE AGREEMENT.
Lo daaddy 137)
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2. | MET DR FITZGERALD AT A SOCHLAL OCCASION LAST NIGHT.

HE WAS IN EBULLAENT FORM, HE SAID THAT THE FIANNA FAIL

PARTY MEETING THAT MORNING HAD PUT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE ON

MR HAUGHEY TO MODERATE HIS LINE OVER THE AGREEMENT. A PROPOSAL
THAT AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THEIR AMENDMENT FIANNA FAIL SHOULD
ABSTAIN ON THE MOTION ENDORSING THE AGREEMENT RATHER THAN VOTE
AGAINST IT HAD SOME SUPPORT, AND MR HAUGHEY HAD ONLY BEEN ABLE

TO BRING THE DISCUSSION TO A HALT BY INSISTING THAT THE DECISION
BE TAKEN BY THE FRONT BENCH GROUP AND NOT BY THE PARTY AS A WHOLE.
(THIS GROUP, WHO ARE ENTIRELY DEPENDENT ON HIM, SUBSEQUENTLY
AGREED TO VOTE AGAINST THE MOTION.) DR FiTZGERALD WAS VERY HAPPY
AT THE DEFECTION OF M{SS MARY HARNEY FROM F1ANNA FAIL. HIS

PARTY HAD BEEN TRYING TO EVADE THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE DAIL
TO ENABLE HER TO SPEAK BUT THE PLOT HAD GOT OUT AND HAD FAILED.
NEVERTHELESS, HE BELIEVED THAT WITH HER DEFECTION THE GOVERNMENT
MAJORITY WOULD BE 14, WHICH | BELIEVE TO BE THE HIGHEST SINCE

HE TOOK OFFICE AT THE END OF 1982,

3, THE PRESS PUBLISHES SOME ACCOUNT OF THIS INTENSE PARTY
ACTIVITY YESTERDAY, WHICH ENDED WITH MR HAUGHEY DECLARING

PUBLICLY THAT IF THOSE WHO WERE COMM|TTED TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
CONFERENCE COULD USE 1T *''TO AMELIORATE THE CONDITION OF THE
NATIONALIST COMMUNITY (% NORTHERM IRELAND, WE COULD NOT AND WOULD
NOT WISH TO PUT ANY DIFFICULTIES IN THEIR WAY,.''

GOODISON
i fi (58

DLLNAN 0524




