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ANGLO—I{RISH AGREEMENT: DAL DEBATE

SUMMARY

1. AT THE END OF THE LOW KEY DAIL DEBATE LAST NMIiGHT THE GOVERN-
MENT MOTHON ENDORSENG THE ANGLO-IRESH AGREEMENT WAS APPROVED BY
88 VOTES TO 75. FUANNA FAIL SPEECHES ON THE LAST DAY

WERE MORE CONCILATORY THAX HITHERTO.

DETAYL

2. THE LAST DAY OF THE DAIL DEBATE ON THE ANGLO—-IRISH AGREEMENT
SAY A MORE CONCILATORY MOOD AMONG FIANNA FAIL TDS. MARY
O'ROURKE (F-FANNA FAIL FRONT BENCH SPOKESMAN ON EDUCATION) SPOKE
SORROWFULLY OF DIFFERENCES WITH THE SDLP AS '"JUST A FALLING

OUT BETWEEN FRIENDS', SHE WAS CONCERMED THAT THERE WAS A DANGER
THAT THE BRATISH WOULD NOW FEEL 'THAT :#S THE END OF THE [RISH
PROBLEM', SEAMUS BRENNAN (F FANNA FAIL DISSIDENT WING) WENT SO
FAR AS TO SAY THAT THERE WERE 'POSITIVE DETAILED ASPEVTS' 1IN THE
AGREEMENT WHICH WOULD HELP TO CALM FEARS. WHTHIN THE MINORITY

PN THE NORTH, BUT THE DOCUMENT COULD NOT BE SAID TO EE THE FINAL
WORD AND THERE WAS LECITIMATE SCOPE FOR GENUINE RESERVATIONS
WHECH SHOULD BE STATED #N THE DAIL. HE 'DID NOT THINK THERE WAS
ANYBODY WHO WOULD WANT TO OBSTRUCT WHAT WAS AN EXPERIMENT'.

HE CALLED FOR AN END TO DIVASIONS AMONGST MATIONALISTS. BOEEY
MOLLOY (FFANNA FAIL) SAID THAT WHILST THERE WERE PARTS OF THE
AGREEMENT THAT COULD IMPORVE THE SATUATION CF THE HATIORALIST
COMMUNITY, TO WHICH HE WOULD GIVE 'QUAL IF HED SUPPORT', THE
GOVERNMENT WAS SEEKING SUPPORT FOR THE AGREEMENT AS A WHCLE,
(NCLUDIMG ARTICLE 1 WHICH GAVE A VETO TO UNIONISTS. HE COULL
NOT ACCEPT THAT, BUT WISHED MR BARRY WELL IN HIS WORK IN THE NEW
CONFERENCE .

3, WINDING UP FOR FLANNA FAIL, BRIAN LENFHAN SA{D THAT LT WAS
IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THE AGREEMENT WAS A SIGNED TREATY AND
NOT JUST A STATEMENT OF #NTENT OR A COMMUNIQUE. UMNLESS ARTICLE
1. WAS RENEGOTIATED THE IRISH GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PRECLUDED FROM
RAISING THE ISSUE OF IRISH UNITY ATANY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
OR JUDICIAL TRIBUNAL. BY VOTING AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT MOTION
FIANNA FAIL WISHED TO OPPOSE THE FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE THAT 1T

HAD BROUGHT TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL POS!ITION BUT ''WE ARE NOT
REJECTING ANY MEASURES OR ATTEMPTS UNDERTAKEN UNDER THE
AGREEMENT TO [MPORVE THE SITUATION OF THOSE WHO Live IN THE
TORTURED MORTH OF IRELAND''., FIANNA FAIL COULD NOT ACCEPT THE
LEGITIMISATION OF PARTITION, OF BRITISH SOVEREIGNTY OR OF THE
BRITESH PRESENCE N IRELAMD: ''OUR WHOLE PURPOSE OF A POLKTICAL
MOVEMENT 'S THE PURSUIT OF A UMITED IRELAND BY POLITICAL MEANS'®
THE PROPOSED CONFERENCE WAS NEFTHER EXECUTHVE NOR CONSULTATIVE,
BUT SOMETHING LESS. HE CALLED FOR A CONSTHTUTIOMAL CONFERENCE.
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4, <IN H|S CONTRIBUT{ON, DES O'MALLEY, INDEPENDENT (EX-FF) SAID
THAT THE H{LLSBPOROUGH AGREEMENT WAS NO LESS (IMPORTANT THAN
SUNNINGDALE AND HE HOPED IT WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL., HE UNDERSTOOD
WHY UNIONISTS FELT BETRAYED, BUT IT SHOULD BE MADE CLEAR TO

THEM THAT THE LACK OF CONSULTATION WAS NO-ONE'S FAULT BUT THEIR
OWN, AT THE HEART OF THE UMNIONIST FEARS WAS THE ANXIETY THAT
OTHERS MIGHT ACT TOWARDS THEM AS THEY HAD ACTED [N THE LAST

50 YEARS. THE DAIL SHOULD REASSURE THEM THAT THIS WAS NOT SO.
LIKE MANY OTHER SPEAKERS O'MALLEY CALLED UP THE SPIRLT OF LE VALERA,
SAYING THAT F HE AND OTHER FOUNDER MEMBERS OF FI1ANNA FAl

HAD BEEN ASKED TO VOTE FOR THE AGREEMENT ''DOES ANYBODY THINK
THAT THEY WOULD NOT SUPPORT T ?''. THE AGREEMEMT WAS, O'MALLEY
SAYD, CONSISTENT WIFTH THE FORUM REPORT AND HE WOULD SUPPORT T
*13ECAUSE #T IS RIGHT ... BECAUSE FOR THIS HOUSE TO REJECT T
WOULD BE UNTHINKABLE''., THE AGREEMEMT REPRESENTED A WHOLE NEW

CONCEPT IN ANGLO—IRISH RELATHONS.

5, COALFKTION DEPUTIES MAINTAINED THEIR POSITION OF CAUTIOQUS
SUPPORT FOR THE AGREEMENT. MERVYN TAYLOR, THE LABOUR CHIEF
WHIP, SAID THAT HE HAD FEARS ABOUT-#T, BUT THESE WOULD HAVE

BEEN MORE SER{OQUS If THE SDLP'S POSET:ION HAD BEEN DIFFERENT.

THE FACT THAT THEY FOUND THERE WAS HOPE AND PROMISE IN THE
AGREEMENT WAS THE MAJOR FACTOR IN GOING ALONG WITH T, WITHOUT
DEROGATION FRCM THE ASPIRATION TO NATIONAL UNITY, MINISTER FOR
LABOUR RUAIRE QUENN (LAB) SAID THAT THE AGREEMENT REPRESENTED

A POSKTIVE BASIS FOR FRUETFUL D{ALOGUE AND ACTION BETWEEN

THE TWO TRADFTIONS N NORTHERN IRELAND. N ESTABLISHING THE
REPUBLIC'S REGHT TO REGULAR FORMAL PARTHCIPATION EN THE AFFAIRS
OF NORTHERN RELAND IT CONSTETUTED AN [MPORTANT STEP TOWARDS
BREAKING THE POUITICAL DEADLOCK WHICH HAD CHARACTERISEL NORTHERN
POLITICS SIMNCE 1920. MR BARRY'S SPEECH, WINDING UP FOR THE
GOVERNMENT, (MY TELNO 808) FOCUSSED ON POINTS RAISED BY

DEPUT1ES DURING THE DEBATE.

6. THE DAKL DIVIDED ON THE FHAMNA FAM. AMENDMENT TO THE

MOTHON (PARA 2 OF MY TELNO 797). THIS WAS DEFEATED BY 83 VOTES
TO 75. THE GOVERNMEMT MOTION WAS THEN APPROVED BY THE SAME
MARGIN. MARY HARNEY TD (FF) WAS THE ONLY DEPUTY TO BREAK

PARTY RANKS, F+4NE GAEL AND LABOUR TD'S WERE ALSO JOINED

BY DES O'™ALLEY (‘INDEPENDENT) AND THE 2 WORKERS PARTY DEPUTIES.,
FIANMA FAIL RECEIVED THE VOTES OF NEIL BLAHEY (IMD FF) AND TCNY
GREGORY (.IND). EDDIE COLLINS (FF) WAS ABSENT ON A VISIT OVERSEAS
AND WAS PAIRED.
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