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REPUBLIC OF {RELAND: PQLITICAL SCENE

4, VHEN DR FITZGERALD MEETS THE PRIME MINISTER ON

WEDNESDAY |T WiLL BE AGAINST A VERY DIFFERENT DOMESTIC POLITICAL
BACKDROP FROM THAT LAST NOVEMBER. HE WiLL RETURN HOME ON

o0 FEBRUARY TO FACE A VOTE OF KO CONF I|DENCE PUT DOuWN BY FIANNA
FAIL IN REPONSE TO LAST WEEK'S GOVERNMENT RESHUFFLE. THE
GOVERNMENT fS EXPECTED TO SURVIVE THE VOTE WITH A MAJORITY OF
FOUR, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY IN HIS OWN PARTY WHOSE CONF | DENCE
IN THE TAO}SEACH HAS BEEN SHAKEMN BY WHAT MOST SEE AS A PANICKY
AND BOTCHED JOB.

o. UNDERLY!ING BOTH THIS AND THE TAO{SEACH'S OTHER IMMEDIATE
WORRIES (PUBLIC REACTI{ON TO THE BUDGET AND TO PROPOSALS TO

CLOSE SOME HOSPITALS AND A THEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE = HARDLY
THE STUFF CRISES ARE MADE OF) S CONCERN AT THE LONGER TERM
PPOSPECTS. AFTER A MOMENTARY IMPROVEMENT 1IN ITS STANDING AFTER
THE ANGLO-{RISH AGREEMENT IN NOVEMBER, THE GOVERNMENT IS NOW

AT ITS LOWEST EBB SINCE IT CAME TO OFFICE 1IN DECEMBER 1982.

A POST-BUDGET OPINION POLL, PUBL{SHED LAST WEEK, GAVE

FINE GAEL ONLY 23 PER CENT AND THEIR COALITION PARTNER, LABOUR,
ONLY 4 PER CENT. BY CONTRAST , MR HAUGHEY'S F!AH@A FALL POLLED
LOPER CENT AND THE MEWLY FORMED PROGRESS!|VE DEMOCRATS (PDS)

o% PER CENT. WITH NO EASY OR OBVIOUS POLICY OPTIONS AVAILABLE

TO DR FITZGERALD HE APPEARS TO HAVE DECIDED THAT HE COULD IMPROVE
MATTERS BY IMPLEMENTING A GOVERNMENT RESHUFFLE ORIGINALLY MOOTED
LAST AUTUMM. IN THE EVENT T ALL WENT WRONG. DR FITZGERALD WAS
UNABLE TO PREVAIL OVER THE WISHES OF THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH

(THE LABOUR DEPUTY LEADER) TO STAY IN HIS JOB. THIS THREW

THE TAOISEACH'S PLANS R{GHT OFF COURSE, AND THE RESULTING SHUFFLE
MAKES VERY LITTLE SEHSE. HENCE FIANNA FAIL'S MOTION OF NO

CONF IDENCE IN THE TAOISEACH, WHO, THEY CLAIM HAS SHOWN THAT

HE 1S NOT ABLE TO EXERCISE H!S CONSTITUTIONAL DUTY OF

APPOINTING MINISTERS ON HIS SOLE AUTHORITY.
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3. THE MAIN RE FOR E RREN IR RI IS THE SUDDEN

AND DRAMATIC EM N )F THE PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS. IN THE

TWO MONTHS SINCE T ] RMAT |ON BY TwWO FORMER FIANMA FAIL

, DES O' MALLEY AND MARY HARNEY , THE PDS HAVE TAKEN THE
PUBL IC BY STORM AND THREATEN TO BREAK THE OLD POLITICAL MOULD.
FIME GAEL ARE TORN IN THEIR REACTION: THE PDS=SEEM LlKELY

T0 DAMAGE THE PARTY'S ELECTORAL PROSPECTS BUT WOULD BE MUCH

MORE COMFORABLE COALITION PARTNERS THAN LABOUR, AND MIGHT {NDEED
ENABLE DR FITZGERALD , RATHER THAN MR HAUGQEY TO FORM A
GOVERNMENT AFTER THE NEXT ELECTION. LABOUR MINISTERS WHO NEED TO
RETAIN IMPORTANT JOBS IF THEY ARE TO HOPE FOR VOTES NEXT TIME,
RESENT THE S!GNS THAT FINE GAEL WOULD BE HAPPY TO DITCH THEM

IN FAVOUR OF MR O'MALLEY. THIS COMBINED WITH LABOUR'S DISASTROUS
SHOWING IN THE POLLS, DROVE THEM AT LAST TO MAKE A STAND ON THE
RESHUFFLE AND WILL MAKE THEM INCREASINGLY PRICKLY IN MONTHS TO
COME. AS |T HAPPENS, TH!S WEEK SEES THE BEGINING OF A DEBATE

- IN PRIVATE MEMBER'S TIME- ON A BABOUR PARTY BiLL FOR A
REFERENDUM TO PERMIT DIVORCE. THE TAOISEACH HAS ADVISED FINE
GAEL DEPUTIES.TO VOTE AGAINST THE BiLL, TO GIVE HIM TIME

TO CONSULT THE CHURCHES ON H TO PROCEED (A TRANSPARENT DELAYING
TACTIC). |IF, AS NOW SEEMS LIK THE LABOUR PARTY BILL

FAILS BECAUSE OF FINE G ?S'*!OI RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
COALITION PARTNERS ARE LIKELY TO BE FURTHER QOURED

TDS

4. IN ALL H!S PRESENT VOES, ECONOMIC AS WELL AS POLITICAL,

THE ONLY THING WHICH HAS REALLY CGONE RI1GHT FOR DR FITZGERALD IN
RECENT MONTHS 1S THE ANGLO-iRISH AGREEMENT. LAST WEEKS VOLL
AGAINS SHOWED THAT AN OVERSHEL IMING MAJORITY (69PER CENT) IN
THE REPUBLIC FAVOUR THE AGQEE“EVT, AND THINK MORE HiGHLY

OF DP F{TZGERALD BECAUSE OF 1T. HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE PRIME
MINISTER WILL BE OF GREAT |MPORTANCE TO HIM, NOT MERELY BECAUSE
HE WANTS THE AGREEMENT TO BRING PEACE AND STABILITY TO THE NORTH
BUT ALSO BECAUSE !T WILL STRESS HIS IMAGE AS ONE OF ITS
ARCHITECTS.
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