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NORTHERN IRELAND: SITREP

Now looking rather worse, mostly as a result of intimidation,

some of it rather nasty.

Roads

Frequent attempts to block roads, with the police and army

efficient in reopening them.

Buses

Good service.

Trains

Mostly not running,

Airport

Now closed after operating for some hours this morning.

Schools

Mostly closed.

Industry

Patchy, with large-scale absenteeism in Protestant-dominated

areas, usually as a result of intimidation.

Civil servants

Some difficulties but generally at work.




Intimidation

Quite bad in some areas with attacks on cars and threats. RUC

being told to be more active in stopping it.

Media tendency to reporting the strike as a qualified success.
Northern Ireland Ministers emphasising the scale of
intimidation, for which the Unionist leaders cannot absolve

themselves of responsibility.

3 March, 1986. 1300 hours
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SITUATION REPORT - 0001 TO 0300 HOUDS MONDAY 3 MARCH 1988

Public Opinion - no early comment.

Tublic Order

a. Rocads (Blockages)
While prior to midnight and in the early hours of the
morning several barricades were built or attempts made
to build Police were qguickly on the scene to remove the
obstructions where circumstances permitted. In the west
of the provance the locations where such actions commenced
were Donemana, Strabane and Omagh. Action to build

barricades was also taken in Belfast {2}, Lisburn {1) and

Bangor {1).

Damage to Property

A fire of unknown souce occurred in a pub in Omagh. A signal
box was set on fire on the main Belfast/Bangor line (near

+o Bangor).

Intimidation

Six pickets appeared early at Kilroot Power Station. Night

shift workers at Glen Mouldings Factory. Rangor, were
{incimidat=d and left. At McCleerys Factory, Ballygowan,
night shift workers received threatening phone calls and
left work. The IDB security wman at the Cutts, Dunmurry,
received a threagqning call and was advised workers would

not be turning up ‘for work.
Shots were fired allegedly at East Bridge Street, Belfast,

and two houses belonging to Police Officers in Lurgan were

petrol bombed. There was slight damage and no casualties.

Electricity

At 0130 hours DED reported no apparent problems on the

electricity front.

Departmental Response

DOE taking action on roads blocked by trees at Upperlands,
County Londonderry and Hightown Road, Horseshoe Bend, Belfast.
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. B ggblic ooinion
© DowntoMn Radio at 6.00 an reported closure of Kl, clomed with oiLt'i
and najls. Other minoT roads had been closed during the night b--};
¢hese had been clearsd by Police and firemen. Eelfast Barbour
Airport had closed down for the day but Aldergrove intenéed to
keep goling as long as possible. vhe Larne-Scottisgh gervices had

closed c¢own ¢or at least 12 hours.

There had been oné€ confirmed case of intimidation at Glen nouldin.g
in Bangor where about 20 men had forced the night shift to leavn.jj
Brian Feeney (SDLP) said 20 KIES workers had been told they B
would also be forced to cease work: the porenge Order in pelfact

a number of workers had been warned by their exploOyers of the
consegquences of stopping work. - At Aarland and Wolif, Dr Faisley
and Mr Robinson had been at the shipyard gates where 60 pickets

had gathered. There was also going to be a large picket &t
stormont, the station reported.

Public Order

a. Roads
since 0301 hours there has been an increase in the pumber of

rosds blocked. The major incidents both occurred on the Ml
where oll spillages between Lisburn and Stockman's Lane and
2 miles beyond Lisburn towards Moira have closed the motorway.

Daxage to property
Bothing reported..

Intimidation
Bothing reported.




Zlectricity
Output reduced from 570 ¥W to 500 from €290 hours, Rothing
. expected to happen until after 0600 hours when power nesds topr

be increased and at 0700 hours shifts change.

Departmentel Response

j. DpOr informed of road blockages and are attending to thesa £
ii. All Quiet in Prisons.

ifi. DHSS report no problems.




ADDERDUH

plectricity
Banbridge and Ennjskillen are without electricity. Load shedding

is now in cperation.

Ports
Larne - will be closed from 7.00 am to 7.00 pm.

Tr vessel will not sail st 8.00 aw.

B=lfast - no sailing to Holyhead, Garston, Ardrossan. €0 pickets

at Dee Street entrance to harbour up to 1.00 am,

1 vessel at Richardson's Wharf being worked. If eufficient men

turn up it is planned to resume work of loading tanker.

Warrenpoint - nothing happening.
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INCIDENTS LOG - 2200 HOURS 2 MARCH 1986-0300 HOURS 3 MARCH 1986

0107 Hours 3 March 1986 2 Petrol boxt attzcks on RUC houses
in Lurgan at 0020. Orme isn Gilferd
Road and one in Toberhenny Lane. Sligh

damage no casualties.

2353 Hours 2 March 198¢& Barricade on fire at Sidney Street West/
¥1ll Street, Belfast - presumed to

have been dealt with.

0010 Hours 3 March 198% Tree cut down at Mackna Road, Upperland

County Londonderry.

2 Trees down, Upper Hightown Road,

Horseshoes Bend - DMSO in attendance.

0040 Hours Report of 6 pickets near Xilroot Power

Station.

2258 Hours 2 March 1986 25 yourhs 1lit fire at side of main
Belfast /Holywood Road near Tillysburn

Roundabout. No damage.

0001 Hours 3 March 1986 Intimidation at Glen Mouldings Factory,
Balloo Avenue, Bangor - Night shift

threatened by 20 men and all left.

0016 Hours Small barricade at Primacy Park, Bangor

removed by Police.

B AL O e B Saall barricade. = Prince Rilliam RA.....
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Lisburn {wdod and bricks) - 4 ycuths

ran away,

Hours Threatening cxll to secursty man &1t

IDB Plant, The Cutts.

Attempt to block Ballyearl Drive,
Newtown:abbey, using car - ran away when

Police arrived.

Railway Signal Box, Brunswichk Road,
Bangor, on fire - Fire Service

extinguished it.

Station Road, Ballymagorry {(Strabane).

Blocked - minor road - Police standing b

Main Street, Donnemanna, blocked by
tractors etc - Police standing by,
Duncastle Rcad, Donnemana blocked by

tractor.

2330 Hours 2 March 1986 Fire in pub in 7 John Street, Owagh - 3
storey building with flate above - no

report of injuries.

0025 Hours 3 March 1986 Report of large boulders on main Omagh/

Drumguin Road, 3 miles out of Omagh -

Police cleared road.

e N L E oSt Sl | .‘




2316 Hours 2 March 1986 cCleerys .Factery, Ballygowan - work

force out nfter threatening phone calls.

0111 Hours 3 March 1986 2 shots heard East Bridge Street, Police

checked area negative results.
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SITUATION REPORT - (616 HOURS TC 0800 HOURS

1. Public Opinion
7.30 am

BBC news: not significantly cifferent from earlier sitrep.

Downtown: reports that Newtownards, Comber and Hillisle closed
by vehicles. Also says there are unconfirmed reports that on
Portadown-Armagh road men were stopplng cars and letting down

thelr tyres.

Public Urder

a. PRoads
Since 6.15 there has been no significant increase in the
number of the roads blocked. Blockages at the Aé and the
West Link have been declared hoaxes and cleared but the
Craigantlet route 13 now blocked at Clandeboye Estate.
Fairly remot that roads service will be able to assist quickl:
at Ml1.

Damage to Froperty

Nothing reported.

Personal Injuries

Nothing reported.

Intimidation

Nothing reported.

Transgort

Rail - crews have not reported for duty at York Road Station .
the first crew has not reported at Lisburn. It 1s unliikely

that a rail service will operate north of Ballymena. Only

service operating Belfast to Bangor. Suspect devicc at

Lisburid = Aray:dealing.

Bus - Ulsterbus report a patchy turn up of drivers. Patchy

service throughout RNorthern Ireland still too early.

Aldergrove - 1lst flight delayed - inadequate fire cover.
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Ballynahinch was declared 2 hoax and cleared by

NCe new 1ncidents reported,

Electracity

The Chief Executive of the NIES reported that output up to
now has been better than expected but demand is beginning to

slightly outstrip supply. Fowever Ballylumford is now

threatening t0o close as workers are occupying the control 1o0o0:
and attempting to iorce engineers to reduce ocutput. The
workers are expected to jJoin dackers for a parade through
Larne this morning. The shift change at 8.09 amn will be
critical and 1f Ballylumford closes i1t will involve an

B hour shutdown affecting approximately two thirds cf the

Province.
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REPORT AS AT 9am (d“al\,u\\ Ao d’ﬂM oot MWCM l°)>

1. " Publiiic N@pinieon

Both local radio and national TV reporting that although
some roads remain blocked many have been cleared by the
RUC. Downtown reported at 8am that buses were moving
fairly normally in the City Centre and a number of people
were walking to work. At 8 .30am, the station said that
Belfast remains relatively quiet.

A number of schools have been forced to close because

of lack of heat, Electricity cutbacks in some areas were
reported as were the cancellation of sailings from Larne
to Scotland. At 8.30 Downtown reported that a policeman
had been shot in the leg at the RFD Factory in Seymour
Hill in Dunmurry which is being picketed.

2 aPubil e Order

a) Roads:

Following blockages reported-Dual Carriageway between
Newtownards and Belfast, M2 at Sandyknowles, Raven
fill Road. Some cars burned in Tennent Street.
Cavalcade at Carryduff has left one lane open. Report
of road block on main Banbridge/Portadown Road at
Guilford close to RUC Station. 6 roads blocked in the
Waterside area of Londonderry. Reports of a large
number of Road Blocks in the galgorm Area of Ballymena
one car damaged. Blockage at”Rathgael has been cleared
and elsewhere is reported all clear. Difficulties
have been reported in getting out of Bangor where all
roads have heavy traffic which does not seem to be
moving. There is no obvious sign of reason for

delay.

Damage to Property

Nothing Reported

Personal Injuries

There was an accidental discharge at Seymour Hill
following which a police officer was taken to hospital
his condition is not serious. The incident involved

a tussle with a crowd of youths who were attempting

to prevent him going on duty.




Intimidation

Nothing Reported

Transport

i) Rail

Suspect device at Lisburn now cleared.

ii) Buses

No change.

4: 145) Airports

First flight to London has taken off and a number ofiE
flights have landed. Fire Service is sufficient but
traffic is Timited,

TEDS

Suspect Device reported at Ballykinler in two beer
kegs, bomb disposal have been alerted.

Electricity

Supplies have been cut off, in the following areas.
ARDS Peninsular, East Down, Western Half of Co Down,
Co Armagh, (but not North Armagh or Craigavon),

South of Londonderry City and 4 pockets in Co Antrim,
Rasharkin, South of Antrim Town, Port Glenone, and
East of Ballymena.

(487 MW local shedding, 104 MW).
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1. Public Opinion

Jowntown reported at 9.30 am that about 200 masked yocuths were
Petrol pombing Police in North Belfast. The Policeman shot at
the RFD factory in Bummurry (reported on 9.00 am sitrep) had

baen 1njured by his own gun during ar incident with pickets,
The "meals on wheels”™ service in Craigavon was suspended teoday,
stdtion reported. Relfast Clty centre was quiet, with many

people walking to work.

Public Order

a. Roads

Roads 11 central Belfast are open. Main Belfast/Newtownards
road blocked. Back roads open.

Damage to Property

Perrol bombing of residents €ars in North Belfast confirmed.

Minimal damage. Situation under control.

Personal Injuries

Nothing reported,

Intimidation

Nunber  of youths boarding bhuses in Ballymena erea with baseball
bats. 14 masked rmen on fewcastie/Clough Road with car and digger
stopping traffic. some disruption of postal services. ;

Transgort

Rail - Service available on Belfast, Bangar, Lisburn, Portadown

oA

lines. Normal service on Dubiin line. No service Londonderry

or Larne,
Bus - Citybus eperating throughout city,
Adergrove - Dan-Air flight to Gatwick has left. Bratish

Midland flight cancelled dupe to lack of passengers. British

Alrways flight delayed as a result of problems with tarmac crew,
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Pbrts
Belfast -~ 6 ships in Port, only one being worked. all ITGwWU

dockers arrived for work as normal but very few ATGWU,

Larne - No sailings expected until after 7.00 p=,
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CONFIDENTIAL |

warrenpoint and Newry - Both ports working normally.

Electricity

About 25% load shedding. Demand not as high as expected.
Ballylurford enough staff to run onec unit out of SRHNTTS
Belfast wWest new shift has reported for duty. Coalkeeragh -
chift in. New areas cut off:- West of Lough Neagh - Cookstown
and Stewartstown. Outskirts of Belfast - Knock, Malone. Area
which have been cut off - no indication when service will be

resumed.

Plant deta:ls: Kilroot Megawatts
Ballylumford Megawatts
keliast Megawatts
Coolkeeragh Megawatts

Megawatts
145 Megawatts load sharing,

Industry

Shorts virtually closcd down. Senior management and senior admin
staff in place. Numbers get progressively smaller down the systenm
20% of technical Jesign team present bul no supervisors ané shop

floor workers except one rivetter. Peaccful picket no intimidatio

health Services

Strabane Hospital - generator not working properly. Electrician
held up by pickets and road blocks,

Eastern Board - patchy turnout by laurndry staff and porters. Staff
turnout at ail Board HQs rot high at the moment. Problems not

great at present.
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public Opinion

BBC at 10.00 am reported that workers have taken over the control room
at Ballylumford. BBC say they have received many reports of.
intimidation @snd also allegatiéns that the RUC were standing by and
taking no action. women goang into Gallagher's plant in Ballymena
were spat upeRn ard attacked with sticks. Mr Robinson (pDrp) said there
was massive support for the strike and denied that loyalists had been

responsible for any imtimidation or violence,

CANFIDENTIAL
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1. Public Opinion -
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Downtown at 11.00 am reported that a loyalist packet in
Londonderry was injured after a van smashed into a picket 1line.
Dr Paisley has complained to the RUC that a Policeman pointed a
gun at a2 picket line. Many roads were blocked anéd strikers
claimed that many towns :n Tyrone, Armagh and Down were blocked
oLt .

VLI

NIC has dismissed claims that Striaers had taken over the

et

Ballylumford contral room. The station said there had been
numerous complaints of intimidation and Police inactivity in
clearing road blocks. Harland and Wolff said 10 to 15% of

a3p
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their workers had turned up.

BBC at 11.00 am reported that reports of widespread intamidation
were inCreasing and callers to the BBC were alsc complaining of

RUC anactivity. A Preshyterian minister, in an interview, told of

RIS RIS

Che 2

intimidation on the Newtcwnards koad while RUC stood by.

gl’

Industry: Most industrial firms have some workers in but "in some
Case the effect of pickcting has been devastating™. NIO Jdenied

Ballylumford workers takeover in control room.

]
2

Public Order
a. Roads
Cookstown is reported cut off whilst Comber isolated earlier isg
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now clear. 1t is reported that Armagh and Tandragee are_c£r(“tl

virtually sealed off by demonstrators. Traffic is being Buecr ey

in both Qirections on the Dromare by-pass. Traffic in

Belfast City centre is only about one fifth of wvhat could

normally be expected. The Army is dealing with 2 oil slicks

on the Ml motorway, one at Ballyskeagh Bridge and one west of %;

Lisburn - it is hoped to CiLFlethe rotorway RS Soonv £ PoSSIQ(}‘E}E
- I ' 3

4

Generally, althaugh there are a lot of traffic blocks, people ‘f

. $7-

are getting through with perserverance,

Damage to Property
Nothing reported. ?

-
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€. Personal Injuries

Nothing reported.

Intimidation

Several :ncidents have been Teported in the Portadown and
Lisburn areas and sone intimidation has been directed towards
Du Pont workers in Londonderry. Some schools have had to
close due to intimidation of bus dravers and school meals

personnel .

Transegrt

Trains - Correction to PIevVious report - service is operationa’
Bangor to Lisburn only. North bound traians are running as far

as Portadown. i

Buses - Service is reasonably good in greater Belfast area.

Situation in rest of Province is unclear,

Rirports - Fully operational although some delays caused by
problems with turn-ovt of rarmac crews who deal with loading
and re-fuelling.

Ports

NRothing reported.

Electricity A
NOT FOR PUBLICATION i}oad Snedding 1s now 1E€0 Megawatt§:} All
stations are contributing to the capacity. Some areas’ are

now back on around Strabane, Enniskillen and Omagh while
Carrick and Kilroot areas are now off. NIES reports that
manual workers have walked out at Ballylumford because they
refused to obey a management order that they should Increase
power on the one steam turbine working. Management forced to

St

run turbine down but will Compensate with gas turbines. This
will even up the situation. Management unsure what effeet
this will have on the work force in other stations,

Lk Rl 25 R P SR T

IEDs

Suspect IEDs at Ballykiner ang Rostrevor/Kilkeel road have
been declared hoaxes and cibared, Bomb dispoal are dealing
with confirmed I1ED on Crumlin Road, and will g0 ©On to suspect
devices at “11§$9m9f599§‘Li$b“?" and Sprincfield Read. Ru)faces
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'. Industrz

industrial attendance, in broad tcries, shows high absénteeism
in loyalist areas and good attendance in Nationallist areas. Only
senior management in attendance at Barland and Wolff. Virtvally

nil attendance of other staff.

Public Service
Courts Service - RMs and moat Judges have been able to get to

their appropriate Courts today.

Schools - Widespread closure of schools is reported for various
reasons - lack of heating and electricity, intimidation of bus
drivers, road blocks. The central meals kitchen at Saintfield

was opened but closed due to intimidation.

Social Security Dffices - Two SSOS are reported closed whilst at

others staff have reported trouble nearby. The gencral! impression

nowever s that wost staff have reported for duty to their own or

nearest affice.
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CONFIDENTIAL
E.K.

@ FTERIM REPOET ON ONE-DAY STRIKE - MIDDAY 3 MARCH w

General

The overall tone of the day so far has been restrained with perhaps

predictably patchy responses to the strike call, There are a nuaber

of reports of various forms of intimidation but so far they appear to)

e individeval actions althtough eviaence 1s emerging of massive
s

organised campaigns to close roads and take other more violent action.

The reduct:ion in power supplles 18 producing the electricity cuts
expected but these are being moved arcund to spread the lcad.

Eelfast and Dastrict

<. 1In the city centre the iz i shops are opan but some smaller ones

have remained closed. However the large stores report very little
business and the manager of Marks and Spencers {758 of his staff reported
for work) has said that no one as shopping and he anticipates there

may be difficulties later in ULhe day when the various marches converge

on the City Hall .

i. Many of the more iocalised shopping areas {such as the Lisburn

Road) have staycd closed and there are reports that no filling starioons

are open, In the traditiona)l joyalist strongholds there are alliegations
————————
¢f road blocks, burning cars and groups of men with their faces masked

5topping people going (o work.

4. One of the expected main targets, the Stormont estate, and in
particular Stormont Castle and area, has so far been relatively
untroubled. At 11 om two of the main cnlrances, those at Massey
Avenue and on the Newtownards Road at the foot of the processional

route, were complciely unpicketed. (See footnote)

¥orth West

5. In Londonderry on thc City side of the river business appears to

be normal but in the unionist Waterside district most shops are closed
and some of those that opened were ‘advised in explicit terms to

shut. The Altnagelvin Hospital appears to be working ngrmally but
there are difficulties reported in the New Buildinqsogge:f/ the most
disturbing incidents coming from the area concern car windows being
broken 1n the Dales Corner area - this is likely to have been associated

with attempts to prevent workers from going into Dupont. Considerable

. Ve
fears are being @xpresscd that the proposcd afternoon marches to the
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‘ Prog

Guildhall will ewiw,'\_\

The West

6. Enniskillen, like Belfast, has mwost of the main shops open but

many of the =mall ones have stayed ciosed. The main problem in the
areas seemsS to be associated with roadblocks and the way that they are
being dealt with seems to vary considerably. Therefore Armagh is very
difficult to negotiate but on the other hand blocks on the main roads
into Omagh are ncgotiable the police maintaining access. All the shops

in Omagh are closad.

Other Areas

7. Response to the strike call 1s very patchy with support coming in

those areas where it might be oxpected. Thus small towns like Ballynahinch,
Banbridge and Dromore are completely ¢losed down but on the other hand

other major shopping areas likc Newry appear to be unaffected.

Road Blocks

8. i the morming has progressed reports have started coming in that

—

road blocks are Springing up and that the atmosphere at them is becoming

increasingly tense. There arc reports of cars being damaged at a
major rcad block on thce Belfast-Newry road ncar Dromore. Reliable
Sources commentced that both the Army and the Police have been aware of

this activity {or some time but as yet no action has heen taken to clear
)

the road or to prevent the interference and damage to cars

-
>

Summary
9. The strike has been patchy and at 1ts most effective in the expected
unionist stronghclds. There appears to be a worrying trend towards

road blocks with the increased likelihood of confrontation and violence.

Concern has bren expressed in more than onc area about what may develop
et s e

during the afterncon when the various unionist marches are underway.
|- 2 =

——

At this stage it apbears that the cmergence of the road block tactic
is proving cffective and reports suggest the balance of advartage is

swinging towards the strikers.

—

-

Pclitical Affairs Division

RCB is the only NI1O Dept to be sericusly affected. Apparently the
police did not xnow Quarry House is a Governmcnt building and had not
provided any support and the staff arrived :o be turned away by a

30 strong picket.
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SITUATION REPORT - 1201 HOURS TO 1330 HOURS

1. Public Opinian

BBC and Downtown continued to report widespread intimidation
and allegatians of potice iractivity. Mr McCusker (OQUP} said
“"tens of thousands®™ of workers had responded to the strike
although there had been intimidation by employers. Belfast
Chawber of Trade said two-thirds of shops were open today.
(BBC national TV and ITN both showed pictures of road blocks

with, in some cases, apparent RUC 1nacrivity,

Publaic Order

Roads

Action being taken to clear spilt o1l an M1. Reports
from public ot roads closed by barricades, ete, which

have becn passed to RUC HQ for action.

Damage to Property

Nothing reported.

Personal Injuries

Nothing reported,

Intimidation

x

There have been a number of reports from the public of
iatimidation throughout the Province which have been

rassed to RUC HQ for action.

ifan SEOI ¢

Trains -~ No chaoge.
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Airport -~ Airlines have indicated that they are withdrawing

services due to lack of demand. They will be issuing a

statement to be agreed with NIA early this afternoon which

therefore should not be pre-empted,.

- Caitybus services remain reasonanly geod. Ulsterbus
cannot provide a service in Omagh, Armagh, Portadown, Lurgan,
Lisburn, Coleraine, Carrick and Ballymena.
rorts

Nothing reported.

Electricity

Nothing reported.

MAFF - most food stores closed except in nationalist areas.
Baking trade baked yesterday for today. Plant bakeries in Newry
and Derry in production. Wholesale transport off the road. Grain

513035 90% starffed but no vehicles.

{(a) Kilkeel and Portavogie closed also processing

Ardglass with flect of 12 operating plus processing

3 out ¢f 20 open.
factories closed (lack of warkforce).
no industrial staff
ected yesterday. Today's can be helad at
yvot for

general Moira irect intimidat:icon of workforce, also Newtownards.

A NN e ey

relezce q inspectors have been advised-by

o~

1d trouble.

e

1ty manager.
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103 contacted 3¢ firms - Belfast, Ballymena, Carrick, Larne
80%/90% absentecism. West of Province 5t-10% absenteeism,

Du Pont very few absentees. Killyleagh Flax sent workers home

due to power cuts. Others have started production on reinstatement

of electricity.

Health Services

Na major problems except in Southern Board Area. Emergency service
opetaring but non-emergency services are disrupted. Report of
consultant being turned away from Craigavon Hospital. There is a
situation in Kilkeel as yet unidentified. There is a report that
senjor administrator took exception to pickets at one road-block
and had his tyres damaged. Northern Board - & few day centres

closed. All other services normal.
Security Offices - Portadown closed earlier;:; Newtownards
11.30 am, Lurgan and Larne closed. Ballymena and Lisburn -

f in but no public service. Number of sub-offices not opened.

Communications

BT report laittle inconvenience - only 16% of staff have not been able
1o get to work. On service side, traftic to operators is very

heavy.

Postal - Norwal service for letters deliveries

Holywood and Downpatrick. Rest of Frovance RENY S tame
but went home due to intimidation and pickets. Some postmen at
Bailymoney photographed by pickets. Parts of Newry, Londonderry

(less Waterside) and Enniskillen normal.

Counters - a number of main post offices open, eqgq, Belfast

Londonderry and Enniskillen. Bangor open but under intaimidation

Wewry is alright. Some East and South Belfast offices opened but

a
subsequently closed by intimidation. Many provincial offices not

opened {aj due to insbility to get through: (b) inanility to get

noney to them.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Miscellanevus

Member of public reports UDR men in plain clothes amongst pickets
in Main Street, Dungannon, asking guestions about Anglo-~Irish

Agreement .

CONFIDENTIAL
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WPLTHER REPORT ON ONE-DAY STRIKE - MYD AFTERNOON 3 MARCH

2 clearer picture is emerging of the day's events and developments,

Y. many places there was a very high 1ritial turnout - for exanple

944 of the stafli in Downpatcick Town Hall was a typical figure for
paployment. within the public. service. in addiLion many shops and
businesses opened ea;i; in the day. However as matters have daevaloped
rhere 1s growing conccern ahout thg safety of workers on their way
home. This s largely as d'resdit of rumour pased on anecdotal and

S oae verified‘accbun{s of police inactivity in dealing with road
blocks and other forms of intimidation. ‘- The following example:s arc

typical.

{i) Reliable sources reported an incident in the Nowcastle area

o
in which a female employee of the District Councill:uas

journeying to work, was stopped at an vnofficial road block.
The bl1ock was pot at her work nor associated with aany other
workplace. When she complained to police in the vicinity
she was told they could not interfere with 'an official
picket'. This incident has bcen reported as a complaint

to the Newcastlc police.

Another very rcliable source in Londonderry reports the
closures of businesses following intimidation from & group of
50-60 ‘yobs'. No police were 1n evidence. The same source
personally reported seeing a number of youths attacking 3
derelict house but when he reported this no police arrived.
The widcsprcad belief in Londonderry (he says}) is people will
have trouble getting home and husinesses are closing to
allow them to get home early. There are also unconf 1 rmed

reports of brake pipes being cut on schoal buses.

One of the trouble spots now seems to be Kilkeel where it is
reported that the town is scaled off. There are stories of
cars being burnt and allegations (by a Jocal councillor and

as yet unconfirmad) that Known members of the UDR have taken

part in these activities.

It seems likcly that in the aftermath of the day's actions that one

of the central issues that will atrract political comment is the role
T e e B Y \




My -T 1
EN

©f the police. Their observed lnactivity iwpression
that they have been unable or unwilling to offer adeguate

to the public.

protection
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LUV AT

HOURS TO 1500

¥
hac been
reported and six W e 11 sealed oif bv protesters.
> RUC said a of & 3 had heen made,
P11l

Stk open, traders

1ok Il B e TN
SRS R N

Ml motorway has

Damage

Nathing reported.

Intimidation

There bhave been further reperts from the public of
intimidation throughout the Province which have been

passed to RUC HQ for action,
Transport

Trains NO charnge.

Buses - C(itybus reasonakbly good. Ulsterbus experiencing
operating &ifficulties because af road blocks.
Alrports No change,
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aval.iable,

| T " "
East and Ce:it

16 arrests had been Ireported Frovince-wide

noted for future action,

Public Service

0% of non-industrial civil servants have attended work,

Fire Authority working normally.

A Division of NIG (RCE! 1s not work:ng today - on arrival

staff were met by about 50 pickets who had chained and tied she
the main gate, and staff were not allowed ts pass. There

was no RUC presence during the incident - police did not kanow

that Quarry House is a Government builiding.

Demonstrations

During a parade at Belifas+ City Centre a group of 50 broke
awdy and set fire to « car at Charles Hurst's garage,

Adelaide Street. A crowd of about 200 1e reported near
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oIThATION REPORT - 1501 HOURS TO 1630 HOURS

1. Public Opinion

Local radio stations are reporting on a series of rallys

being heitd in provincial towns. Tie- malin one in Lisburn

has blocked the town with a tractor cavalcade, OUP Leader,
James Moliyneaux, said at the Lisburn demostrat:ion that rumours

of widespread intimidation were highly exaggerated.

The earlier demonstration by a small group of 50 youths,

in Bedforad Street, has passed with minor damage and the news
reports that the city centre s quiet. However, a mob of
about 300 youths overturned a lorry at the junction of
Albertbridge and Newtownards Road. Claims that police used

baton rounds to disperse the crowds have been checked and are

unfounded. Meanwhile, many civil servants have, on their own

J:‘C’ - iggwmin

lnitiative, left work early. Reports of walkouts in considerable

«

fiumbers include Dundonald House, Castle Buildings and works

Service.

TR

A group of Catholic factory workers were attacked leaving the
Lurgan firm Saracen this afternocos. It 1s generally understood
- that the factory was being picketed by Loyalists. Buring the
fracas, policemen were injured, one seriously and one baton

rovnd was used tc guell the antagonists,
Loyalist leaders, according to Downtown News at 1,30 pm, are

claiming that the day of action has been a great success from

their point of view.

2. Public Order

Roads

Further cowplaints frox the public about baxrxcadés,
etc, passed to RUC H?:for action.

ONFIDENTIAL
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b. Damage to Property

Hyster Flant, Craigavon - approximately 200 people
entered complex causing damage to 2 cars and minor

damage tc factory. All quiet now.

Personal Injuries

No further reports.

Intymidarion

Further reports from public of 1ntimidation passed tuo
RUC fer action., Saracen Clothing Factory, Lurqgan, with
mixed workforce has had some trouble. Police iavolved -
] batcn round fired, 3 police injureld. Riots moved to
Mourneview Estate and smaller groups continue to break

windows in hous:ng belonging to RUC personnel.

Transgort

No further reports.

Ports

No further reports.,

Eiectricity

No further reports.
IEDs
Suspicious device at Killowen, near RKilkeel, now cleared

by ATO. Devices at Washing Bay Bridge and Aughnactoy
permanent UCP have been déclared hoaxes. Suspect dJdevice

seen at Gransha Hospital, Londonderry, 1407 ATO taskad,

Arrests

e R I R e i il Binns
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“ndustry

no further reports.

Public Services

Meavy picketarng at Rosepark House. Operations srtaft weac

given permission to leave ziter advice from RUC.

pemonstrations

300 approximately roaming Templerorc Avenue/Dee Street areéd.
Cne lorry overturned. RNo confrontation and no noticeable

direction of travel. vehicle burnt out in Kilkeel, Pacade
with coffin. 200 vehicles/I0Q persens 1In cavalcade in town

at present,

Health Servicces

Castie Buildings, puncéonald House, WOIks Lnit have been told
to go home. Various out-offices :n Belfast, Antram and
Ballymoney have closed at the discretion of local manayers.

Their Operations ROO™ (Benefits) will be closing now {1444).
Admin staff in the four Area Roards have maintained services.
Starting to close cown nNoOwW {1530). Presence will be maintained

at DHSS until told to close py NIO Branch.

Comunicalions

Since this morning the service has worsened. No serwvice at
all in the East. Slight service in the West of the Province.
post Offices in the centre 5f Belfast now all closed due to
trouble and lack of customers. some offices in West still
operating. No collections today except in some small areas

'_m .
in West. As airport 1is closed, no outgoing mail, if situation

eases tonight to allow etaf! in ané if airport re-opens for

incoming mail, scrvices can resune.
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INTERIM REPORT ON ONE-DAY STRIKE - MIDDAY 3 MARCH

1 attach an inrerim Yeport op todayv's activ:

<

a further repurt as the aday proqressos,
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