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SUMMARY,

1. THE END OF AN EELLQLLJE“ ELECTION CAMPAIGN DOMINATED BY THE
ECONOMY AND UNEMPLOYMENT, LAW AND ORDER, IMMIGRATION AND
ACRICULTURE. THE SOCIALISTS BUILT THEIR CAMPAIGMN ON THE THEME OF
RALLYING ROUMD MITTERRAND. AFTEF A NERVOUS START, THE RPR AND UDF
CLOSED RANKS, WITH CHIRAC MAKING THE RUNNING. THE RIGHT ARE EXPECTED
TO EMERGE THE CLEAR WINNERS. BOTH THE COMMUNISTS AMD THE FRONT
NATIONAL APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN SQUEEZED. CHIRAC IS THE FROMT=-RUMNER
FOR PRIME MINISTER, BUT THERE ARE OTHER POSSIleITlFS. A DIFFICULT
PERIOD LIES AHEAD. AS SOCN AS THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ARE OVER,
THE 1988 PRES|IDENTIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN WILL BEGIN. AN EARLY
MITTERRAND RESIGNATION = IN ORDER TO RUN AGAIN = IS POSSIELE BUT NOT
PROBABLE. o - L
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DETAIL.

THE CAMPAIGN

2. FRANCE GOES TO THE POLLS ON SUMDAY TO ELECT 577 DEPUTIES TO THE
NEw ASSEMBLY, |T HAS BEEN AN UNEXCITING CAMPA|GN WHICH HAS EVOKED
LITTLE POPULAR INTEREST OR ENTHUSIASM, DESPITE EXTENSIVE MEDIA
COVERAGE. IN PART THIS 1S BECAUSE THE ARGUMENTS HAVE BEEN GOING ON
SO LONG AND MO ONE HAS FOUND ANY NEW ONES: IN PART BECAUSE THE
SYSTEM OF PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION INTRODUCED FOR THESE ELECTIONMS
HAS AGOLISHED THE OLD CONSTITUENCIES AND WITH THEM MUCH OF THE LOCAL
INTEREST:s IN PART BECAUSE THE POLICIES OF LEFT AND RIGHT ARE CLOSER
TOGETHER THAN HAS BEEN THE NORM FOR MANY YEARS. THE BAD WEATHER HAS
NOT HELPED.

THE = |SSUES.,

3. THE MAIN 1SSUE HAS BEEN UNEMPLOYMENT AMD THE HUGE RISE THAT HAS
TAKEN PLACE UNDER A SOCIALIST (PS) GOVERNMENT ELECTED OMN PROMISES TO
REDUCE IT. 2UT THIS HAS OFTEN BEEN SUBSUMED IN A WIDER DEBATE ABOUT
THE ECONOMY AS A WHOLE . THE SOCIALISTS HAVE BEEN TAKIMNG CREDIT FOR
QEEGETJE_TEFIX?TBE AND MODERNISING [NDUSTRY: THE OPPOSITION HAVE
dEET_X?TACKIWQ THEM FOR BURDENING INDUSTRY WITH FINANCIAL AND
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS, AND FOR MISMANAGI ﬁNIﬂi_ECW'" SO THAT
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ANCE HAS MISSED OUT OMN THE RECNVERY HER PARTNERS HAVE BEEN

ENMJOYING. LAW AND ORDER, AND IMMIGRATION HAVE ALS0 FIGURED

Mu—
PROMINENTLY, PmR1|CULAﬂLY (4 THE CITIES: WHILE IN RUPAL FRANCE THE
OPPOSITION HAS PLAYED TO, AMD PLAYED UP, STRONG FEELING ON
AGRICULTURAL 1ISSUES. FOREIGN POLICY HAS HARDLY RATED A MENTION
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ZEALAND AMD THE TYURENGES AND, IN THE LAST WEEK, THE
Cxbsoed s e it cams
THE HOSTAGES IN LEBANON, OPPOSITION HAVE BEEN CAREFUL

EXPLOIT rwthfi?FE?_TT?T LEAST BE E IT MAY FALL TO THEM TO
SOLUTION AFTER THE ELtCT!W;T), Bl HEY HOPE PRIVATELY THA
WiLL HELP DE’ HE St ST.S' CLAIMS TO BE EFFECTIVE MANAGERS
CONV INCE THE VOTERS THAT THERE HAS BEEN A DECLINE IN FRANCE'S
INTERMAT1ONAL STAMDING UNDER THE SOCIALISTS, WHICH |S SOMETHING THEY

GEAIM THEY WiEL

YEAR AND
THE LAST TV
ESPITE “ITTERRAND'S EFFORTS TO GIVE IT NEW MOWEN
TAKE A PROMINENT ROLE DETERMIMED THE PS
JOSPIN (PARTY FIRST SECRCTARY), COMPARATIVELY LIT
OTHER LEADING SOCIALISTS (INCLUTING FABIUS AND
THE ELECTORATE NOT 50 MUCH
A PROGRAMME AS THE PRESIDEN SEFC HE CAMPAIGN, THEY SET
THEMSELVES TwWO R¢ 5¢ WINNING 30 PERCENT OR MORE OF THE VOTES, AND
REMAINING THE LARGEST N THE NEW ASSEMBLY. THEY MAY FALL JUST
SHORT OF 30 PERCENT BUT SHOULD CERTAINLY REMAIN THE LARGEST SINGLE
PARTY - ALTHOUGH THAT HAS LITTLE PRACTICAL SIGNIF|CAMCE. i -

.

D HHE RPR D W/ IED MERVOUSLY AT THE BEGIN
CAMPAIGN AS THE N THE OPINION POLLS NARROWET
OBVIQUS STRAINMS BETWEEN THEM: AND BARRE THREATEMED
EMBARRASSMENT., BUT THEY CLOSED RANKS, AND IN RECENT

—

SOCIALISTS HAVE FOUND IT MORE DIFFICULT TO EXPLOIT THE
DIVISIONS THAN THEY HAD HOPED OR EXPECTED. CHIRAC HAS
SPPOSITION'S DOMINANT PERSOMALITY, CAMPAIGNING INDEFATIG

4K ING SONME GOOD SPEECHES AND TELEVISION APPEARANCES WHEN

MATTERED. LEOTAPD HAS ALSO PERFOYED WELL. AT THE END OF LAST VEEK,
THE RPR/UDF POLL RATING WAS STEADY ON 43 = 4&4 PERCENT WHICH WOULD
GIVE THEW 300 = 310 SEATS IN METROPCLITAN FRANCE. THEY CAN HOPE FOR
ANOTHER 12 - 15 IN THE DOM-TOMS, WHICH WOULD GIVE THEM A COMFORTAPLE
BUT NOT OVERWHELMING OVERALL MAJORITY OF 50 TO 60 SEATS

6. SUPPORTERS OF THE FRENCH POLITICAL EXTREMES ARE NOTORIOUSLY COY
ABOQUT ADMITTING IT TO THE POLLSTERS, WHICH MAKES AN ASSESSMEMT OF
THE COMMUNISTS (PCF) AND FRONT MATIONAL (FM) PARTICULARLY TDIFFICULT.
HOWEVER, 1T SEEMS HAT BOTH HAVE. SEEN THE IR-VOTE SQUEEZED,
THE PCF, WHIC LATE “AS 1978 iSTILL WON-205PERCENT -OF=THE VOTE, “1'S
WORRIED THIS TIME THAT IT MAY NOT EVEN MANAGE 17 PERCENT. LE PEN,
YEAR AGO, WAS HOPING FOR MORE THAYN 50 ) IS NOW WORRIED
THATTHE BN WILL-EAIL TO WIN THE 30 Tk IEED FOR FORMAL
PARL | AMMENTARY GROUP STATUS. MY GUESS 18 {/ HE “PCE MAY JUST REACH
THE IR MODEST TARGET BUT THAT LE PE) S

THEY NOw EXPECT, THE OPPOSITION WIN ON SUNDAY, CHIRAC
HE FRONT-RUNNER TO BECOME PRIME MINISTER. DESPITE
AL DISCLAIMERS, HE WANTS THE JOB AND HAS T“I D TO AVOID
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SAYING OR DOIHG ANYTHING DURING THE CAMPAIGH WHICH W0ULD GIVE
MITTERRAND A GOOD EXCUSE FOR DENYING IT TO HIM. CHIRAC RECKONS THAT
THE POST HAS BECOME AN EVEN MORE ATTRACTIVE PROSPECT WITH THE FALL
11t OIL PRICES AND THE DOLLAR. HE THINKS HE COULD “AKE A SUCCESS OF
IT. CATCH UP BARRE IN THE POLLS, AND SO RE-EMERGE AS THE RIGHT'S
LEADING PRESIDENTIAL CONTENDER. HE COULD THEN CHOOSE HIS VOPENT 10

CAUSE CRISIS WHICH WOULD FORCE A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.

3. BUT MITTERRAND DISLIKES MAKING THE OBVI0US CHOICE, DISLIKES
CHIRAC, AND REALISES THAT HE WiLL BE THE MOST UNCOMFORTABLE PARTNER
TO TTCONABIT'' WITH. OTHER OPTIONS ARE OPEN TO HIM, ONE IS TO RESIGN
AT ONCE BEFORE A NEW GOVEPNMENT 1S FORMED. THERE HAVE REEN RUMOURS
IN RECENT DAYS THAT IN THE EVENT OF AN OPPOSITION VICTORY, THIS 1S
JHAT HE WILL DO, THUS FORCING A 2UICK PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WHICH HE
BELIEVES HE WOULD HAVE A FIGHTING CHANCE OF WINMING. DUT MITTERRAND
HAS SOME GOOD CARDS IN HIS HAND ANT | WOULD EXPECT HIM TO PLAY THESE
SEFORE RISKING ALL ON A SINGLE THROW. IT 1S A POSSIBILITY WHICH
CANNOT ENTIRELY DE EXCLUDED, BUT 1T LOOKS AT PRESENT MORE LIKE
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE DESIGNED TO KEEP THE OPPOSITION OFF BALANCE.

5. ANOTHER OPTION, AND ONE MUCH CANVASSED, 15 TO NOMINATE SOMEONE
OTHER THAN CHIRAC AS PRIME MINISTER. CHABAN=DELMAS, GI1SCARD, SIMONE
VEIL AND LEOTARD ARE AMONG THE POSSIBILITIES. EACH OF THEM HAS HIS
OR HER ATTRACTIONS AS FAR AS MITTERRAND IS CONCERMNED: AND THE CHOICE
OF ANY OF THEM WOULD PUT GREAT STRAINS ON RPR/UDF COHESION, WHICH
WOULD SUIT MITTERRAND NICELY. IT WOULD BE (N CHARACTER FOR HIM TO
TAKE A LITTLE TIME AND EVEN TO SOUND OUT A NUMBER OF ALTERNATIVE
CANDIDATES BEFORE COMMITTING HIMSELF.

CONCLUS 10N,

10. OPINION POLLS ARE BANNED IN THE LAST WEEK OF THE CAMPA|IGN, SO
THERE 1S NO WAY OF TELLING WHETHER VOTING INTENTIONS HAVE CHANGED IN
RECENT DAYS. THE SOCIALISTS STILL HOPE FOR LATE GAINS, THEY TAKE
COMFORT FROM GONZALEZ'S REFERENDUM VICTORY AGAINST THE 0DOS [N
SPAIN: THEY HOPE THAT MITTERRAND'S RESIGNATION THREATS WILL FRIGHTEN
SOME VOTERS INTO THEIR CAMP: THEY WILL BE CROSSING THEIR FINGERS
THAT MITTERRAND WILL PULL OFF SOME DEAL (AT NO MATTER WHAT COST)
WHICH BRINGS THE HOSTAGES TRIUMPHANTLY HOME FROM LEBANON ON THE EVE
OF POLLING DAY.

11, THLIR HOPES COULD YET BE REALISED: BUT MY GUESS IS THAT THEY,
WILL NOT BE. DESPITE THE RECENT IMPROVEMENT IN THEIR RATINGS, THE
SOCIALISTS REMAIN GENERALLY UNPCPULAR AND DO NOT LOOK CAPABLE OF
DENYING THE OPPOSITION A CLEAR VICTORY. OUR OWM OBSERVATIONS OF THE
CAMPAIGN AROUND THE COUNTRY TEND TO COMFIRM THIS. | THEREFORE STILL
EXPECT THE RPR/UDF TO WIN WITH A CLEAR MAJORITY, OF PERMAPS 40-50
SEATS: AND FRANCE TO HAVE A PRESIDENT AND PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY OF
DIFFERING POLITICAL PERSUASIONS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF
THE FIFTH REPUBLIC. (A WAVE OF EUPHORIA AMD OF SYMPATHY FOR
MITTERRAND AS HE GREETS3 RETURNING HOSTAGES AND TEARFUL RELATIVES OV
NAT IONWIDE TELEVISION COULD REDUCE BUT NOT, | THINK, ELIMINATE THE
VARG I M)
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POLITICAL UMCERTAINTY
CLEAR VICTORS HEY FAGE THE
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\AID IHILE AT THE SAME TIME

NEITHER TASK WILL

FRETWELL
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