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SUMMARY

£, NITZE ACCOMPANIED BY LEHMAN BRIEFED THE COUNCIL ThIS MORNINLG
THE PRESIDENT'S TENTATIVE TECIGIONS

SMANTLING OF TWO POSEIDGH SUBMARINES: MUCH MISGIVING ALOUT TH
ECTS OF A CONDITIONAL DECISION TC SREAK OUT OF SALT 11 LIMIT
=

TUNAN INOUS WELCOYE FOR
Cl
EF
THIS YEAR ON PmOSF:”TS FOR SUMKIT AND GEMEVA TALKS. LEH

ER
WF 1RM

2. AMBASSADORS NITZE AND LEHMAK BRIEFED THE CCUKCIL Tnlid
NITZE'S OPENING STATEMENT (FULL TEXT BY ZAG) FOLLOWEL ALMOST
VEREATIM THE PRESIDENT'S LETTEF TO ALLIED HEADS OF GOVERNMENT (A
COPY OF WHICH WAS ALSO SENT TO LORD CARRINGTON). IN ERIEF AFTER
TRACING THE HISTORY LEADING UP TC THE PRESIDENT'S DECISICN LAST
SUMMER, WITZE SAID THAT THE US FACEL A SIMILAR

THE BEGINNING OF SEA TRIALS FCR THE EICHTA T

THE SITUATION ON RECIPRCCAL SGVIET RKESTRAINT

ALTHOUCH THERE HAD BEEN SOME IMPROVEMENT

ON THE BACKFIRE PRCDUCTICK RATE. THE

FLEXIBILITY TC ADJUST ITS FORWARL DEFENCE

MADE WORSE EY FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES.

APPROPRIATE RESPCNSES TC SOVIET ACTION

BEST USE OF RESOURCES.

3. RETIREMENT OF TWO FURTHER POSEILON EOATS HAD LEEL FLA

THE SCNSIDLE CCURSE FOR ThE IMNEDIATE FUTURE. FUR Tht LOWGER TLRE
THE ADMINISTRATION WOULD RENEW ITS EFFCRT TO SEEK CI=PARTISAN
SUPPORT IN COKCRESS FOR THE ICEM PROGRAMME, THE LCD HAD EEEN
INSTRUCTED TO PREPARE AN ASSESSMENT OF OPTIONS LY NOVEMBER 1326 TO
INCLULE BASINC OPTIONS FOR THE MEZXT FIFTY MX MISCILES, DEVELCFNENT
PROGRAMMES FOR A SMALL MOBILE ICE! OR A SLIGHTLY LARGER ONE
EQUIVALENT TO OR DERIVED FROM THE MINUTEMAN 111 (A MINUTERAR=LIKE
MISSILE) AND AN ADVANCELD ALCM, THE US FACED ANCOTHER LDECISICN PCINT
IN NOVEMBER THIS YEAR WHEN THE 13157 ALC!H ARMED HEAVY EOMILR BLCANE
AVAILABLE. THAT WOULD TAKE THE US UP TC ThE SALT |1 CEILING (122C)
EUT THERE WERE NG OBVICUS QOPTIONE FOR COMPENSATING REDUCTICNS. THE
END OF THE QUCTE EXTRA MILE UNQUOTE WAS COMING INTO VIEW: ThE
RUSSIANS HAL TO GE FACED MITH THIS REALITY,
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. THE DI3CUSSION wHICH FOLLOWEL THERE wAS
ANTLING CF TWO FUR ;
A CONDITIONAL DeCISION 0 BREAK JT GF SALT VI L .
RECOGHITION OF THE PCOR SOVIET RECORI
GLli THAT THE CECISION TO LISHANTLE
g SOVl
HE - GENE
G

lF THE

. COULTL“ T ET PRCPAGANDA AND 1PFROVE
THE CUTLCCK i E SUMMIT ANL

WwITHCUT SOVIET RECIPROCITY ANL

STAGHNATE |T wWOULL BECCME MECESSARY TO COMSIDER CTHER UPTIGNS,

W1 THOUT UNDERMINING THE BASIC PHILGSOPHY OF THE SALT PRCCLSS.
(HORWAY) SAID THAT HIS GCVERMMENT WOULD REPLY BY LETTER. HE
HOWEVER THAT THERE WOULD BE FURTHER CONGULTATION EEFORL ThHE
DEC1S10LS TOWARDS THE END OF THE YEAR, (A POINT ' >
OTHERS). HE ALSC SCUGHT NITZE'S VIEW ON THE

UNRAVELL ING OF THE CURRENT MNUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL REGIME. M REPLY
THIS EITZE SAID THAT THE PRIMARY LIMITATIONS MERE KUMELR ICAL ANL
THAT THE SOVIET UNICN HAL DISHANTLED SYSTENS I[N CRDER TOC STAY
ERQALLY "LThih THEM, HOWEVER SINCE DISHMANTLED SYSTEMS WERE AL
ALWAYS OBSOLETE, IT WAS QUESTI |CKABLE WHETHER THE SALT LIMITS

A GENUINELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON GROWTH OF STRATECIC FORCES.,

£
YEh TALRS CR THE FUTUR

ENEVA PROCESS CONTINUED

6. SHITH (CANADA) WELCO/ED ThE DECISION ON FOSEIDON 30ATS EUT ADELD
THKAT 1T WOULD BE UN¥ISE FOR THE US TO MAKE AR EXPLICIT STTENENT OF
INTENT NOT TO ABIDE 3Y SALT LIMITS LATER IN THE YEAR. CASSIERS
(BELGIUM) ADDED THAT THE MILITARY EFFECTS OF GREAKING Cul OF THE
SALT LIMITS COULD BE DISADVANTAGEQUS (F A SOVIET BUILD uP Ik
RESPOKSE TURNED OUT TO EE MORE RAPID.

7. DRAWING ON YOUR TELEGH DE £ = NC WELCOMED THLC PAST ANL
[MIINENT US DECISIONS ON CON AR & AND SAID THAT IT WOULD
BE UNWISE OF THE US T ROV 2 GAINED TnERERY AMND
IN-THE SUMMIT MEETING, IM s OF THE PERCEPTION OF THE US'S TRUE
CoMMITMENT TO PEACE. : %OST UiWISE FOR THE US TC LINIT
THEIR FREEDON OF ACTION BY MAKING A COMMIT! EXT THEMSELVES TC EXCELD
THE SALT 11 LIMITS COMDITICRAL CH RUSSIAL ACTION EY A SPECIFIC
DEADL INE WHICH THEY WERE UNLIKELY TO TAKE. SUCH ACTION, BY THE US
OWN ADMISSICH, WOULD BE OUTSILE THE SALT 11 LIMITS WHILE THERE
SCOPE FOR DISCUSSION ABOUT WHETHER SOME INST

NOH-COMPLIANCE WERE BEST CHARACTERISED AL

VIOLATICN. SUCH ACTION EY ThE US, ESPECIA

WwOULD SENC THE WRCKG SIGHAL AND SEEICUSLY DAMAGE PULLIC

DEFENCE AND ARMS COMTROL POLICY. KONETHELESS THE RUSCIAN

CAUSE FOR SERIQUS CONCERN. WE nUQT CONTINUE TO PREGS THEM AKD PLA B
UPON THEM THE RESPCNSIBILITY FOR ENDANGERING THE CURRENT ARMS

CONTR oL PROCESS.

. LOHSE (GERMANY) PRESSEL THE US NOT TO UNDERCUT Tht SALT LINWITS
GR SIMILAR REASONS. GODECHCT (FRANCE) AZKED HOM THE US COULED
RECOMCILE A POLICY OF UNDERCUTTIRG THE LIMITS WITH ITS EXPRESSEL
HCPES FOR THE SUMMIT AND FUR THE GEREVA NECOTIATIONS (A QUESTIOR
NITZE HAD LITTLE DIFFICULTY IN ANSWERILG).
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