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1. FOLLOWING .S TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT BOTHA TO MRS

THATCHERs -

BEGINS

DEAR PRIME MIN:JISTER

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF 18 APRIL 1986.

YOU ARE ALREADY +& POSSESS/ION OF MY FOREGN MINISTER'S LETTER OF
ol APRiIL 1986 TO THE CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE COMMONWEALTH GROUF OF
EMINENT PERSONS WHICH CONTAINS THE ANIT AL RESPONSE OF MY GOVERN-
MENT TO THE GROUP'S "NEGOTJATH}G CONCEPT'', AS +INT-IMATED TO YOUR
AMBASSADOR ON 24 APRIL YOUR V:EWS WERE TAKEN I NTG ACCOUNT N THE
FORMULAT.-ION OF THIS RESPONSE AND - HOPE YOU WILL AGREE THAT T
PROV:IIDES A BASIS FOR FURTHER POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS.

OF THE #1SSUES ADDRESSED N MY LETTER TO YOU ON 10 wPRIL. TWO

REMAIN A SOURCE OF CONSIDERABLE CONCERN TO ME AND My GOVERNMENT.
THE F.IRST RELATES TO THE :AMPL:ICAT-EOKS FOR THE SOUTH AFRICAN
GOVERNMENT OF A CONT:INUATION OR ESCALAT:ION OF V/IOLENCE ACCOMPALY.KG
MR MANDELA'S RELEASE OR A SUBSEQUENT RESURGENCE OF GENERAL VIOLENCE
JN THE COUNTRY AS A FORM OF PRESSURE .IN THE NEGOTIAT/ING PROCESS.
NOT ONLY THE:- ANC BUT OTHER PART4ES AS WELL, OR ELEMENTS WITHIN
THEM, ARE ENGAGED rIN A CAMPAIGN OF V-IOLENCE AND WE NEED TO BE
SAT.SF.LED THAT :AT LEAST THE:IR LEADERSHIP AS WELL AS THE ANC LEADER-
SHIP WILL HONOUR COMMITMENTS TO SUSPEND THE(R VIOLExCE. :I DO NOT
WANT TO RIND MYSELF-iN A SITUATHON OF HAVING TO REINSTATE MEASURES
N ORQER T0 CONTROL A POSSIBLE RESURGENCE OF V.OLENCE AND D1 SCCVER
AS YOU ACKNOWLEDGE MIGHT HAPPEN, THAT SOME GOVERNMENTS wOULD SEE
SUCH A DEVELOPMENT, DESPJTE OUR ACT.NG :IN GCOD FAJTH AND W-ITHEN
REASON, AS AN EXCUSE FOR FURTHER PUNIT:VE MEASURES.
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W« ACCEPT THAT THE GROUP MAY NOT BE ABLE TO OFFER ABSOLUTE
ASSURANCES BUT WE SHOULD LMKE AT LEAST TO HAVE CLAR ¥ ICATI.ON

ON A NUMBER OF ASPECTS NHERENT o THIS '1SSUE. THIS 1S WHAT WE
HAVE AN MIND NN SUGGEST'ING TO THE GROUP THAT WwE EMBARK ON FURTHER
DISCUSS:HONS.

THE OTHER MATTER oS THAT OF THE A4MS AND OBJECTHVES OF THE ANC.

4 NOTE YOUR OWN WELL-KNOWN COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRAT.IC VALUES AND
OPPOSIT:ION TO COMMUNISM, TERRORJISM AND TOTALJITAR: AN 1.SM. GOVERNMENTS
WHICH SHARE YOUR VALUES AND BEL:EFS ARE UNFORTUNATELY OUTNUMBERELD
BY SUPPORTERS OF THE ANC AND WHAT T STANDS FOR. THERES (S AN
URGENT NEED FOR GOVERNMENTS WHiILH SHARE YOUR Vi EWS ON TERROR.SHM
PUBLHMCLY TO DENOUNCE THE V:IOLENCE OF THE ANC.

/N ADDJTHON THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT PRESENT AT THE SUMMIT MEETING
N TOKYO «+N EARLY MAY COULD PROV.IDE MOMENTUM TO CURRENT EFFORTS
TO BRING AN END TO VIOLENCE AND FACALITATE NEGOTHATIONS, :{NCLDUING
THE EPG'S EFFORTS, BY AFFIRMING

- THEIR SUPPORT FOR A CONST:TUTHON wWHICH GUARANTEES:

— DEMOCRAT.AL PRINCAHPLES «NCLUDING AN Y NDEPENDENT JUDICIAL SYSTERN
AND THE EQUAL:TY OF ALL UNDER THE LAW

— PRIVATE PROPERTY RAGHTS «

— PRINATE dNITHAT:IVE AND EFFECTIVE COMPET:IT-ION

— FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL L +BERTHES

— THE PROTECT:ION OF MINORITY RIGHTS siN A MANNER WHICH WOULD
ENSURE THAT THERE wiLL BE NO POLITICAL DOMIMATION BY ARY ONE
COMMUNMITY OF ANY OTHER

- FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND OF EXPRESSION N GENERAL

— FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND WORSHIP.

— THAT THEY WELCOME THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S READINESS 10
NEGOT.LATE A NEW CONST:ITUT.IONAL ORDER BASED ON THE SHAR.NG OF
POWER UP TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT AND RECOGNISE THAT
THE STRUCTURES GIV:ING EFFECT TO THIS OBJMECT.IVE MUST BE JOINTLY
AGREED UPON BY SOUTH AFRICANS ALCNE.
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— THEIR REJECT4ON OF VIOLENCE AS A MEANS TO ACHIEVE POLITICAL

OBJECT.WES SEMI. COLON
-~ THAT NOW sIS THE TMME TO SUSPEND ALL V.OLENCE AND ENGAGE sIN

NEGOTLATMONS TO THIS END SEMI- COLON
— THAT A SUFFICIENT BASHS HAS BEEN ESTABLKSHED FOR A TRANSJT.ION

TO NEGOT:LATHONS.

WE HAVE ADVANCED SUFF.ICIENTLY FAR ALONG THE ROAD OF REFORM TO
JUSTIFY ACCEPTANCE BY BLACK LEADERS :N GENERAL OF THE URGENT NEED
TO ENGAGE wN NEGOTsAT:LONS ‘IN ORDER TO ARRIVE AT A NEwW CONSTITUT-IONAL

DASPENSATION.

' HOPE YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES wilLL FEEL ABLE TO ACT ON THESE
SUGGEST:IONS.

SIMILAR COMMUN.ICATIONS wILL BE SENT TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE
OTHER COUNTR.ES PARTACJAPATING »IN THE TOKYO SUMMIT,

YOURS SINCERELY
P W BOTHA
ENDS

MOBERLY

LIMITED,

HO. SAFD.

HD. PLANWING STAFF.
Ho. £RD.

Ps.

Pjnns. CHALKER .
PS{PLS.

Me. DEREK THOMAS,
MR . E. VERGUSSOAD
Me. MAUD.

MR. Qesve

N*' 10 Dowwing ST,
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