CONFIDENTIAL

a Meeting held at 6 om on
May 1986 in the
s Office, House of L

PRESENT

The Rt Hon Viscount Whitalaw
Lord Pressident of the Council
(In the Chair)

The Rt Hon Douglas Hurd MP The Rt Hon Tom Xing MP
Secretary of State for the Home Department Secretary of State for Northern Ir

The Rt Hon Lord Young of affham The Rt Hon John MacGragor MP
Secretary of State for Emp Chief Secretary, Treasury

The Rt Hon Sir Michael Havers The Rt Hon John Wakeham MP
Attorney General é: Parliamentary Secrstary, Treasury

The Rt Hon John Stanley MP gé§;> The Hon William Waldegrave MP
Minister for the State for Armed Fo <§§i§> Minister of State,

Ministry of Defence

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
Department of Health and Social Services

arliamentary Under Secrestarv

C§§§§e Office

Mr John MacKay MP p yn Roberts MP
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State mentary Under Secretary
We

Department of the Environment
Mr Raymond Whitney MP <§<§222§;0rd Glenarthur

Scottish Office fice

Sir Brian Cubbon B
Home office

SECRETARIAT (g C

Mr J B Unwin Cabinet O
Brigadier J A J Budd Cabinet Off}
Mr J E Roberts Cabinet Offic

SUBJECT

THE PRISON OFFICERS' DISPUTE
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the current situation in the Prison Officers' Dispute.
of 1 May from the Deputy Chairman of

Contin \ Unit the I resident of the Council.

THE HOME SE said that the situation had eased considerably during the

Prison Officer%ﬁjgésociation (POA) had suspended industrial action, and wer=a

meet the Perman nder Secretary of the Home Office the following morning to

the basis on which<§§2itiations might resume. Nevertheless, the Government should
in hand all preparations against the possibility that industrial action might be
resumed. In general local coordination between the Police and Prison Governors was
satisfactory, althought t nts of the previous night had demonstrated that
could still go wrong. ] eady announced that there would be an inquiry

idering how best to establish this.

He was not optimistic that it wou;dgjs;possible to make progress in the negotiations

n independent inquiry to examine the issues

of manning levels, overtime and pay: ! <§§§§§onvinced that the Government's case was

with the POA. There might be a

so strong that it was almost certain to

il “YHis officials " would work-up.a
detailed proposal, but there was no need t <§;g§>an immediate decision.

THE LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL, summing up
suspension of the PAO's action was welcome, the G

&
necessary contingency plans. The Ministry of Defedece should begin immediately to

ussion, said that whilz the

ent should put in hand all

prepare Rolleston Camp to receive prisoners: this might take about 8 days. They
should identify in conjunction with the Home Office a sui camp, and begin
work there also. The Home Secretary in his statement Commons =arlier
in the day had referre e King this action, and
there would therefore no need to attempt to kKeep it confidenti: ergency
legislation would be needed before

personnel were to be involved, but

require this to be introduced before the weekend. It would not be ab

decide on a inquiry into manning levels and overtime without full cons

wider implications.
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: a2 : . ; T = : 5108
the Chi ' 1 the Attorney General, t I gsibility :
Governmer iti ! DI in the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act

which ) )2 lability f inducing a breach of contract, and
facility' under which the Home.Of
' pay. Ministers had
the Government should not threaten to use the former
remedy unless it was¥prepared actually to do so, and also that the remedy was

discretionary and the courts would be increasingly likely to refuse the Government an

injunction i f 4t-d1d not ek)jit expeditiously.

The Cabinet Office should co

inter-departmental contingency a and should prepare a situation report for

the Prime Minister's Meeting on ¥ May.

The Meeting -
e Invited the Ministry of Defencgg§§§> t in hand immediately the praparation

Rolleston Camp and a second camp to r prisoners.

Deferred a decision to introduce em n legislation until the following

3 Invited the Home Secretary to bring forw oposals for an inquiry iato
manning and overtime 1 in the prison serv{ce.

4. Invited the Home Secretary, in conjunction with the Secretary o
Employment, the Chief Secretary, Treasury and the Attorpey General,
note on the possibility of exploiting the Trade Union/AG®\\1984 and
withdrawal of check-off facilities.

55 Invited the Cabinet Office to monitor developments
report for the Prime Minister's meeting on Wednesday, 7 Ma

Cabinet Office

2 May 1986
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