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INFO ROUT:INE: WASHINGTON

PRIME MIMISTER'S V:ISIT TO ISRAEL

1. AHEAD OF THE PRIME MIMISTER'S ViSIT T MAY BE HELPFUL TO HAVE
SOME BACKGROUND (IMPRESSIONS. MRS THATCHER WILL ARRIVE AT A TIME
WHEN ISRAEL:S ARE MORE CONFIDENT THAN THEY HAVE BEEN FOR YEARS,
BUT GENUINELY PUZZLED ABOUT WHAT TO DO FOR THE BEST :IN FOREIGN
POLICY.
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2. THE «SRAELI ECONOMY, THOUGH FRAGILE, HAS BEEN STEADIED AND
I‘FLAT!ON thUCE THE:IR ARAB ENEMIES ARE .IN DISSARAY (OIL PRICE,
IRAQ/IRAO VAR. l TERNAL TROUBLES "IN LEBANON AND SYRIA, :INTERNATIONAL
OUTCRY AGAINST TERROR!ISM. US/:ISRAEL| RELATIONS ARE AT A PEAK
UNKNOWN FOR YEAR% (AND ARAB INFLUENCE :N WASHINGTON AT A LOW EBB).

3. THE OVERRIDING AIMS OF MOST :ISRAEL:IS ARE THE SEEEELIlﬂgi—IﬂE~
STATE AND THE MAINTENANCE OF /TS JEW.ISHNESS. -ISRAEL:IS TAKE .iN
DEADLY EARNEST EST THE ASSERTIOP OF THE ARAB WORLD (EXCEPT EGYPT) THAT

A STATE OF WAR EXISTS iSRAEL:IS ROUT:INELY ACCEPT A DEFENCE BUDGET

THAT MAINTAINS MORE COMBAT AIRCRAFT AND THREE TIMES AS MANY BATTLE
TANKS AS THE UK: THREE YEARS' NATIONAL SERVICE FOR ITS YOUNG MEN
(TWO YEARS FOR YOUNG WOMEN): AND ANNUAL RESERVE SERVICE FOR MOST
ADULT MALES UNDER 55. A MAN OF MRS THATCHER'S GENERATION WILL HAVE
FOUGHT IN FOUR OR FrIVE ARAB WARS AND SEEN HIS SONS FIGHT /N AT
LEAST ONE. ; 2 g
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4. JEWISHNESS

AFTER SECURITY THE JEWISHNESS OF TH IS THE PRIME
THE DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS DISTURB THE ISRAELIS HERE COULD B
AS MANY ARABS AS JEWS [N |SRAEL AND TH UPIED TERRITORIES
THE YEAR 2000. THE OLD DILEMMA REAL AS EVER: [ISRAELIS
RETENTION OF THE WEST BANK AND OPULAT.ION AS A THREAT TO
JEWISHNESS OF THE STATE, ITS SURRENDER IN WHOLE OR PART AS A
0 TS SECURITY.
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PEACE PROCESS

AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF (SRAEL'S MILITARY POWER AND
DISARRAY, MR PERES HAS TRIED TQ_QPEN PEACE NEGOTiATIO
HUSSEIN AND THE PALESTINIANS, WLTHOUT SUCCESS
SHAMIR AND THE SCEPT.ICAL HALF OF THE GOVERNMEN
THEIR BELIEF THAT -|SRAEL CAN
IS PREFERABLE TO ANY RISKY
CHANCE OF WAR IN THE LONGER
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BR-ING DOWN THE GOVERNMENT.
LECTION ATMOSPHERE WILL -INCREASINGLY DOMINATE
IN PERES, SHAMIR AND RABIN THE PRIME MINISTER

fONS WITH THREE MEN THO HAVE BEEN, ANLD

MINISTER OF .I'SRAEL.
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ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION
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MR LONG

MR MACINNES
MR BARRINGTON

_g,,
ENTIAL

(REPEATED AS REQUESTED)

CONFIDC




