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JORDAN / OCCUPI£D TERRITORIES

EETHLEHEM RETURNS FRCW AWW&E D!-SCOURASED BY THE
THERE, HE URGED THE PLO TO CURB CR:AT.C!S% OF
JERUSALEM PRESS, TO CREATE A MORE FAVOURAELF
? THE RAPPROCHEMENT W.TH JORDAN THEY CLA! TO WANT, BUT
NO JORDANIAN WILLANGMESS FOR RAPPROCHEMENT,

DETAIL

2., MAYOR FREIJ RETURNED FROM ATHENS AND AMMAN YESTERDAY AFTERNOON
(21 MAY). - CALLED TH!S MORN{NG FOR A TOUR D'HOR!ZON BFFORE HE
SEES THE PRIME MINISTER AT DINNER ON 26 MAY,

3. FRESJ WAS UNABLE TO SEE THE KI#G, BUT CALLEL ON ZAID RIFAL, ADNAN
ABU ODEH (MARWAN QASSEM WAS AwAY), TARIQ ALAUDD!N (DG OF THE GID),
AND THE PLO TR!Q OF KHALIL AL WAZ!S (ABU JIHAD), BRIC GEN ARDUL
RAZZAL YAHYA, AND MOHAMMED MILHEM. HE WAS STRUCK BY THE GENERAL
AR OF UNAAPPINESS JN AMMAMN, AND .LN SCME QUARTERS EVEN DESPONDENCY
THE 11C SITUATION WAS BAD, AND MANY WERE ACUTELY NERVOUS AEOQUT
VIOLERCE AT YARMOUK UNINERSITY (AMMAN TELND 228), FEVW
E THAT THE FULL TRUTH HAL YET EMERGEDs HE HJAMSELF WAS
L LAY UNDER WRAPS, ‘IT WAS STRIKING TO HIM TO HEAR
EING SC CRITICAL OF THE WAY THE INCIDENT WAS HANDLFED,
SUCH UNEASE,

4, RIFA| AND ABU ODEH WERE ADAMANT THAT THERE WAS NO BASILS ON WH!CH
JORDAN COULD WORK Ww.ITH ARAFAT AND THE PRESENT LEADERSH!L OF THE PLO:
THEY HAD PROVED THEMSELVES TOTALLY UNDELIARLF AND UNTRUSTWOPTHY,
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THEY HAD PROVED THEMSELVES TOTALLY UNREL4ABLE AND UNTRUSTWORTHY. ~ ™7,
BOTH HAD GONE OUT OF THE4R WAY YD ENPHASHSE THAT ONLY THOSE #M TNE '
OCCUPAED TERRWIORSES WHO WAD BEEN OPENLY CR4THCAL OF JORDAN NEED
WORRY: THEY WOULD RECEAWE THE4R PUST DESSERTS, BUT OTHERS wOULD
RENAGH WELCOME 48 THE FOLD . {FREAJ HERE DENGED THAT HE H4MSELF WAD
_ BEEN SEARCHED OR Wit ANY WAY DASCOMFORTED ON CROSSWNG THE BRUDGE.)
JORDAN WOULD BE WORKMAG TO STREMSTHEN TS STRUCTURES wN THE WEST
BANK, AND TO SHOW THAT WEST BANKERS' TRUE WATERESTS LAY N COOPER-
AT4OK WSTH JORDAN, NMVAHTED TO OFFER SUGGESTIONS, FREhJ-WAD STRESSED
THE WMPORTANCE OF HELP FOR *LEGHTUMATE'* MUMICHPALATAES: EDUCdeONI
AND HOSPATALS AND OTHER HEALTH SERVICES. WHEN th ASKED FRE#) WHERE HE

THOUGHT THE MONEY WOULD COME FROM, GINEN THE GENERALLY D4FFdCULT
ECONOMAC SATUATHON éf JORDAN, AND THE DRYUMNG UP OF CONTRMBUTHONS TO
THE JOINT FUND, HE SAWD THAT DOLLARS 20 MILLHON A YEAR COULD ACHHEVE
A LOT #& THE WEST BANK: %7 SHOULP NOT BE BEYOND JORDAN'S CAPABMATY
YO FUND SUCH A SUM (u4F ONLY FROM UNDER THE FLOOR THLES).

5. THE PLO TR4O SAID THAT THEY WERE SEEKYNG TO CALM THE SKTUATHON,
AND TO AVO4D GHN:ING THE JORDANSIANS OFFENCEs d¥ THE PLO LOST THE4R
FOOTHOLD &N JORDAN, *'ALL WOULD BE OVER'', FREt« CLAWMED TO HAVE
ATTACKED THEM STRONGLY FOR ALLOWHNG THE.MR SUPPORTERS N THE PRESS -
PARTWCULARLY #& THE OCCUPA£D TERRLTORMES = TO ATTACK JORDAN, AND

dd PARTHCULAR, TO SPEAK N LESS THAN RESPECTFUL TERMS ABOUT THE
KANG, THIS WOULD ONLY MAKE THE4R OWN POSLTHON :ih JORDAN MORE DsFFe~
CULT, AND WOULD DO NOTHING TO PERMIT THE RAPPROCHEMENT WITH THE KNG
THEY CLAM#MED TO WANT, sT ALSO MADE THINGS MUCH MORE DMFFACULT FOR
PALESTil#sANS N THE TERRMWTORIES. THE FHRST STEP THEY SHOULD TAKE WAS
TO UNSTRUCT THE EAST JERUSALEM PRESS TO CALM DOWN., HE CLAMS THAT
HIS THESIS WAS ACCEPTED, wiTH YAHYA BEING A PARTUCULARLY WIGOROUS
SUPPORTER.

6. FREJ COMMENTED THAT #¢T WAS JUST NOT POSSHBLE, AN PRESENT CIRCUM-
STANCES, TO BRUSH ASIDE THE PLO AND TO .IGNORE TS STRENGTH AND
GNFLUENCE N THE TERR WTORIESs #F NOTHING ELSE, T HAD ENORMOUS
SYMBOL.IC APPEAL. HE COULD NOT SEE ANY EARLY READINESS ON JORDAN'S
PART TO PATCH THINGS UP: 4TS ANGER WTH THE PLO WAS ALL TOO EVADENT.
BUT THE PRESENT STATE OF TENSHON WAS UNDES.IRABLE, AMD PEOPLE «IN

THE TERRITORIES WOULD ONLY SUFFER FROM KT, #T WAS ESSENTIAL TO
LOWER THE TEMPERATURE, N THE HOPE THAT THIS WOULD PERMIT A CALMER
AND MORE RATJIONAL AND PRAGMAT:C APPROACH. THAT STAGE («F {T WERE TO
BE REACHED AT ALL) WAS ST.4iL A GOOD WAY OFF, THERE WAS CERTAIANLY NO
POSSIBILHKTY, N PRESENT CARCUMSTANCES, OF A DELEGATION OF CONCHL I~
ATUON FROM THE TERRITORIES GETT.L.NG ANYWHERE (AN '+DEA SINIORA HAD
ASKED HI#M TO TAKE SOUNDINGS ON)s HE HAD NOT THEREFORE PURSUED T,
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