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US RESPUNSE TO SOVIET GENEVA PROPOSALS:
NITZE vISIT

1. ON RAIMOND 'S INSTRUCTICNS, D'ABOVILLE (DEPUTY POLITICAL DIRECTOR)
ERIEFED US TONIGHT oN NITZE'S TALKS IN PAR|S TCDAY, NITZE HAD
SEPARATE MEETINGS WITH MITTERRAND, RA|MOND, BUJON (CHIRAC'S
DIPLOMATIC ADVISER) AND MOREL. ME PRESENTED THE PROPGSED US RESPONSE
IN TERMS WHICH WILL NOW BE FAMILIAR TC YOU.

2. IN RESPGNSE, THE FRENCH MACE FOUR MA|IN COMMENTS 1=

A) THEY WERE CONCERNED THAT THE US ENV)SAGED TAKING UP THE SOVIET
DEMAND TO TAKE ACCOUNT CF THIRD COUNTRIES' NUCLEAR FORCES, EVEN IF
" THIS WOULD BE AFTER 50 PERCENT STRATEGIC CuTS AND PRCGRESS ON INF,
BECAUSE

1) SUCH REDUCTIONS WCULD HAVE |MPORTANT CONSEQUENCES FOR THE
SECURITY OF EUROPE, WHICH WOULD NEED TO 3E STUDIED, NEGCTIATIONS ON
UK/FRENCH FORCES COULD NCT BE SULJECT TO & SINGLE, BRUTAL CONDITION,
FRENCE HAD THREE CGNDITICNS, OF WHICH ONE CONCERNED DEVELOPMENT CF
STRATEGIC DEFENCES,

11) THE FRENCH PUSITION WAS TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATICN IN
NEGOTIATIONS, NOT AUTOMATICALLY TO PARTICIPATE, IF THe THREE
CONDITIONS WERE MET.
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11) THE FRENCH POSITION WAS TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION IN
NEGOTIATIONS, NOT AUTOMATICALLY TO PARTICIPATE, IF THE THWREE
CONDITIONS WERE MET,

I11) THE FRENCH HAD NEVER G|VEN FIGURES FOR THE STRATEGIC
REDUCTICNS REQUIRED TO MEET THEIR FIRST CONDIT)ION,

THEY SUGGESTED THEREFORE THAT THE US REPLACE THE PRESENT FCRMULA BY
ONE TQTHE EFFECT THAT THE SITYATION WOULD BE SUCH_THAT OTHER

NUCLEAR POWERS MIGHT wiISH TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION 1N THE LIGHT OF
THE STATEMENTS THEY HAD MADE,

B) THE REFERENCE YO A PARTIAL OR INTERIM INF APPROACH SHOULD MAKE 17T
CLEAR THAT THAT SHOULD BE ON A GLOBAL BASIS TOO.

C) THE IDEA OF A PARALLEL PROGRAMME ON TESTING = EVEN IF NOT A
STRICTLY PROPCRTIONAL ONE - WAS DANGEROUS,

D) THEY DEPLORED THE DCWN-GRADING OF THE CONVENTICNAL AND Cw
ELEMENT, CCMPARED WITH PRESIDENT REACAN'S FEBRUARY LETTER.

3. THEY ALSO ASKED WHICH INTERPRETATION OF THE ABM TREATY wCuLDp
APPLY DURING THE 7 AND A HALF YEAR PERIOD OF NON-WITHDRAWAL FROM 1T,
THEY SAIL THAT STABILITY FOR EUROPE COULD NOT BE DEFINED IN TERMS
ONLY OF CONE CRITERION, V|2 DEFENSIVE SYSTEMS, THEY ADV|SED AGAINST
THE REFERENCE TO POSSIBLE REDUCTICONS OF LESS THAN 50 PERCENT, FOR
FEAR THAT THAT MIGHT SEEM TO THE SCVIETS TC JUSTIFY THEIR LINE THAT
50 PERCENT REDUCTIONS WERE POSIBLE IF FBS WERE INCLUDED BUT ONY 30
PERCENT IF NOT,

bo NITZE TCOK NOTE. HE SAID THAT THE US POSITION MIGHT EVOLVE ON
MOBILE MISSILLES TOWARDS PROPCSING A EAN CN MIRVED SYSTEMS ONLY.
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