CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary 19 November 1986

ARMS CONTROL: EUROPEAN COORDIANTION

Thank you for your letter of 19 November enclosing draft

messages from the Prime Minister to European Heads of Government

about her recent meeting with President Reagan at Camp David.

The Prime Minister is content to send messages but has
asked for a number of amendments to be made. I enclose a
revised text of the message to Chancellor Kohl and should
be grateful if you could ensure that the other messages are

also revised to bring them into line with this text.

You will see in particular that much of paragraph 1,
paragraph 2 and paragraph 5 of your draft have been deleted.
This is because the Prime Minister believes that the issues
concerned are best discussed with the Americans present in
the Alliance rather than in various European cabals, although
this does not of course apply where there are already existing

bodies such as WEU.

The messages, as amended, should be despatched as soon

as possible.

Colin Budd, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

19 November 1986

Deowr q\o—a‘tﬂé/

Arms Control: European Coordination
I

Thank you for your letter of:J/ﬁovember; énclosing
a message from Chancellor Kohl to the Prime Minister.

As requested, I enclose a draft reply which draws
upon the Prime Minister's meeting with President Reagan
at Camp David on 15 November. The message also takes
the opportunity to sound a warning against trying to move
back from accepting a zero-zero INF solution in Europe
and 50% reductions in strategic systems. The French are
beginning to suggest that both zero-zero on INF and even
the 50% cuts are no longer acceptable, because of changed
security circumstances. We want to ensure that the Germans
do not follow this sort of approach, although at present
there is no sign of Kohl doing so.

The Foreign Secretary considers that it would also
be appropriate for the Prime Minister to send a short
message to other EC Heads of Government. I enclose a
draft. This omits any reference to our concern about
back-tracking on INF: at this stage the subject is probably
too delicate for a round-robin message to EC Heads of
Government. A separate draft message to Fitzgerald is
enclosed, which omits any reference to internal NATO business.
For ease of reference I also enclose a copy of the text
which the Prime Minister issued in Washington.

The drafts are in the form of telegrams, which we
will issue if the Prime Minister is content.

Vowas Ry,

(5 bin B2

(C R Budd)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
PS/10 Downing Street
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g/ PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON

|
| Following is text of a message from the Prime Minister to

[Chancellor Kohl. Please arrange early delivery, together with
_ftext of press statement (Washington telno 2904, verbatim series
| 65).

| "Thank you for your message at the beginning of November inviting
participation at the meeting pf European allies in Bonn on 11

[ November. [—'s ou kpow, I welcomed thle idea, /and I was glzd to

:tearn thatgm ch cofimon grouynd was identified/, not L ast between

| y -
lour two respectiv I hope that th1s/can ac; as a) 'basis

| for furtﬁ r European exchanges, notably 1;/HEU. Bn thaf coptext

1 was algo encoudraged by the appar¢nt progress rag1ste7&d }ast
Luxembgurg. | / /
| /

1 J|
‘At the same t/ime we canrot afford/ to slatken our efforts/ to

26| engage our U$ allies in|a deeper'diaLogﬁe on thHese key security
You will by now have seen the outcome of my meeting with

e // | /// /// // / 24

i

YYYY ' catehuord President

MAIN | File number | Dep Drafted by (Block capitals) Telephone no
ADDITIONAL VJ6AAW | J C J RAMSDEN 233 3125

\ SRR
NNNN Authorised for

| despatch by
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Lot "
Ed.s.iﬁi.c.gproposals d1__;u.s_s_e.d_it the Reykjavik meetmﬁE—n—n-

President ﬁfiﬂ? n 15 Novemﬁer. 1 am confident that he now
[T}

understandthhe nature and bJs1s of European concerns about e

*’Z’? w.igff‘“”“"““‘"’w AN
3hsad—b£&pressﬁié§the messagelhome with the Amerwcani_ﬁﬁﬁr
Rus1+tﬂ1—1Hu#-oua—4nn—qhaopté%§-trn—tho1-1HHvbonﬁ—i-h¢po—7ou—«4*+

fhe statement President Reagan and I endorsed (of

which I enclose a copy) represents a valuable re-affirqa ion of
whi.-

NATO's fundamental strategy. Mtt can beMto

good effect over the next few months, and notably during the NATol
Ministerial meetings next month.'W'

g — QR
[fi—**e—srmr—rhm;a we must be lcareful not to appear to be moving
Cuad

haaijfrom those proposals which we have endorsed in the past;
7and.on_uhlnh_progress tUW?Tﬂ?—EgT??mEHt—toutd—bt made without
ﬂg£ding_ln_Laso+¥e—%ht~?ﬁTﬁTv“*angE'uf—Tsrues fhat is ot

| COwkbainie particularly rt*!vuﬂt in the case of INF, where we should
| all continue to press the Russians to adopt a more logical and

consistent position, but without changwng our own. [T

- i Qoo A
AL {\* L 3 #ﬂ
As you now, I attach the bighest importanse-to close Vh
coordination between us”on these=Matter We must continue to ﬂuﬁk.
A |
stress the indivisi¥i Liss”of the AlLljiédnce as a whole.  But it i
oY
is important to ure that the Eyfopean alld approach bothu¢mbek
=2 e | m—— . - R |
specifica y Furopean quest1ons ang der Alliarmce quest i-ORS =t
i AL

a spUumd understanding of ea other s positiegnhs will need _to

ensure #hat our consefition arrangemgflerfeflect 1m5:1t4~

L")
I also discussed the situation in the Middle East with President
| (2
Reagan. I expressed appreciation for the United States action on
Syria and explained the measures which our own Foreign HinﬁstersK*r

7
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had agreed to take on 10 NoueLber. 1 outlined our own approach

to the Middle East peace process, noted our concern at the
continued stalemate and urged him to Look at uﬁ?s ao:g1ve resh

O,
impetus to the search for a pipefuL settlement. He agreedryn
i . 1hd1cat-ng that any early moves are

in prospect from Washington.

jOn Iran, the President made 3!fclear that the United States does

e —

not pay ransom for hostages. 1 of course confirmed that that was |

c:)-{)m-\lcrmbwm—n

the United'Kingdom's policy too. We agreed that an end to the

Gulf war and better relations between Iran and the West were
| highly desirable, but that we should remain strictly impartial as

between Iran and Iraq.

We also discussed the situation in Southern Africa following the
tragic death of President Machel. We agreed that a peaceful
national dialogue in South nf}ica was essential, and that we
| should continue to lLook for ways of persuading President Botha to
create a qewewwT climate in which genuine political dialogue

| could start.

| 1 Look forward to discussing all these issues with you when we

| next meet."

29| YYYY
30| MAIN
39| ACDD
32| ECDC(P)
33| SAFD
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